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HE extraordinary Appro- 
x bation the two former Vo- 
Rs Jlumes of this Work have 
met with from all Perſons 
Taſte, both in France and 
England, is @ ſufficient Teſtimonial of 
their Excellency : But becauſe the whole 
Matter ſeem'd to be concluded in the laſt, 
and ſome Perſons from thence may infer 
this to be a ſpurious Addition ; we think 
it neceſſary to inform the Public, that 
it was at the Requeſt of ſeveral of the 


firſt Nobility of France, that the Autbar 


was prevail'd on to make à Continuation. 
Whoever examines and compares the 
one with the other, will eafily perceive 
they were wrote the ſame Hand- 
That Purity of Language ; that Spirit 
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elicacy Sentiment; bats: 

ſt of of .Chronology, and Geography, which 
ii to be found in all the Lady's Quotatio! 

from Hiſtory, and Deſcriptions of Flats 


could he imitated by very few, if am 
of that Sex ; nor would one of the otherg 


capable of -doing.4t, be- readily perſuadetÞ 
to: boſe the Glory of ſo many fiue Quali 


ations as are requiſite to furniſh a 
Mori wo as . 
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. N Seaſon of the Year was 
bat began, when Urania quitted 
der amiable Retreat to be preſent at the 
Nuptials of Camilla and Florinda, with 

be Aipbonſo and Eraſmus ; ſhe had no ſooner 

1 Detnarids of Friendſhip, than ſhe propos d 
to Thelamogt returning into the Country. THis tender 
Hutband, who, che longer he was ſo, became more 
and more the Lover, never thought himſelf ſo happy 
as when free from thoſe Interruptions, which the Hurry 
of all great Cities continually give to the ſoſt and more 
; tray plonlivg Ideas of the Soul, conſented with Plea- 
ure and in about eight Days after the two beautiful 


Coufins had ſubmitted to the aws of Hymen, went with 
Hen t tak leave bf em 
„. I. . . ORO- 


bi! Ja] 
OROPHANES and Felicia could not reſolve to 
ſeparate themſelves from Perſons they loved with ſo 
much Affection, and having agreed to be of the Party 
in this Retirement, accompanied The/amont and 'Ura- 
mia in the Viſit to Camilla and Florinda; but the 
Deſign of it was no ſooner known, than the former of 


| theſe amiable Ladies cry'd out, with her ordinary 


Gaiety, How, beautiful Urania / do you pretend to 
go without us? No Thelamont, no Orphanet, conti- 
nued ſhe, with the ſame Tone; it ſhall not be ſaid, 
that our Huſbands have leſs Tenderneſs than yourſelves, 
or that they prize Liberty beyond the Converſation of 
thoſe they are bound to love ; and I am much miſtaken 


if Florinda, Alphonſo, and Eraſmus, will ſuffer ſuch 


an Affront. | | 

- DovprT it not, ſaid Era/mus, charming Camilla; 
forinda and myſelf will follow Urania and Thelamont 

wherever they are pleas'd to lead. Alphonſo having 


| join'd in this Aſſurance, the Tenderneſs of theſe eight 


riends ſeem'd to be renew'd with added Vigour ; nor 
indeed could it be otherwiſe, between Perſons of ſo ex- 
act a Conformity of Diſpoſition, .and who in every 
Action had Virtue and Good - nature for their Guides. 
Tu next Morning being agreed on for their De- 
„ the reſt of the Day was paſs'd.. in apprizing 
thoſe of it, whoſe Company would be agreeable to 
them in the Retirement they were going to; and every 
thing happening according to their e, they ſet out 
with a Fleaſure which ſhewed itſelf in every Look and 
Motion. In this happy Turn of Temper did they ar- 


rive at Urania's, where following the agreeable Lay 


they had impoſed on themſelves, they had no ſooner 

dined than they withdfew to the Cabinet of Books to 

paſs the Heat of the Day. . 6 
Tuis is the only Place, ſaid Camilla, as ſhe was 


entering in which I imagine myſelf to have Wit, even 


tho* I ſhould be conſtrain'd to keep Silence. You have 
too much, reply'd Urazia, not to know you have it 
every where ; but, my dear Camilla, if this Place gives 

| . . 10 | #4 "you 
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other Place ; that perſec 17 diſintereſted Union among 
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[3] 
any Advantage, it is becauſe you are at full Li- 
rty among thoſe whom you love, and by whom you 
are perfectly beloved. It muſt be confeſs'd, ſaid A- 
phonſe, that if ſuch a Situation does not inſpire Wit, 
or at leaſt greatly add to it, a Perſon will never be in 
a Condition to receive it. Nothing being able to afford 
ſuch happy Improvements, as a perfect Union with 
thoſe in Company with us ; without it, all is Diſcord 
and Confuſion ; we fall into unavailing Diſpute, Heart- 
burnings, and the little good Underſtanding we have 
Is loſt in the Hurry of tumultuous Paſſion. This is a 
Proof, interrupted Era/mus, and an undeniable one 
too, that Concord is abſolutely neceſſary in all Things; 
no Society, no Body, no State can long maintain it- 
ſelf without a perfect Intelligence. 
WuaT you ſay is ſo true, added Thelamont, that 
Plutarch tells us, it was not the Strength of the Walls 
that render'd Sparta ſo impregnable, but the Union 


of its Inhabitants. Nor did Lycurgus recommend any 
thing ſo ſtrongly to the Lacedemenians, as to be in 
Concord with one another; which Advice they fo 


ſtrictly obſerv'd for ſome time, that the whole City 
ſeem'd but as one Family. F 
WuarLE the Greeks were united, ſaid Orophanes, they 
were not capable of being ſhaken by the formidable 
Power of the Perfians; but a Miſunderſtanding no 
ſooner appear'd among, them, than they became a Frey. 


Private Animoſity ſeldom fails to bring on public Ruin. 


Party- jars ferment the Mind, and put out the Light 
of Reaſon : they make the beſt Advice appear ill, and the 
juſteſt Meaſures are often the leaſt follow'd. Concord, 


on the contrary, renders. all things &reeable ; we ſeele 


rather to improve, than leſſen the Value of any uſeful 
Hint; a judicious Sentiment glves Birth to another, yet 
more Juſt ; and tho' there may be Difference in Opi- 


nions, yet where a mutual Good-will ſubſiſtꝭ they are 


eaſily reconciled. For this Reaſon, the beautiful Cz- 
milla meant more than a mere Compliment in ſaying, 
the believed herſelf to have more Wit here than in any 


- 


Truth; and tho' 
"Tpnorance, I chuſe rather to do ſo, than remain any 


[4 ] 
us gives each a thouſand Occaſions of diſcovering and 
enhvening the Genius. One agreeable Expreſſion de- 
mands another. A Queſtion full of Vivacity gives Op- 


.portunity for an Anſwer, if poſſible, more entertaining ; 


and our reciprocal Eſteem making us liſten to each other 
with a pleas'd Attention, nothing is loſt, nothing eſcapes 


us, and we may be ſaid to give and receive alternately 


whatever Nature or Education has render'd us poſſeſt 


of; fo that in effect this Company may be ſaid to be 


actuated by one Soul fpeaking thro' different Mouths. 
Werk, faid Felicia, ſmiling, Camilla has given us 


too much, not to oblige us all to own the Juſtice of 
what you have alledged ; and I dare anſwer, that there 
is not a Perſon here who is not of your Mind. Moſt 


certainly, reply'd Florinda; and we have alſo too much 
experienced the Advantages of a happy Union among 
us, not to be unanimous in our Agreement in this Point. 


But, continued ſhe, fince our Converſation has natu- 
rally fallen on this Head, I could wiſh to be better in- 
'Arufted in the Cauſe which gave Birth to that impla- 


cable and laſting Animoſity between the Gue/phs and Gi- 
bellinesz all that I have read concerning that Affair, 
being capable of giving me but a faint Sight into the 

y this Queſtion I make known my 


to in it. 2 
HERE is as much Wiſdom, ſaid The/amont, in the 


-Defire of being inſtructed, as there is in Knowledge 
- "$elelf ; becauſe ſuch a Deſire is the Source of Know- 


ledge, and without it we could never attain the other. 
Thus, lovely Florinda, you but render yourſelf more 
eſtimable, and for your Satisfaction I will explain the 
true Original of the | between the Gue/phs and 
Gibellines z of which, 1 affure you, ſome who pretend 
to — of it are entirely ignorant. 

e then, purſued he, — the whole Com- 
pany attentive, what gave riſe to thoſe unhappy Feuds, 


- was the Diviſions in /taly, between the Popes and the | 


Emperors of Germany. After the Death of Corrade, 


the Third of that Name, which happened in the Year 


6 1152, 


way, 


31 


ir ze, all che Cities of {2a refuſed Obedience to his 


Succeſſor Frederick the Iſt, Chief of the illuſtrious 
Houſe of Suabia, whom the 1ta/iens ſurnamed Bar- 
bareſſa. This Prince, irritated by the Obſtacles he 
met with, march'd with a powerful Army into their 
Country, and putting himſelf at the Head of them, ra- 
vaged the moſt beautiful Provinces of Italy, and be- 
ſieged the City of Milan, which in a ſhort time he 
took by Afault. | | | 
His Hatred and Reſentment carried him ſo far on 
this Occaſion, that he put to the ſword all the Inhabit- 
ants, without Diſtinction of Age or Sex, plunder d the 
City, and afterwards commanded: it to be burnt to the 
Ground, being deaf to all Regard for the Holy Saints 
with the Reliques of which it abounded, or the famous 
Antiquities which teſtified the Magnificence of the an- 
cient Emperors, and the Roman Grandeur. Not content 
with this Deſolation, he demoliſhed all that had eſcaped 
the Flames, or Fury of the Soldiers, and order'd great 
Quantities of Salt to be ſown in this unfortunate Earth, 
therewith to condemn it to an eternal Sterility. | 
Tuts Exceſs of Cruelty alienated the Hearts of all 
Ttaly ; they gave him many Battles, in every one of 
which he was ſucceſsful, and bloody in his Conqueſt : 
But his Son O- he being taken Priſoner by the Yenetians, 
he was conſtrain'd to make Peace with Pope Alexander 
the Third. However, the Diſſatisfaction which had 
caus'd theſe Misfortunes, reviv'd in the Reign of Henry 
the Sixth, his Son and Succeſſor ; but grew to a greater 
Height under the Reign of Frederick, the ſecond Son 
of Henry. This young Prince, too much elevated by 
the Glory he had acquired in the Holy Land, where 
he had obtain'd many fignal Victories over the Sara- 
cent, was reſolv'd to reduce all Fal to his SubjeRion z 
and to that end led a great Army thither, which ra- 
vag'd all thoſe beautiful Countries which lie between 
the Po and the Mountains of Tirol. The Pope, juſtly 
alarm'd, offer d to make Peace on honourable Terms; 
but he refuſed to liſten to any Propoſal on that Score, 
and the other — mus againſt him. After 
+ 3 ' 
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this, the greateſt Part of the [taliars forbore any * 
ther Communication with this Prince; and looking on 
him as forſaken of Heaven, and no longer a Son of 
the Church, made uſe of their utmoſt Efforts to drive 
Him entirely out of that Country; and this it was that 
occaſion'd thoſe terrible Factions which ſo long diſturb'd 
all 7 

Tes ges Men forming themſelves in two Parties, 
the one declaring for the Pope, under the Name of 
Guelphs, the other for the Emperor, under that of 
Gibelliner, was an exhauſtleſs Source of Quarrels and 
Diſſentions. Whoever enter'd himſelf into either of 
theſe Factions, was immediately ſo much agitated by 
Rage and Hate againſt his Oppoſite, that he ſcrupled 
not to commit the moſt enormous Crimes for the Gra- 
tification of theſe two Paſſions: Cities, Towns, Vil- 
Ages, felt the Smart of Civil Broils ; Perſons of all 
Degrees reveng'd their particular Quarrels, under the 
Pretence of dein public Good ; the Love of their 
Country was in their Mouths, * the Deſtruction of 
their Fallow-Creatures at their Hearts. The Robber, 
the Incendiary, the Murderer, had now full Emplo 
ment; all manner of Qutrages were committed with 
out Fear of Laws, either Human or Divine, and Force 


. and Power had now the Place of Juſtice. 


oOWEVER, the Excommunication thunder'd out 
Frederick, made ſuch an Impreſiion on the Minds 
as well of the Germans as Taliam, that when the P 
had depoſed this Prince in the Council of Zyons, ſome 
Princes of Germany aſſembled themſelves together, and 
elected in his room Henry Landgrave of Thuringia ; 
bat he dying the Year of his Election, the ſame Princes 
called #lliam Earl of Holland to the Empire, with 
whom Conrade, Son of Frederick, diſputed it vigorouſly. 
After many Battles, in which theſe Princes bad difter- 
ent Succeſs, Conradi quitted Germany, and retired to 
his hereditary Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, where 
he died in the Year 1254 3 and his Antagoniſt, Mil. 
liam Earl of Holland, loſuig his Life alſo ſoon after in 
a Battle with the Criſom, the Power of the Emperors 
was 
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was very near deſtroy d in Tay. The Party of the 
Guelphs being row much ſuperior to that of the Gibe/- 
Ares, contributed to the Diſtraction of the Princes in 
chuſing an Emperor. Cruel and unhappy Diviſion ! 
which one cannot think on but as a juſt Jadgment of 
Heaven on 'em, for the Miſchiefs they had occaſioned 
by perſecuting the Heads of the Church. 

Tx1s Refſection is very juſt, ſaid Urania, perceiv- 
ing Thelamont had given over ſpeaking ; for tho' theſe 

ars were look'd on but as Temporal ones, they could 
not' be made without attacking the Spiritual Power ; 
and I find that Pre/erick Barbareſſa having been guilty 
of a direct Offence to the Divine Being by his exceſſive 
Cruelty, and Frederick the IId. by his Injuſtice in re- 
fuſing to accept an advantageous Peace, offer'd him 
with no other View than to put an End to thoſe Civil 
Commotions which the War in a manner protected, drew 
down on themſelves, their Adherents, and even Suc- 
ceſſors, the Miſeries in which they were involv'd. 

NoTxinc can be more true, reply d A/phenſo, than 
that the Oppoſition the Princes of Germany met with 
in the Choice of an Emperor, threw that vaſt Country 
into infinite Troubles and Misfortunes ; what ſerved 
to add to em alſo was, that the Pope, to take from 
the Houſe of Suabia all Power, gave to Charles D 
of Aujou the Kingdom of Naples, into which he 
ed at the Head of a formidable Army. Conradin 
Son of Conrade, came toward him, no leſs prepared for 
Battle; his Troops conſiſted chiefly of Germans and 
ſome few Neapolitans, who till remain'd faithful. A 
very terrible Fight enſued, in which the Army of Con- 
radin was | routed, and . himſelf taken Priſoner ; and 
Charles,” reſolved to exterminate all the Race of this 
noble. Family, he being the only ſurviving Heir, or- 
der'd his Head to be ſtruck off, which was according- 
ly executed. | 
Wutz theſe Troubles were without Intermiſſion in 
Germany, the Princes, however, thought of nothing 
ſo much as chuſing an Emperor; and being ſtill di- 
10 34 vided 


try was obliged to contribute. | 
Zur at laſt, the 
Pity on this unhappy People, and inſpired ſome Pri 


(8] | 
vided in their Opinions, the one Party elected Richard- 
Duke of Corazval/, the Son of Fohn King of England; 
and the other made Choice of 4/phorſo, the Tenth of 
that Name, 4, ro Caftile, in the Year 1257. But 
neither of theſe Princes making the leaſt Effort to ren- 
der himſelf Maſter of Germany, an enſued, 
which made the State fall into the utmoſt Diſorder and 
Deſolation ; the Great ones taking no care of any thing 
but to form Parties, rendered almoſt every thing the 
Prey of Violence. One diſtinguiſhed not the 
from the Subject; the three principal Families, the 
Suabian, the Auſtrian, and that of the Landgrave of 
Thuringia, being extin& ; every one ſeemed to vie for 
jority, and to render himſelf Maſter of theſe no- 
ble Inheritances, without the leaſt Appearance of Right: 
Force therefore was the only Arbitrator, and none ſub- 
mitted without Compulfion. As theſe Princes ſtood in 
need of Soldiers to ſupport their Cauſe, all that were 
ſo, were admitted to be of their Party, and had free 
Leave to act in what licentious Manner they pleas'd. 
Hence follow'd, as it neceſſarily muſt, all kind of Out- 
rages; nor could the Le „which the Cities on the 
Rhine had made, put any Stop to 'em, becauſe the Sol- 
diers by them diſbanded were entertam'd by the Princes, 
and canton'd out in Parties, to which the whole Coons 
* 10 


Diqpoſer of all Things had 


to join with the Cities which. were in League: 
aſſembled together, drove the Robbers from the 
Places which bad. ſerved them as a Retreat, and made 
them undergo the Puniſhment due to their Crimes; and 
having cleared the Country of theſe inferior -Diſtarberd 
of its Peace, in ſpite of the Diviſions which fill reign'd 
among the Great, Rogoiphus Count of Hapſbourg was 
elected Emperor in 1273, from whom is deſtended 
the preſent Emperor. He had the Blefling to ſpread an 
univerſal Calm throughout all the Territories which 
own'd his Power; to make ä 


[9] 
of the Laws 3 and, in fine, to ſettle every thing in the 
Manner it ought to be. 


On can never too much admire this wiſe Prince, 
ſaid Erafmus, who, without doing Injury to any of 
thoſe over whom he had Power, knew ſo well how to 
profit by the Imperial Dignity, as to render his Houſe 
the moſt powerful in all Germany; for Ottocare King 
of Bohemia, after the Death of Frederick Marquis of 
Auftria, who had the ſame Fate as Conradin at Naples, 
having poſſeſs'd himſelf of 4uftric, Carinthia, Car- 
niola, the Country of Findiſmark, and of Portnaon, 
loſt them all to the ſuperior Farce of Rodolpbus, who 
inveſted the Title of them in his Son Aubert; and gave 
to his ſecond Son, Rodo/phus, the Duchy of Suabia. 
So true it is, that there requires only Occahons to 
make us know great Men, and thoſe who are worthy 
of commanding others. : 
Tuts Prince, added Thelamont, being, fo wiſe and 
politic, after having aſſured the Glory of his Houſe, 
as Eraſancs has related, was very much preſs d by the 
Princes to carry the War into taly, in order to recover 
the Rights of the Empire ; but he reply'd, that he 
knew the Juſtice of his Cauſe, but he had much to ap- 
hend from the Steps of his Predeceſſors. He let them 
however, that he knew how to proceed by Means 
leſs violent; and that he was not ignorant of his Power 
nor Right, he ſent Agents ſecretly to the principal Ci- 
ties of Zaly, who propoſed to em an entire Liberty, 
on condition they would pay him a conſiderable Sum 
of Money. They negociated this Affair ſo well, that 
all was regulated ; the Imperial Patents ſent, and re- 
ceived ; the ready Money paid, and tranſported into 
Germany, before the Pope was inform'd of it. They 
murmured at Rome ; but the Thing being done, and uo 
ame; $ of — . they were conſtrained to Si- 
; peror Rodolphus, without ſpilli 
Blood, filled his Coffers, and gave Marks of AS 
#hority and Imperial Power, in a Country where they 
were thought to be extirpated. Si 
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Axoruzx Proof, added Urania, of the Sagacity of 
this Prince was, that, after having confirm'd his Powes 
in Germany, and rooted out thoſe Robbers who had 
been the public Peſt, he cauſed an Edict to be pub- 
Ifh'd, by which he ordain'd; that all the public or 
private Acts and Judgments ſhould be written in the 
German Tongue, whieh, tilt then, had been done in 
Latin: And, by that means, he not only refm'd the 
Language, but alſo diſpoſed the Hearts of the People 
to a joint Concurrence for the Good of the Empire. 
After _— accompliſh'd. all theſe great Things, he 
died in the Year 1297 | 

InvztD, ſaid Florinde, I am glad my Curioſity has 
furniſh'd an Oceaſion ſor the Relation of a Hiſtory no 
leſs agreeable than- inſtructive. But, I believe, con- 
tinued ſhe, it is now near the Hour-allotted for walk · 
ing; and a Place ſo perſectly pleaſant as that we aro 
going to, cannot” but afford a great Variety of new 
Subjects for. our Entertainment. | 
Art the Company applauding this Propoſal, they 
adjourn'd to the Terrafs which overlook'd the Water; 
where having taken ſeveral Turns, ſometimes ſeverally, 
and ſometimes „they re-united, and ſeated 
themſelves on the green Banks-with which it was 
ornamented ; and the Converſation becoming general, 
each mentioning ſomething that had been formerly an 
Amuſement in the Cabinet of Books, Felicia happen d 
to fall on a Treatiſe of the Paſſions; on which Camilla 
faid, For my part, I think, of all the Paſſions, 
and Revenge are the moſt dangerous, becauſe of 
eruel Effects they produce. ; 

Au} my dear Camilla, cried. Florinda, forbear to 
do fo much Honour. to Paſſions which it would be. a 
Shame even to think on without. Deteſtation, as to 
peak of em in a Company ſuch as this. We muſt 
not altogether condemn Camilla, interrupted Felicia 3 
Cuſtom authorizes what ſhe was about. to ſay. . But, in 
effect, there are ſo many Paſſions in the Soul, and thoſe 
d mingled, that to me. it ſeems very difficult to diſtin- 


- 
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the Name of Paſſion; Love, Hate, Ambition, Revenge, 
Anger, Pity, Grief, Joy, Voluptuouſneſs, an Eagerneſs 
of Flay! of Wine, of the Chace, and à thouſand others 
Which occur not g my Remembrance, bear all the 
Name of Paſſion ; and 1 cannot conceive how the Soul, 
which | doubtleſs is pure in itſelf, can give room to 
Sentiments ſo much the reverſe, and ſuffer all its 
Brightneſs to be tarniſh'd by an inordinate Deſire of any 


thing. 
 Tx18 is a Subject worthy of Thelamont, faid Oro- 
ane; and as his fine Reaſoning alone can draw Fe- 
ia out of the Incertainty ſhe is in, ſo I dare promiſe 
her, his Good-nature will prevail on him to do it. I 
aſſure you, anſwered he, you have promiſed more in 
my Name than, I fear, 1 ſhall be able to make good. 
To make a juſt Diſſertation on the Paſſions, requires 
not only more Eloquence, but alſo more Knowledge, 
than I can boaſt myſelf Maſter of. a 
No, no, reply d Urania haſtily, affect not an un- 
ſeaſonable Modeſty ; we very well know of what you 
are capable ; and as we are not in an Academy, where 
there is a Neceſſity of illuſtrating Argument with florid 
Phraſes, and hard Words, which the very Speakers 
ſometimes would be at a Loſs to explain the Meaning 
of, "twill be eaſy for you to let us know what you think, 
and will content us better. Ln | 
[ SINCE, you, my dear Urania, reſum'd Thelamont, 
make yourſelf of the Party who enjoin this Taſk, tis 
impoſſible for me to refuſe undertaking it. To ſati 
you then, without entering into the Detail of the iraſci- 
e, the ſenfitive, and the reſt of thoſe learned Ex- 
preſſions, which wou'd rather ſerve to puzzle, than 
obviate, my Diſcourſe and my Thoughts, I ſhall tell + 
J9% that give the Name of Paſſion only to thoſe 
ings which are capable of being ted by Reaſon, 
but cannot be deſtroy d by it; becauſe they being horn 
with us, are abſolutely neceſſary for our Perfection. 
On this Principle, I admit no more than three Paſ- 
wb, which are Love, Hate, and Ambition ; they are 
Mavements attach ' d to e en 
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ö 
of loving what is Good, hating what is Evil, and of 
ſeeking , the Means to acquire Glory by his Virtues: 
Theſe three Paſſions, ate Bed Emanations from the 
Divine Eſſence to the Creature; and by which we ure 
den to know, to love, and to render vurſelves wor- 
y the Protection of our Almighty Maker. All Men 
are born with them, and it is 1mpoffible to extinguiſh 
them; but Reaſon, which is one of the moſt beaatifcl 
Parts of the Soul, conducts and ſets em Bounds, that 
they may not turn into Vices, 8 15 
l BrrrFanrth faid Camilla, this Reaſon, 
which you term the moſt beautiful Part of the Soul, 
is alſo common to all Men; yer every one knows 
_ how to regulate his Love, his Hate, or his Am- 
tion. 
Ir is true, reply d Thelamont; but tho' we all par- 0 
take of Reaſon, the Difference of Humors, of Tem- ; 
rs, of Conſtitutions, of Times, Places, Occaſions, and 
ucation, oblige us to att different from one another, 
and frequently from ourſelves too in other Junctures. 
But this does not take away the Power Reaſon bas 
over the Paſſions, nor the Certainty of our being poſ- 
fels'd of the three I have mention'd. * b 
© In Infancy we are poſſeſs*d of em in the fame De- 
rale in Maturity ; we love, we hate, and have an 
ion ſor Things agreeable to our Age; Years do 
not at all augment em; they are only more diſcover- 
able, as well as Reaſon; for every one is born alſo with 
the ſame Share of Reaſon which is deſtin'd for his 
whole Life: Age and Eqdueation ferve indeed to rene 
it more conſpicuous ; but the three Paſſions T ſpeak of, 
= Mfandin Need of nothing to make themſelves be known. | 
Ie is natural for us to love Good, to hate Evil, and to | 
2 Perfection; and this Deſire is no other thun Am- | 
n. 
Amos, Revenge, Fear, Grief, Jealouſy, and | 
are not properly called Paſons, but Diſeaſes, of the Souls. 
which are merely accidental, and muſt have ſome 
Object to excite them; for if they were natural, like 
the three I mention, the Soul would be in un eternal 
"I Agitation 


— 
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Agitation and Contention within itſelf. We ſbould 
never be without Anger, without Revenge, without 
Fear, without Grief," and without Pity; and the Vio- 
lence of theſe different Emotions would not ſuffer us 
to enjoy one Moment's Calm: The Diforder of the 
Mind would ſo far influence the Body, that we ſhould 
fall into the moſ terrible Diſeaſes 3 and, in fine, Life 
tnſelf muſt in a time yield. | | 

Love,” Hate, and Ambition, are fo natural, and ſo 
much a Part of the Soul, that it would ceaſe to be a 
Soal, if any one of theſe three Paſſions cou'd ceaſe to 
actuate it; und as it is natural, it is pleaſant © What a 
Delight to love what is worthy to be loved What a 
Satisfaction in an Averſion to the contrary ? And how 
charming is the Hope that flatters our Ambition, that 
weſtall one Day be able to attain what we defire! From 
thefe Paſſions ariſe a ſweet Compoſure of Mind, which 
renders it happy ir ia, and almoſt unconcern'd with 
any exterior ion. ien - $209172120. OHM 
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' Reavgon has no more to do with theſe three Puf- 
Kons, than to regulate, conduct, and ſet Bounds to 
them. — it rd — —— thoſe other Movement: 
which are vu ca fMions 3 er and Revenge, 
when See youu powerful; nd We yt 
exert his whole Force in the Combat with them, of 
overthrown.” Grief, featouſy, and Pity, alſo have th 
turns to reigh 3 it is his to drive out the Uſirpers, 
and as it is impoſſible for them to unite, the Work is 
-more eaſily compleated. Befides, as theſe muſt have (61 
Incident to excite them, whenever that 3s paſt def, 
the Emotion ceaſes of courſe ; which, I think is a oy 


plain Proof, that they are not hatural, nor born with 
Ws catitiot; unprovoked, be angry, nor ſtudy 

venge Where there is no Offence 3 
mul arrive before we can know Grief ; we muſt bendid 
our Likeneſs in Miſery, before we are ſenſible of Pity : 
But Anger vaniſhes at the Approach of any pleaſing En- 
"xertainmeiit';" we think no more of Revenge, 2. 
. Perſon who has injured, demands Porgivenefs. Joy for 
Sally, 
and 


dome yobd'Event obliterates our Grief for the 
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and when) the Perſon whoſe Afflictions touched us, is 
relieved from em, Pity is no mormee. 
Tuts is entirely different from the Effects of that 
Love, that Hate, and that Ambition, which are born 
with us ; they have no occaſion for Objects to excite, 
or to maintain them. We love Good without Object, 
we hate Evil without Object, and without Object are 
ambitious of knowing both the one and the other. We 
wait not to be loved before we love, nor to be hated 
before we hate, nor r offer d * But ĩt 
is not ſo: with Anger, Revenge, Fear, Grief, or Pity ; 
we are, as it were, Saad ret Emotions ;. and 
when deliver d from them, we breathe as tho' fatigu'd 
with their Force, the Soul is glad to take reſt. Whereas 
Love, Hate, and Ambition, give us a continual Em- 
ployment ; but ſo agreeable, ſo ſatisfactory a one, that 
uns can never tire. And how can it be otherwiſe, ſince 
theſe Paſſions, while in free and uncontroul'd Opera- 
tion, diſengage us from all the Frailties and Troubles 
of Humanity, and turn our wholly on him who 
has created us; our Love is of Adoration, our 
Hate a Deteſtation of what he has forbid, and our 

Ambition a Deſire of being united to him. . 
Tus Definition, ſaid Camilla, has a, great deal of 
Force: But in what Rank then will you put thoſe other 

Agitations which are commonly called Paſſions.?. 
Tua Title, lovely Camilla, reſum'd Thelamant, 
is given to em only by the Vanity of Mankind; who, 
becauſe by the Word Paſſion is underſtood ſomething 
almoſt irrefiſtible, aims at the Glory of having it in 
bis Power to,ſubdue it. To-overcame. the. Paſſions, 
ſcems a Conqueſt wortby of us ; and tis rather · to gra- 
ti our Pride, than true Wiſdom, that we make Paſ- 
Hons of what are in rrality only 6mple Amuſements, to 
ths end our pretended Victory over them may appear 
Norwirnsrannixc, ſaid Apbonſe, the common 
Opinion is, that we are born with Inclinations to Rxil 
more than Good ; yet if it be ſo, there is certainly/a 
very great Glory in vanquiſhing ſuch a Et 1 

| * U 
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Bur methinks, reply'd Eraſmus, this Opinion s 
evidently erroneous ; for if it were true, that the 
Great Creator had given us a ſtronger Tendency to 
Evil, his divine Juſtice would lay him under a Neceſ- 
fity of pardoning all the Vices it would influence us to 
commit. 

No, reſum'd Thelamont, we are undoubtedly born 
only for Good ;. and the Author of Nature has given us 
the Knowledge of Evil, for no other Purpoſe, than 
that we may avoid it. And as our Soul cannot be ſen- 
ſible of the one, nor the other, without Dove, Hate, 
and Ambition, he gave us theſe three Paſſions in order 
for our Perfection; but foreknowing the Weakneſs to 
which Humanity would be liable, added Reaſon for a 
Guide, leſt theſe Paſſions, by being miſapplied, ſhould. 
turn to Vices. . | 

In regard to Play, it is no more than an 
ment, not faulty in itſelf, but as the Will of Man has 
made it. An immoderate Love of it perverts the Paſ- 
fron of Love, given as a Virtue, intoa Vice ; and the 
Avarice, which for the moſt part is attach'd to it, ren- 
ders it ſtill more pernicious. The Plays of the Ancients 
were no more than a.Relaxation from Buſineſs-or 
to prevent the Mind from being too much fatigu'd, 
and that it might return to its uſeful} Occupations with 
more Vigour. They had nothing in them ſordid, or 
mercenary 3 Honour and Glory were the only Aims; 
and to excel in Wit, Addreſs, or Agility of Body, was 
the Emulation of thoſe who play d. The modern Plays, 
with Cards and Dice, are founded on Covetouſneſs:;. 
and the End of them is Loſs of Time, Money, and 
Reputation, without any one Ad vantage n 


for ſuch Mis fortunes. 


Vorurrvousuzss is alſo far unworthy: the Namie 
of a Paſſion : It. is produced by a too nice Delicacy of 
Taſte and Inclination. Vet is there. a Defire of the 
| Meaſures of this World, which is not to be condemned; 
and that is ſuch. as purſues them not to Exceſs, and 
enjoys them with Moderation. Tranquility, Cheer- 
fulneſs, and Purity of Manners,. are the 
Me £ 


of 
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of this Propenſity, and one cannot be without it, and 
be entirely free from a certain Auſterity which is irk- 
ſome to Society, and diſagreeable to ourſelves : Nor 
does this conſiſt in Tables loaded with Proviſions, or in 
the Variety. of Beauties 3 we may indulge it, even in 
the moſt frugal Repaſt, and with the Woman, who to 
all Eyes but our on is the leaſt lovely. This is owing 
to Content, which gives us a Reliſh to the meaneſt 
Pleaſure; but a continual Purſuit and Eagerneſs after 
new-Enjoyments, is no other than Debauchery, and 
.the/Inchnation at length becomes too much vitiated to 
liar thing with Satisfaction. | 

» As for the Chace, it is neither a Paſſion nor a Vice : 

"tis an Exerciſe. innocent and noble; it gives us martial 
Sentiments and an Activity of Body ; it enures us to 
Fatigue, renders us more able to undergo it when re- 
4quired. - But as 'Exceſs in all things is condemnable ; 
this ought not to be without Bounds, * take up: $00 
— iTjms or Attention. 

Bur to conclude, theſe are neither Vices, Wenn 
nor Paſſions, in themſelves, but Amuſements which 
ſueceed each other, and are alternately their own Do- 
ſtruction; whereas the three Paſſions, Love, Hate, and 
Ambition, begin with our Lives, and continue in old 
Age, in Sickneis, in Impotence, in all Misfortunes, 
and in all Events, 1 yg till wag 
-ceaſe to he. 

E THELLMON T bad uo ſeonergiven.over ſpeab- 
ing, than this agreeable Company ſeem'd to vie with 
each other who ſhould moſt applaud what he had faid. 
But Lune, Who knew the Trouble thele Praites 
would give bis | Modeſty, - but a ſtop to them by theſe 

Words : It muſt be confeſs d, ſaid the, that what we 

-have heard, has the utmoſt Claim to our Admiration 


but as all Demonſtrations: of it, rob us of the time 


might be ſpent in farther Improvement, let us content 
ourſelves with telling him, we had been very unhappy 
— 11 been ö in his een on — 


re 
I ans 


I aM- not ſo complaiſant as you, reply'd Camilla, 
. moſt charming Sprightlineſs ; and tho“ it, 
the utmoſt Conſtraint on the Modeſty of 
F cannot forbear teſtifying ſome Part af 

able Diſcourſe. has had on me: 
| | it, I ſhew myſelf not- incapable of 
that laudable Voluptuouſneſs he has juſt now ſo finely. 


Pictured out. 8 TS 

: found. ſomething ſo pleaſant 
in this Expreſſion, that it farniſh'd them an agreeable 
Entertainment for ſome Minutes, A/phonfo, who loved 
her with the moſt perfeft Ardor, took this Oceaſion 
to aſk her, if ſhe had never experienc'd that innocent 
Emotion before ? Ves, anfwer'd ſhe, looking on him 
with Eyes full of Softneſs, I have known it, tho' igno · 
rant of its Name or Definition ; but I am now ſenſible, 
that it is the ſame with that ſweet Satisfaction I feel 
in loving and being beloved. How much I am pleaſed, 
ſaid Uravia, to ſee Camilla and Florinda in the Stata 
I have long wiſh'd them ! I read in the Eyes of Eraſ+ 
mus, What in his Heart ; they tell me he would 
ſay to his charming Spouſe, all that thoſe of Alnbon ſo 
declare to his. ; 
As the Mouths of Ere/mus and Aphonſo 
opening to make an Anſwer to,{/renia ſuitable ta the 
Occaſion, the ſudden Appearance of Horten/ia 
Melintut, at the other End of the Terrals, pur a 

to the Converſation : every. body ring to meet 
agreeable Viſiters, as they came haſtily towards them. 

Tur were no ſooner join'd, and the firſt Civili- 

ties over, than, ſaid Hortenfia, addreſſing herſelf to 
Urania, we heard of your Arrival this Morning ; and 
as we are at the Caſtle of C:/;mina for ſome time, 
would not omit a Day to congratulate your Return, and 
take Part of your inſtructive Entertainments. Thela- 
mont and Urania, who had a peculiar Regard for this 
amiableCouple, thank'd them with a Tenderneſs which 
was eaſily diſtinguiſh'd from that which meer 
Manners occaſions. Then returning to the Bank, they 
all cook their Places, and the Converſation "— 


in indulging 
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the Happineſs of Florinda and Camilla, and the Obli- 
gation they had conferr'd on this agreeable Society, by 
adding to it two ſuch worthy Members as Alphonſe 
and Era/mus. Afterwards, the Houſe of Urania; faid 
Melintus, ſeems to me to be the Receptacle of faith - 
ful Lovers ; *tis the Temple of Union and Concord, 
and ſhe herſelf the Goddeſs of it. 

Tux Fiction is full of Gallantry, ſaid Felicia, but. 
is true 3 and if Urama would oblige the Company 
wich an Ode, ſhe ſent ſome ſmall time before her Mar- 

nage with | The/amont to one of her Friends, ſhe 
f e prve how folt Melintus has been in this 


| —_— 
dear gabe, reply d Urania ſmiling, l ooght 
to blame your Indiſcretion in mentioning a Trifle fuch 
as that. No matter, interrupted Orophanes, you ought 
to obey the Law, which is obſerv'd here, and give us 
Encouragement to conceal nothing of the Productions 
of our Wit, or the Effects of our Memory. It would 
be as unjuſt, added The/amont, not to lay before this 
Company all that our Genius can enable us to perform, 
as it would be unſincere to have any Reſerve to thoſe, 
to whom we are io tenderly attach'd. I yield, fe- 
ply'd Urania, and I expect, by my expoſing this little 
- Sally of a Muſe, perſectly artleſs, to prove I am alto- 
her free from the aches you throw on me. 
Aſter theſe Words, the fell into a little Pauſe, as if +6 
pecolled what ſhe was e and then * 
in Wir | T 
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I PERFECT LOVE, 


AN 
IRREGULAR 0 DE. 


o „ 


I. 


HY, my too curious Friend ! di thou uy 
The 1 Secret of Urania's 12 ? 

That Secret / Ive fo long with Care conceal"'d, 

From every buſy prying Gue 4. 
Oh ! why deft 12 7750 Bould reveal d ? 

II. 

Yet nothing, ſurely, ought to be unknown 
To Celimena, and Urania's Soul; 

Then, Muſe ! to Celimena own 
How feet my Chains ee their tral! 
Blend thy bf Colours, uſe thy utmoſt Art, 

To paint a Flame without Compare, 

Than Friendibip fironger far, | 

Than Love ET more /aſting, ane 
—_— rd ao ac 

III. 


My Paſſion glides with fuch a conflant Stream, 
Such ſoft Defires inſpire my Virgin Youth, 
Phoebus ten times his annual Courſe has run, 

a, 3 Winters have 1 ſeen, 5 
any grate ul Springs are AN in, 

« come, and paſt, and Lone, 

755 et 4 eft my Love the ſame ; 
Kindled by Merit, * confirm'd by Truth. 


i th gi 
Time, fell Deflroyer of all mortal Things, 
* a Flame no Alteration OW 


ge - MAIS © Wh 


%. 
His iron Fingers may perhaps invade, 
. My blooming Mien 3 and I may fade, 
yes 40 ſparkling etaſey | -— -- 
Frail Gifts of Nature ! only form'd to pleaſe 
The giddy Vain, attach'd to ſhew / 
My Charms Hall all confift in being truc : 
My Conftancy Time's envious Pow'r defy, 
Tho" loft my Bloom, the" dull my Eye. 
| . e e 
Thoſe wavering Fires, aubich have uſurp d Love's Name, 
Serve only to debaſe its Fa 
SicPaine, are gone at every little Saf; '.. \1\/ 
True Lowe's immutable, and will for euer laſh, 
Such is my Paſſion, ſuch Urania: Fire, 
And fuch alana can Thelamont inſpire. \ 


I wondz not, faid Felicia, when Urania had 
finiſh'd, at the Zeal he exprefs'd for us to hear this Ode, 
he had certainly a fort of -Foreknow of the Late» 
reſt he had in it; and I believe it would be impoſſible 
even for himſelf to defcribe Conſtancy and perſect Love 
in a more agreeable and touching manner. fs 

Ovk Thanks, my dear Felicia, reply d Hortenfia, 
are greatly owing to you, for procuring us this delight- 
ful Eptertainmept : But the Silence of Thelamont ſur- 

izes me ; for, methinis, he ought not to be leſs ſen - 

ble than we are. Look an him, cryed Camilla, and 
you will have nothing wherewith to .reproach him. 
And indeed this tender Hyſband felt ſo tender a Satif- 
faction at this Proof he receiy'd of the Affection of his 
beautiful Wife, that he put a more than ordinary Con- 
ſtraint upon himſelf, not to give way DIET port. 
The Company perceiy*d it, and would not add to 
Confuſion by Raillery 3 which emboldeniog him a little, 
he took the Hand of Urama, and Kifling it with 
utmoſt Ardor ; 1 am too fenlible, ſaid he, of thi 
Friendſhip of all here, not to believe they will ſo 
reaſonable a Raptare, as that with which my Heart 
” abounds this happy Inſtant. . Suffer me, thereſare, my 
2 ever 
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ever to be admired Urania, to aſſure you in the Pre- 
ſence of this Company, that my Love and my Fidelity 
are equal to your enderneſs and Conflancy ; and tho 
you expreſs 'em with more Graces than F can do, yet 
I feel em in no leſs Perfection than yourſelf. 

URANIA, who expected not this Action from The- 
lamont, had her Face immediately cover'd with a fcar- 
let Bluſh ; but reflecting that ſhe was in the Company 
only of Perſons who were married, and who were 
themſelves too ſenfible of the tender Paſſions, to ridi- 
cule the Proofs of it in another, ſhe began to be a little 
more aſſured: And looking on The/amont with a Ten- 
derneſs which merited all the Teſtimonies he had given 
her of his, and then on the Company, who all. this 
time were in a profound Silence, You ſee, faid the, 
to what your Curioſity has expoſed us: Had it not 
been for this Ode, we had been engaged in ſome en- 
livening Converſation ; whereas now we all ſeem to 
retire into ourſelves, which I am fure is more oppoſite 
to the Law here inſtitured, than any thing T have deen 

puiley of. 

Ir we have for ſome Moments, Madam, faid M-- 
lintus, ceaſed to ſpeak, it does not however denote 
any one of us has been abſent from the Company; 
and J dare anſwer, that every Mind here has agreed in 
the ſame Sentiment, 

Fox me, added Aiphonſo, the Quality of Haſband 
will never make me relinquiſh that of Lover; and I 
cannot comprehend how any one can de ive har, 
of the only thing can other hich ea | 

Fax of your! inion, added Eraſmus ; every Day 
brings with it an creaſe of my Affection ſor m 1 
rinda, and I am alſo fo . to be deſcend 
Race, who the — 2 they were martied, felt the — — 
Pleaſure in being ſo 
Ts this Copformity of Sentiment, rephy d Thela- 
mont, Which made me take the Liberty 1 joſt now 
did ; for 1 confeſs to you, it would have been a very 
great Mortification to me not to have declared to Ura- 
ia, in that Moment, what ſhe had inſpired me with. 


Ir 


oy 


IT muſt be acknowledg'd, ſaid Felicia, that we are 


all happy in being united to Perſons from whom we 


can have no Wiſh to change. You have anſwer'd well, 
reply'd Orophanes ; and as none can know me without 


knowing I have the utmoſt Intereſt in this pleaſing Re- 


fleftion, I give you my fincere Thanks. Felicia was 
about to ſpeak ſomething on the ſame Head, when Fo- 
rindg prevented her in this Manner; In what Part of the 
World, ſaid that amiable Lady, could we find that Hap- 
pineſs we enjoy? In Spain and 1taly they are ſuch Slaves 
to Jealouſy, that they permit not the leaſt Liberty to 
their Wives, and they live with them more like a 
Captive than a Companion and Friend : They are kept 
in an entire Ignorance of all the Sweets of Society and 
the Improvements of Converſation, and are uſed only 
as a chief Servant, or a neceſſary Something, created 
anly for the Convenience of Man, and Propagation of 
the World. Among the Turks they are ſeparated yet 
more ſtrictly from the Converſe of Mankind; and thoſe 
who compoſe the Seraglio of the Grand Signior, who 


ought, methinks, to enjoy Privileges above others, 


have the leaſt of any. They are ſo continually taken up 
with their Endeavours to pleaſe the Emperor, that they 
ſeem dead to all Human-kind beſide: It is not only cri- 
minal to converſe with Men, but alſo with Women, ex- 
cepting thoſe ſhut up in the ſame Walls; and of Conſe- 
quence can contract no real Friendſhip, becauſe of their 
eternal Jealouſy that reigns among them; and if they 
happen to enter into any Intimacies, the Violence of 
their Humours is ſuch, that it carries em to Exceſſes 
which deſtroy all the Sweets of Society. It is not as 
in France, where both Sexes partake of all the true 
Pleaſures of Life, by an allowed and innocent Liberty. 
We converſe, we make Parties, and by this Freedom 
know who are worthy our Eſteem, and contract Love 
or Friendſhip without being liable to thoſe tragical Ac- 


eidents which the Countries 1 have been ſpeaking of 


abound in. | 
Wuar you ſay, my dear F/orinda, reply'd Urazis, 
is very Jult ; yet I am perſuaded, that were our Liberty 
1 and 
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and Manner of living 'to be offer'd to one of thoſe 
Women who pretend to.the Heart of the Emperor, of 
the Turks, ſhe would refuſe it, and prefer that Captivity 
to our Freedom. The preateſt Part of the Women be- 
ing brought up in this Hope, Ambition is ſo ſtrong in 
them, that they would forego all other Felicities for 


this Honour: Tis this which makes all the Thoughts, 


Buſineſs, and Wiſhes of that great Number of Beauties 
which are contain'd in the Seraglio. g 

I am. well aſſured; added A/pbenſo,. that had the 
greatelt Pleaſures of the Chriſtian World been offered 
to Roxana, the favourite Miſtreſs of Anurat the I'Vth, 
ſhe would have diſdam'd them, and choſe to remain 


_ a Manner to the Perſon who had been ſo dear to 
Ix is eaſy to ſatisfy you, reply d Thelamont ; and, 
if it will beany Amuſement to this Company, 


a 
I will willingly repeat it to em. We are too well la- 


you ſpeak, not to embrace this Offer: And we have 


I enough before Supper, added Florinda, - for you 


to recount it. All the Company having approved of 
what had been ſaid by Horten/ia and Flerinda, and 
deſired The/amont to give them the Pleaſure his laſt 
Words made em hope, he immediately began the 
Narration he had promiſed in the following Terms: 


> 


The Hitory of ——— and Sultay 
41 Aub R Ar the Fourth. 


Do not Pg fable! 1 e vv the 
1 Hiſtory M whole Life of this Emperor, nei- 
ther is it neceſfary, none here being ignorant of the 

ral Accidents of the Ottoman Empire; and my 
Defign being only to ſatisfy the Curiofity of rhe amiable 
Camilla, in reciting thoſe Particulars which” occafron®d 
the Death of Roxana, I ſhall only have recourſe to 
ſome Memoirs which I had once a Sight of, but were 
never publiſh'd. 

For your better Inſtruction then, in what you 1 * 
to know, I ſhall begin my Hiſtory 8 the time 
Anurat turned his Arms againſt Tbe lo 
Wars which Uladi//aus King IT Plan was obliged 
maintain with the Orremant, had fo much aſſed 
his Treaſures, tho* Victory ſometimes declared ig his 
Favour, that he was conſtrained to liſten to the Propo- 
fals of Peace made him by the Miniſters of the Porte; 
and concluded it with them in a ſhort time, to the Sa- 


tisfaction of both Monarchs, tho' for different Rea- 


ſous: The one, becauſe both Men and Money 
to fait; and the other, becauſe he had a Deſigns 


— on another Quarter. 
KER — of Babylon, having made himſelf | 


Maſter of immenſe Treaſures by indirect Means, deli- 
vered up that fine City into the Hands of the King of 
Perſia, as à Bribe for the MHlum he expected in his 
Territories; where, according to his Deſire, he was 
received and protected. On which, Amurat reſolved to 
neglect nothing that might forward his Revenge, for 
the Encouragement given to this Traitor; and deſign- 
ing to — his Enemy, he cauſed it to be * 
: that 
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chat the great Forces he was railing were defign'd for 
the Conqueſt of Lady, where he pretended to carry the 
War, after the Example of his Predeceſſor Mahomet 
the Second. | 

Bur the Embaſſador of the King of Perfia being 
then at the Porte, ſaw into the true Intention, and ſent 
Advice of it to the Sophi, who put a ſtrong Garriſon 
into Babylon, and very much fortified it, by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of that ſkilful Engineer Natelli, Native of Padua, 
whom the Doge of Venice had ſent to him. 

AMUUR AT having prepar'd every thing, paſſed the 
Boſphorus, and march'd with the utmoſt Diligence to- 
ward Pera, defeating all the Troops which had been 
placed to obſtruct his Way, and, without ſtopping, came 
directly to Tawris, which was the ordinary Reſidence of 
the Perfian Kings ; having ravag'd all the Country be- 
tween Euphrates and that City, and carrying Terror 
with him, for the Cruelties he had exerciſed in thoſe 
Places he had overcome, ſparing neither Age nor Sex. 

Hz found, however, an Oppoſition at Tauris, which 
he little expected; and perceiving it would not be eaſy 
to reduce it by Storm, made them very fair Promiſes if 
they would ſurrender : But they knowing their Prede- 
ceſſors had been deceiv'd by the like Offers, by the cruel 
Selim, the firſt of that Name, and afterwards by So/ymar: 
the Magnificent, both of whom having plunder'd the 
City, carried the chief of the Inhabitants Priſoners to 
Turky, reſolv'd to refiſt to the laſt : Their Courage and 
Bravery made Amurat begin to deſpair of Conqueſt, 
when a Traitor diſcover'd to him a Part of the Town 
which was weaker than the reſt, and adviſed him how 
to make the Breach ; which Amurat taking his Ad- 
vantage of, aſſaulted it with ſo much Fury, chat in ſpite 
of the moſt brave and vigorous Defence that perhaps 
ever was made, this unfortunate City became the P 
of Conqueſt ; and the Emperor, provok'd by their long 
Reſiſtance, put all, without Dictinction, to the Sword. 

Arrzx this, he took out of the Palace all the rich 
Veſſels of Gold, Silver, and precious Stones, with which 
the Luxury and Magnificence of the Sophi's had em- 

Vor. III. | * belliſh'd 


ſearch' d, they found ſeveral curious Pictures about him, 


Truth, immediately told him, That it was drawn for the 


| [26] 
bellich'd it, and the Treaſures of the City, which were 
very great, yet not ſufficient to ſtay his Reſentment : 
He therefore cauſed all the Moſques, Houſes, and Walls 
to be entirely eraſed, as a Warning to thoſe other 
Places he intended to beſiege, not to provoke, by a vain 
e and implacable an 
r 6 

His Troops were no ſooner recover'd from their 
Fatigue, than he led them to Rezan, which he imme- 
diately inveſted. In one of the Attacks made on that 
Place, a Party of Spa#i's took fix Priſoners, one of 
which was a Painter, named Bionchiny ; whom having 


which ſeem' d fit Preſents for the Emperor, and were 
therefore carry'd to his Tent. 

AMURAT had no ſooner caſt his Eyes on one of 
theſe Pictures, which reſembled a Woman of moſt ex- 
cellent Beauty, than he burn'd with Impatience to be- 
hold the Original; and having commanded Bionchiny 
to be brought before him, 1s this admirable Face, ſaid 
he, the Work of thy Imagination, or is it the Copy of 
a living ObjeQ ? If it be ſe, let me know her Name, and 
Place of Abode, and Liberty ſhall be thy Recompence. 

Tus Painter, who had no Reaſon to diſguiſe the 


Princeſs Rakima, Siſter of Emir Gumer,; who command- 
ed in Rez4r, and the whole Province, of which that was 
the Metropolis; but aſſur d him, that whatever Charms 
he might find in the Picture, they were infinitely infe- 
rior to what that incomparable Princeſs was poſſeſs d 
of: And then proceeded to give ſuch a Deſcription of 
her Wit and Beauty, as entirely compleated a Conqueſt 
over the Heart of the amorous Sultan; and the long 
and copfirm'd Aſcendant Roxana had maintain'd, now 
gave place to this new Charmer. Sham 

Bur making his Paſſion in ſome manner aſſiſtant to 
his Policy, he told Bionchiny, That his Fortune depended 
on his Readineſs to obey him, ordered him to give him 
a perfect Account of the Character of Emir Gumer, and 
in what manner he was regarded by the People of Rexzar. 
AR Tux 
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Tur cunning Tralian, who perceiv'd the Motives of 
the Sultan's Curioſity, and doubted not but he ſhould 
find his Account” in obliging fo — a Monarch, 
refolv'd to conceal nothing of the Truth, and anſwer d 
him in this Manner. Gumer, {aid he, my Lord, is the 
moſt ſelf-intereſted and avaricious'Man in the World; 
he is capable of ſacrificing every thing to his Ambition ; 
and this Diſpoſition has led him to-plander the whole 
Province in fuch fort, that he has the Curſes of all Sorts 
of People on him: Had not thy Arms, continued he, 
induced them to unite for the common Good, they 
would e'er this have roſe againſt him; This he is not 
ignorant of, and I am perſuaded if thy Mightineſs 
would condeſcend to put Confidence in thy Slave, I 
could preſcribe Means to deliver this ſtately and pom- 
pous City into thy Diſpoſal. 
Tuts was not an Offer to be rejected; and without 
the leaſt Hefitarion, Well, faid Anurut, if thou wilt do 
this, and quit thy Religion, to embrace that of the true 
Believers, I will make thee ſo rich and powerful, that 
there ſhall be nothing left for thee to deſire. 
Tux Painter made no Scruple of doing every thing 
required of him, and being inſtructed by Azwrat what 
Propofals he ſhould make the Emir in his Name, he re- 
turn'd to Rezan; and the Brightneſs of the Sun the ſame 
Day had not given Place to Shade, before he found an 
Opportunity of being introduced to Emir Gumer, under 
Fretence of diſcovering to him what he had diſcoverd 
in the Camp of Anuràt. 1 
Bex interrogated by him on that Affair, he ſo 
Highly exaggerated the Strength and Number of the Sul- 
tan's Forces, that the Deſeription ſtruck Terror to the 
Heart of the Governor; which Bionchim perceiving, 
*Tis certain, ſaid he, this Emperor wants not the Power 
to do whatſoever” he wills, and is determin'd to treat 
this City as he has done Tauris, in caſe it reſiſts ever fo 
little longer. It is therefore in your Power, continued 
he, and only yours, to ſtop the Rage of "Cruelty, to 
fave" ſo many thouſand Lives, to ſave theſe beautiful 
Churches and Palaces, and to fave yourfelf, Family and 
"2 | C 2 Riches, 
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Riches,. which elſe muſt all become one common Spoil 
to this imperial Ruiner. Flatter not yourſelf, my 


added be, ſeeing his Diſcourſe made the deſired Im- 
preſſion on him, with the Hope of being able to make 
any 1 by attempting it, you will but ir- 
ritate Conqueror; whereas he now would have 
Rexan experience his Clemency, and I doubt not but 
alſo allow it very hanourable Conditions, beſides a 
very great Increaſe of Riches and Grandeur to yourſelf, 
if by your Means it is ſurrendered. | 
Ems Gumer had liſtened with the utmoſt A 
tention to every Article Bionchiny had delivered, but 
this Laſt left him no room to heſitate ; and he cry'd 
out, But art thou certain that Amurat will liſten to an 
Is from me, and that he will preſerve his Fai 


in a Treaty of this Nature? The Painter then made no 
Scruple to repeat the Converſation he had with the Em- 


peror, and that it was by his Orders he had mentioned 
a Reward to whoever ſhould yield the City, and ſpare 
him the Trouble of a long Siege. On which, this per- 
fidious Governor, agitated between the Fear of loſing 


his Life, and what was till more dear, his Treaſures, 


and the Expectation of aggrandizing himſelf and Fami- 


ly, came immediately to a Reſolution of doing what- 


ever might entitle him to the Favour of Amuratr. 
BIONCHINY vas therefore diſpatch's ſecretly 
to the Camp, with Commiſion to aſſure the Emperor 


that Emir Gamer had no higher Ambition than to be 


the Slave of ſo great a Prince; that he was ready to re- 
nounce the Service of his Maſter the King of Perſia for 
ever, and to refign into the Ottoman Power the whole 
Province and City of Rezan, provided he might have his 
ſacred Promiſe for Protection and future Employment. 


AMUR AT was no ſooner acquainted by Bianchiny 3 
with this Propoſal, than he accepted it with Pleaſure, i 


giving the Bearer large Rewards, and remitting a great 
Sum of Money to Emir Gumer as an Aſſurance of his 
Favour ; on which this Villain yielded to the Enemy of 
his King, his Country and Religion, all that his Royal 
Maſter and Kinſman had committed to his Truſt. 


J 
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As the beautiful Rakima was the ſole Motive that 
induced the Sultan to enter this City rather by Strata- 
em than Force, the Moment he was admitted, he left 
e Care of every thing to the Grand Vizier Achmet, 
and demanded of Emir Gumer to be conducted to the 
Apartment of that Princeſs ; which he immediately 
did, ardently wiſhing the Charms of his Siſter might 
have the Effect on Amurat which they had already ob- 
tain'd in Effigy; ſo much did A and Ambition 
prevail on the Mind of a Wretch, as to ſtifle all Regard 
Fr Virtde, or the real Honour of his Houſe. © 
Tuts Interview had in it ſomething fingular, by the 
mutual Surprize of theſe two Lovers. As much as Au- 
rat was prepoſſeſs'd in Favour of this Princeſs, as much 
enamour'd as he was of her Idea, he found the Sub- 
ſtance ſo infinitely above all that her Picture or his own 
Imagination had form'd of her, that for ſome Moments 
he could only behold ber with a mute Aſtoniſhment. 
He gazed, but nad not the Power of Utterance. 
Su x, on the other Hand, had form'd an Image of 


Anuat in ber Mind, all fierce and terrible ; ſhe had 


conſidered him as a Man, or rather Homicide, panting 
only after War and Deſolation ; and now, being pre- 


ſented with a Prince, Who to all the Advantages of the 


moſt graceful Form, had added a Softneſs which rarely 
fail'd to ſubdue the Heart he wiſh'd to conquer, ſhe 
felt a Mixture of Delight and Wonder, which ſoon 
raiſed itſelf almoſt to Rapture. | 1 

Boru recovering themſelves a little, they advanced 
flowly towards each other; and Ralima being about 
to throw herſelf at his Feet, he prevented her with 
the moſt paſſionate Action, accompany'd by theſe 
Words: is for me, moſt beautiful Ralima, faid he, 
to give you theſe Marks of Reſpect. The Sentiments 
you have inſpired me with, will ſubmit for ever the 

mperor of the 7u-s. Tis hard to fay, whether 
Rakima"bluſh'd at t. Expreflion more with Modeſty 
than Joy ; and if ſhe made not an immediate Anfwer, 
it was, becauſe the Uncertainty in what Manner ſhe 
ſhould do it, prevented her. But the Emir, whoſe every 
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entiment gave to his Satisfaction, render'd it 
ee: for her to Bea, by ſaying, Whatever Senti- 
8 mighty Lord may have for my Siſter, it is 

Duty, 0 I doubt not but will be her Inclination 
alſo, to regulate her's accordingly. He had no ſooner F_ 
ended: theſe Words, than he went out of the Room, 1 
under Pretence of giving ſome neceſſary Orders, leaving K 
the Sultan to AJA Courtſhip without Witneſſes, 
no body being preſent but Rakima's Women, who 
withdrew to a good Diſtance, out of Reſpect. b 
Tun young Rakima, who was brought up in t 

ſame Manner thoſe of Turkey are, and had never ti 
this Inſtant felt even the Approaches of Love, could 
not behold a Prince like Anurat, ſo great, ſo magni- 
ficent, and ſo amiable, without being agitated at once 
by Tenderneſs and Ambition; and as in the Zaff it is 
the lame thing to love and to reveal it, the Sultan was 
not long before. he was made ſenſible of his Happineſs ; 
which he enjay'd in ſo fall a Manner, that he forgot | 
Roxana, tho' ſhe had accompanied him in this War; | 

paying to Rakima all the Devoirs ſhe could hope or 

expect from a Man ſhe ſo truly loved, and loading 

Emir Gumer, who. had delivered his Siſter with the 

ſame Facility he had done his Government, with Pre- 

ſents, Honours, and Employments, even beyond the 

Aim of his own Avarice and Pride. 37 

Wutz things were thus tranſacting within the | 

Walls of Rezar, the Sultaneſs Roxana bad Intelligence 

at the Camp, of all that paſſed ;. and poſleſs'd of the 
| moſt, furious and places Hate againſt this Riy 

thought of nothing bat how to contrive the Means o 

her „ in which. Policy ſhe was not a little verſed, 

as tog many of thoſe whoſe Love or Ambition en- | 

them to. pleaſe the Sultan, had experienc'd, H 1 
elty had- inſpired ſo hvely a Terror in the Ladies 
the Seraglio, that the Deſire of being approved by the 
Emperor was almoſt extinguiſh'd in them: The Power | 
ſhe had, by having. had the Honour to bear him the firſt | 
Sen, and the abſolute Conqueſt her Beauty had made 
of his. Heart, notwithſtaading the an F 
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he ſometimes felt for others, made every one deſpair 
of being able to gain him wholly from her, or of 
avoiding being given up Victims to her Rage, when» 
ever her Jealouly ſhould prompt her to demand the 
Sacriſice. NI 3312 
Tuis haughty Princeſs: wrote ſeveral Letters to 
Amurat, from the Camp, full of Reproaches, mingled 
with ſuch Menaces as made the Emperor - apprehenſive 
his Pleaſures, would be interrupted by her Preſence; and 
for that Reaſon, as well as to prevent the Effects of her 


Rage on Rakima, he ſent an expreſs Order to forbid 
per coming to Reza. He knew her lmpatience of a 


beloved Rival, he fear'd the Effects of it, and ſhe was 
neither become indifferent enough to him, for him to 
be able to exert any great Authority over her Actions: 
nor ſince ſhe had brought him a Prince, ,who was to 
be his Heir, thought it Prudence to do ſo. He: palli- 
ated the Command he ſent her, by telling her, That all 
things were yet in Diſorder in the City, and the Hearts 
of the People not well. enopgh aſſured for. her Safety; 
However, not depending on the Obedience of Roxana 
to this Mandate, aud dreading the Fate of Rakime, he 
reſolved to fend her to: Damas. To this end, he ſur - 
niſh'd a Palace in that Place, not inferior in Magnifi- 
cence to that which was the ordinary Habitation of 
Roxana at Conflantinople., To the Eunuch Uglan, whoſe 
Fidelity in a thouſand Secrets he had experienc'd, he 
entruſted the Charge of this Aﬀair. But the beautiful 
Rakima had fo fincere a Tenderneſs for her Imperial 
Lover, that ſhe could not think of being ſeparated 
from him without an inexpreſſible Grief; and in Spite 
of the Dangers that ſurrounded her from the Malice of 
Roxana, ſhe choſe rather to hazard them all, than en- 
dure the Pangs of Abſence. 

- AMURAT was fo much touch'd with her Sorrows, 
and the Occaſion of them, that bis Love encreaſing with 
Proofs of her Tenderneſs, he could not retain the 


eſolution he had form'd. Ah} my Lord, (ſaid the to 
him, with Eyes overflowing with Tears) to prevent 

- the . in Peril of 1. Life, you candemn me to a 
IG 4 _ cortain 
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certain Death All that can be feared from the ſea- 
louſy of Roxane is far leſs dangerous than Abſence 
from you-———— If I muſt die therefore, let it be in the 
Preſence of my loved Lord and Maſter, that the laſt 
Odject of my cloſing Eyes may be him, for whoſe dear 
* Life or Light can be eſteemed a Hap- 


Pine | 

WIr Diſcourſes ſuch as theſe ſhe pierced the 
Heart of the Sultan ; but the more he loved, the more 
he feared her Loſs. My dear Rakime / anſwer'd he, 
whenever you die, your Amurat muſt ceaſe to live ; 
but I maſt have you preſerve yourſelf for me. I ſend © 
you not from me but to put you in a Condition that 
we hereaſter-may be together with more Security ; have 
then the Complaiſance to eaſe me of the continual Cares 
I am in for your dear Life ; I will ſoon be with you, 
and you will be convinc'd at my Return, that nothing is 
fo precious to Amura? as the incomparable Rakima. 

SEVERAL Diſcourſes of the like Nature 

between them; the Conſequence of which was, that 
the Princeſs was conſrain'd to yield to his Reaſons, 
and ſhe departed for Damas, after having given and re- 
ceiv'd all the Aſſurances of an inviolable Conſtancy, 
that a tender Fearfulneſs could exact, or Love could 


Pay. | | 54 ' 
RAKIMA had no ſooner quitted Rezan, than the 
Sultan return'd to the Camp, where Roxane had not 
much Reaſon to be ſatisfy'd with his Behaviour, being 
Rill too full of his new Paſſion to make any great Re- 
turns to hers. Some Days after, he march'd his Army 
to Babylon; but being willing to be deliver'd from the 
Importunities of the Sultaneſs, he ſent her to Conflan- 
tinople. But not all the Honours paid to her in the 
Cities and Towns thro' which ſhe paſs'd, nor the mag- 
nificent Reception given her at that Capital of the Em- 
pire, could give any Conſolation to the ſecret Diſcon- 
tent of her Soul, at finding her Preſence leſs neceflary 
to the Peace of Amurat than it had been. | * 
Tus Army being arrived at Babylon, laid 
cloſe ſiege to it, and followed it with ſo much - 


- 
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that after four Aſſaults, which he made immediately, 
one on the Back of another, without giving the Per- 
ant, who bravely defended it, the leaſt Relaxation, he 
carry'd that important Place, in fifty two Days after 
F: the opening the Trenches, by the Wiſdom and Courage 
] of the Grand Vizier Achmet. The Sultan gave the 
| whole Plunder to the Soldiers, but commanded the In- 
habitants to be put to the Sword, as at Tauris; which 
was ſo rigorouſly obſerved, that not one Soul eſcaped 
the Con queror's Rage, tho” ſome had conceal'd them · 
ſelves in Moſques, and even in Tombs, whence they 
» were barbarouſly dragg'd forth and flaughter'd. 
Ar Te this horrible Maſſacre, Amurat ſubdued 
ſeveral other Provinces to his Empire, which dreaded to 
provoke, by their Reſiſtance, the ſame Fate with Taurit 
and Baby/on. But as his Hate was chiefly to the Per- 
ſon of the Sophi, he enter'd into the Heart of his Do- 
minions, to engage him to come to à pitch'd Battle; 
but that Monarch would not expoſe his Life and King? 
1 dom to ſo uncertain a Deciſion, and retired into the 
| Mountains, where the Ortoman could not reach him, 
without running the Riſque of * lofing his victorious 
Army. Reſolv d, notwitliftanding, to ſatiate his Ven- 
geance ſome Way or other, he ſent a Challenge to the 
Sophi ; in which-he told him, he was willing to ſet 
aſide all-Corfideration of his Conqueſts, and the Advan- 
tages he ſtill had by his invincible Army, and was ready 
to put an End to the ancient Quarrel between them, 
by age Combat. — L n 8 
Bur the prudent Ki Perfia pretended, not to 
have received this Challenge, at he might not be 
obliged to anſwer it; and immediately after ſent an 
== —— to _— with Propoſals for Peace. 
is Prince ſeeing his Army greatly fatigu'd, to which 
the Deſire of returning to Rabime being added, liſtened 
to them with Satisfaction ; and leavi g the Regulation 
of the whole Affair to the Grand Vier, turned all his 
Thoughts to Damar, to which he repaired with an 
Expedition worthy of his Love, and the Charms of 
the Perſon Who had inſpired it. 
+l C 5 L Tus 


She had Spies eve 
her Cruelty, were 


accompliſh'd it. 


Tus tender Ralima receiv'd him with T 
bee 
thoſe unacquainted with the Delicacies of a true Aﬀec- 
tion, to conceive. The Emperor findin 
beautiful and more paſſionate than ever, felt his Flame 
for her augment in ſuch a Manner, that he now 
thought he had never loved in Reality till that Mo- 
ment. But while he enjoyed at Damas. all the Plea- 
ſures of a mutual Ardour, the cruel Roxana re 
the cool Treatment ſhe had. receiv'd from the Sultan, 
in ſo great a Degree on his Subjects, that ſhe made the 
moſt courageous of them tremble. As ſhe was diſ- 

contented, the reſolved to make every 
the Compaſs of her Power; and the leaſt Marks of 
Satisfaction in the Face of. any one who approached 
ber, was ſufficient to draw on them her R 


2 


Sus was inſorm'd, 


her more 


one ſo within 


tment. 


where; and whoever murmured at 
re to fall the Victims of it: In fine, 
her Tyranny and Barbarity exceeded all that has been 
wrote of the moſt inhuman Miſuſers of Power. 
Bur thoſe who had moſt to fear from this ambi- 
tious Woman, were the three Brothers of Amurat, 
, Orcas, and Ibrahim : They were cqufined 
under a ftrong Guard, commanded by the Lieutenant 
of the Grand Viaier, who was. obliged to obey the 
Sultaneſs 3 and they were every Day expoſed to the ill 
Treatment of that unpity ing Enemy, who bad for a 
long Time formed a Deſign to take away their Lives, 
leſt they ſhould one Day diſpute the Empire with her 
Son, but had not yet been ſucceſsful enough in In- 
F 


by her Emiſfaries, that theſe 
vahappy Princes teſtified ſome Satisfaction at the Inf- 
delity of Amarat; as 1 8 themſelves, that by this 
new Attachment their 


emy would have leſs 
Power than ſhe had poſlef - 


: This was enough to 
make hr now ter Death by was Mens beg 
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Ts compa. this unnatural Deſign, ſhe gain'd by 
large Preſents, and Promiſes of future Preferment, the 
whole Soul of the Lieutenant who had Charge of them; 
and if before he was inelinable to ſerve ber, he was 
now ready to lay daun his Life in any Attempt ſhe 
ſhould command. By his Aſſiſtance it was that ſhe 
procur'd forg d Letters, intimating, that theſe Princes 
held a ſecret C ce with the Enemies of the 
State; and ſhe bad the Boldneſs to lay them before the 


Bur the Princes being allowed to plead for them- 
ſelves, and their Innocence triumphing over all the 
Falſhoads of the corrupted Evidences, this wiſe Aſlems , 
bly cleared them of the Imputation, to the Conſuſion, 
and almoſt Diſtraction, of the cruel and 1 
Roxana. 4 *8 1 / : 1 84 5 

Bur as ſhe was not of a Diſpoſition to bewail a 
Misfortune, but to uſe her utmoſt Efforts for the Re- 
trieval, and had ſo uncommon a Haughtineſs and Cou- 
rage, that there was nothing ſhe dared not do, to bring 
about whatever ſhe deſired ; perceiving all her Deſigus 
fruſtrated, and her Stratagems laid open to the mur- 
muring and ſecretly-detefung World, ſhe: had the Bold 
neſs to counterfeit an Order ſrom Amura for the 
Death of the two eldeſt Princes, Baiaget and Orcau. 
With this pretended Power, ſhe went in Perſon to the. 
Seraglio, were they were confined, attended by twelve 
Mutes, and many others who were all her Creatures, 
and ready for the moſt barbarous Execution ſhe co 
impoſe on them; ſhe aecompany'd the Sentence 
theſe unhappy Princes Deaths, with ſuch, Indignities 
and exulting Expreiſions, as made them ſee they were 
to fall a Sacrifice rather to her Hate, chan any Intereſt 


- BAFAZET ſeem'd willing to purchaſe Liſe at any 
Rate, and endeavour d to mooth the Mind of this inhu· 


| man Woman, by all that he could invent of ſoft, and, 


teadat; be even humbled himlelf befare her, to Syb- 
waffions unworthy of bis IJ But, finding it by 490 


1 * 


who before were awed by her Power, and the Sanction 
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Effect, and the Slaves preparing to execute her Orders, 
were putting the fatal Bow-ſtring round his Neck, he 
called back all he had ſaid to mollify her, and conti- 
nued reproaching' her with the Crimes ſhe had been 
guilty of, till the cruel Mandate being perform'd, left | 
him nor Breath nor Utterance. | 

ORCAN, on the other fide, ſeem'd to diſdain all 
Parley with this beautiful Monſter of her Sex ; he neither 
implor'd nor reproach'd ; but putting himſelf in a Po- 
ſture of Defence, ſhew'd' be was above ſubmitting to 
any Decree ſhould come from her, by killing on he 
Spot two of the Executioners, and giving mortal 

ounds to ſeveral others; but the Number of them 
encreafing at a Signal given, he was conſtrain'd to yield 
to the ſame Fate his Brother had done. 

Txzsz Murders alarm'd all Confantinople ; thoſe 


bad been given her by the unbounded Love of the Sul- 
tan, now openly avowed their Diſcontents, and 
in a Body, vowed to enter the Seraglio by Force, and 
tear thence that cruel and ambitious Woman, who had 
dared to ſpill the illuſtrious Blood of Ottoman. 
Wurz Things were thus tranſacting at Conflanti- 
nople, Amurat fill d all "all Dames with his Paſſion for Ra- 
ms: That "Princeſs was now pregnant, and the Joy 


de conceived at it, left not the meaneſt Wretch room 


, to complain of his ill Fate; fo laviſhly did the tranſ- 
= Sultan pour forth his Liberalities on all within 

h of them. An eternal Round of Pleaſure made 
the Walls of this happy City echo with Acclamations ; 
but Feaſts, and Sports, and whatever can de- 
note the moſt perfect ſoy; was to be ſeen among them. 
Ir was in the Midfſt of theſe Enjoyments that the 


* Sultan' received News of the Diſturbances in Conflants- 


and the Occafion of them; ED therefore 

to fend Aber for q the and puniſhing 

ert. that great — 5 having by this time en- 
compleated the Peace of Pes. 

+ Gas Vizier, no leſs wiſe than faichful, 
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than Roxana for their Source, thought it infinitely bet- 
ter that the Sultan ſhould go in Perfbn, he alone being 
able to give an Offender of her Rank the juſt Chaſtiſe - 
ment of her Crimes: He therefore repreſented to his 
Maſter, that his Preſence was abſolutely neceſſary in this 
Affair; and that, without him, things, inſtead of mend- 
ing, might yet be made worſe by the Interpoſition of 
any inferior Power. Amurat liſten'd to his 
and found em ſo full of Reaſon, that he determined 
to go immediately to Conſtantinople, and to take Ra- 
Aima with him. © © | | . 
Hs had no ſooner entertain'd this Thought, than he 
communicated it to her, not doubting but the extreme 
Love the had for him, would make her receive the 
Knowledge of it wich Joy. But this Princeſs, tho' 
poſſeſs d of an extraordinary. Share of Wit and Under> 
ſtanding, had yet the Superſtition of the Perfiarry and 
Arabian, and heard not this Purpoſe of the Sultan's 
with the Pleaſure he expected. 

Sur had, in her Train, a Man call'd Anaſaris, of 
the Race of Hali, whom the People eſteem'd ſo great 
a Prophet, that it was believ'd by all of thoſe Coun- 
tries, that his Gift of Divination deſcended to all his 
Poſterity. The Princeſs having an entire Confidence in 
him, no ſooner ſound herſelf with Child, than ſhe had 
conſulted him on her- own and Infant's Fate. Alma- 
faris having made his Oraiſons with all the Ceremo- 
nies which are obſerv'd on ſuch Occaſions, deliver 'd his 
Prophecies in theſe Terms. ' 1 
- On Princeſs! Oh Rakima / belov'd of Heaven, who 
has given thee Beauty to ſubdue the Heart of the 
mighty Sultan, the Ruler and Difpoſer of a thouſand 
Goverriments 3 weigh well the Words of thy ever- 
faithful Slave: The glorious Burden of thy Womb 
ſhall come forth a Prince, adorned with every Quality, 
to ſurpaſs in Greatneſs all bis Predeceſſors. - But Jet 
him beware of the Cruelty of his Kindred, and Hun 
Conflantinople : To approach that City, is to run on 
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As for hy peculiar Fate, tis wrapt in Shades yet 
gat as thou baſt lived thou wilt die—but let no En- 
aties, nor even Threats prevail on thee ever to enter 
the Seraglio; avoiding that, the Diſpoſer of Nature 
ordains a Death free from Violence. But above 
all things, retain with thee, if poſſible, the Sultan, 
till thirteen Moons have paſs'd their changing Courſe : 
Dangers attend thy Love, and his Life, it before that 
Time he ſees. that Capital, where all ſorts of domeſtic 
Troubles wait him. RN en 
Tursz Predictions had Rakima treaſured in her. 
Heart; but hearing nothing ſor a great while of the 
ror's Intention to leave Dames, ſhe had commu- 
nicated no Part of it to him: What a Thunder-clap, 
therefore, was this new Deſign to her? She threw her- 
ſelf at bis Feet, and bathing them in a Torrent of Tears, 
conjured: hit not to think of leaving Damas, much 
leſs of conducting her to Conſſantineple, where Miſ- 
chiefs terrible and unavoidable attended both the one 
and the other; Amurat, loving her with the utmoſt 
Tenderneſe, was touch'd to the Soul at the Condition 
he beheld her. in; and, after raiſing her from that 
Poſture, deſired ſhe. would explain what ſhe meant: On 
which ſhe related the Prediction as ſhe had received it 
from. the Mouth of Almaſaris, concluding her Diſ- 
courſe with u reiterated Entreaty, that he would nei- 
ther command her going to Conflantinop/e, nor enter- 
tain the leaſt Wiſh of entering it himſelf. The Em- 
peror of the Turks could not forbear laughing at the 
Stupidity, as he term'd it, of Almaſaris, and labour d 
all he could, by ſolid Reaſon aud Argument, to con - 
Yoo? her that there was no Weakneſs ſo pernicious as 
uperſtition. To this be added all that the maſt tender 
Faſhion could inſpire him with, in fayour of her accom- 
panying bim in this Journey. He told ber, That ſhe 
Could not in Juſtice to his Intereſt, his Honour, and, his 
Glory, . perſuade him to refrain perſorming the Duties 
of his Place, which conſiſted chiefly in the Puniſhments 
of. Vice, and the Rewards of Virtue, —T hat he deſized. 
nothing more than to ſhew the World, by oy — 
| ana 


mY . 
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. Rexenarof the Honours he had conferred on her, 
inſtating Rakima. in ber forfeited Throne, how much 
be knew what was due both to the one and the other. 
X. You muſt therefore, {aid he, throw theſe groundleſs 
X Fears aſide, and prepare yourſelf to be declared firſt Sul- 
taneſs, to behave according to your Dignity, and the 
Love which confers it, and which return'd with due 
Obedience, muſt render you worthy of it. 
RAKIMA, who little ſuſpected ſo arbitrary a Com- 
mand, was ſtruck with the moſt poignant Grief, inſo- 
much that it threw her into a Swoon in the Sultan's 
Arms. At this Object, Amurat was animated with 
the extreameſt Rage againſt Alnaſaris, and ordering he 
ſhould be brought to his Preſence ; Behold, Wretch, 
ſaid. he to him, with an Air the moſt imperiqus and 
terrible, the Condition to which thy falſe Prediction: 
ve reduced the Princeſs l Uſe thy utmoſt Wit to con- 
vince her chat thou art an Impoſtor, and haſt deceived 
ber, or thou ſhalt find that I, who make the Fate of 
all my Slaves, will infli& the moſt dreadful one on thee. 
But, contrary to his ExpeQation, or that of every body 
preſent, the Predictor heard this Menace with a Coun- 
tenance as little moved, as though he that made it was 
without the Power of hurting ; and, with a Tone alto- 
922 {olemn and aſſured, Emperor of the Turks, an- 
wer'd he, thy Threats will never oblige me to retza& 
the Truths I have revealed to the Sultaneſs; nor can ' ſt 
thou avert what js written in the Book of Heaven b 
the Finger of the 2 Hali my Predeceſſor: Thin 
ou ought'ſt, and know there is : 


of it therefore as 
Power above thee, With theſe Words he reti 
leaving Amurat more confuſed than he was willing o 


own. at his Behaviour. Not that this Surprize was 
any long Duration in him; he had no Belief in Hall. 
and therefore looked on his Deſcendant but as an En- 
thuſiaſt. 'The Grief and Terrors of the Princeſs, how- 
ever, continued ſo ſtrong upon her, that, fearing they 
might be fatal, if not to her, at leaſt to the Offsprip 
of. their mutual Loves, he was in the End prevail 
upon not to remove her, but remain d inflexible as to his 
ton a own 
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bin Return to Con/tantinople 3 nor could all the Tears 
and Entreaties of his beloved Ralima in the leaſt alter 
that Reſolution. 55 $2524 | 

Tut Day prefixed for his Departure being arrived, 
they took leave with the moſt tender and melancholy 
Adieus; in which the Sultan more than once repented 
him of having conſented to her Stay; and ſhe, that ſhe 
had not exerted the Power ſhe had over him, yet more, 
to have deferred his going at leaſt till the Expiration 
of thirteen Months. The Care he took that ſhe ſhould 
live in a Faſhion becoming the firſt Woman in his 
Heart, made her ſee how dear ſhe was to him, he hay- 
ing order'd the Baſhaw of Damas to pay her a very 
conſiderable Revenue, and added to that an annual 
Tribute from the ſeveral Provinces he had taken from 


the King of Arabia. 

HA vixo done 07 thing his Love exacted, he 
paſs'd with the utmoſt Expedition towards Cn Anti- 
nople, where his Preſence was deſired by all forts of 
People with the utmoſt Impatience, hoping they ſhould 
now ſee an End of the Cruelty of Rotanag 3 but how 
greatly did their Expectations deceive.them ! "This cun- 
ning Princeſs, who knew the Accuſations would be 
biought againſt her, and tliat ſhe could have no Refuge 
fom em hut in the Heart of Amurat; ſummoned all 
Her Attractions to her Aid; and drefling her Eyes in 
— Lbve, Joy, and Submiſſion; appear'd before him in a 

ſo engaging; that, in ſpite of all he had been 
told, and of his Paſſion for Rakima, he could not be- 
hold her without wiſhing ſhe might be able to clear 
herſelf of the Crimes laid to her Charge: A Judge pre- 
jodiced in favour of the Delinquent, is eafily brought to 
believe every thing that flatters his Deſire. There was 
nothing ſhe ſaid, tho' ever fo falſe, that had not greater 
Credit with Amurat than all the juſt Remonſtrances 
of ber Accufers. In fine, ſhe gain'd her Empire; 
her Charms blaz'd forth with double Loftre, and the 
* amorous Sultan was no 3 of liftehing to 
— any ching but the Love ſhe inſpired him with 
Rakima was forgot, and the Cries of a 
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Tears World full'd in che ſoft Murmurs of her deceitful 
alter Tongue. 1 a 

* 4 Convince of the Power of her too dangerous a 
ived, Charms, ſhe made her greateſt Vices appear Virtues z — 
choly and what merited the ſevereſt Puniſhment, was-reward- . _ 
ented ed by the Thanks of the infatuated Sultan: She mag- 

at ſhe | nified with ſo much Artifice the Service-ſhe bad done 
nore, bim, in paving the State, by the Death of thoſe 
ation who had conſpired againſt it, that Murder, Fratricide, 
ould and Treaſon ſeem'd ſo many notorious Actions, which 

7 his TR demanded the whole —2 he could pay. He 
hav- now looked on her as a Woman capable to rule the 
very VUniverſe, and no leſs efteem'd her Wit, than doated on 
nual her Beauty. All that the Sultaneſs his Mother alledg'd 
from againſt her was of no Force; and he coldly told her, 


That he was convinced of the Infidelity of his Brothers, 
and that Roxana had ated nothing but what had ſerved 
to render her more dear to him. Nay, to ſuch a 
Height did he carry his. Reſentment againſt all who 
attempted to ſet forth the Crimes of this injurious Wo- 
man, that-one of the young Princeſſes his Siſters, throw- 
ing herſelf at his Feet, and intreating Juſtice for many 
Inſults ſhe had been treated with, unbefitting her Rank, 
and the Blood of Ortomar, he drew his Poniard, and 
ſtabb'd her to the Heart, as ſhe was ſpeaking : Loſe 
then, ſaid he, that Blood, the Pride of which embo]- 
dens thee to accuſe her whom I not only will defend, 
but revenge on all who (hall preſume to incur her Diſ- 
pleaſure. | This Action being done in the Preſence of 
the whole Court, none after that had the Temerity- ta 
ap bim with any Complaints, | 

uus had the lovely but wicked Sultaneſs eftabliſh'd 
her Power in Defiance of all Oppoſers, Amurat giving 
himſelf ſo wholly to her, that he ſcarce liſten'd-to any 
Bufineſs, but through her Mediation: He was in this 
Situation of Mind, when a Courier arrived from Ra- 
lima, who brought the News of that Princeſs being 
happily deliver d of a Prince, whom ſhe had named So- 
Iman Annirat. But theſe Tidings had now little Ef- 


fect on the Sultan, and he returned an Anſwer ſo full 
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$f indifference, that the diſconſolate Ratima perceived 
her Ruin certain : She now not doubted but that her 
etuel and triumphant Rival would neglect no Means of 
depriving - her of that Life which ſhe had rendered 
miſerable; ſhe took, however, all neceſſary Precau- 
tions to guard againſt her, tho' not ſo much for her own 
fake, as for that of the new-born Prince, who muſt be 
left entirely deſtitute, ſhould Rage or Malice deprive 
him of his Mother. 

No, was ſhe deceiv'd in her Suggeſtions — 
the Danger to which boch her Son and Self we re 
by the Re-chtabliſhment of 'Rexara 3; but the Sultaneſs 
 Fallde, or Mother of the Sultan, and Achmet the Grand 
Vizier, not only diſcover'd the Intrigues carried on by 
Roxana againſt them, but alſo gave her ſuch timely 
Warning, that tho? ſeveral Attempts were made on __ 
Lives ob both theſe Innocents, they were all averted. 

Txesz Diſappointments made Roxana repine in 
me Midſt of her Pride; ſhe could not reflect that Ra- 
Aima had Charms which might yet recover the Affections 
of Amurat, without being feized with the ſevereſt Pangs 
of Jealouſy and Apprehenſion; not that ſhe ſuffered 
this through a Female Tenderneſfs ; Love was the leaſt 
reigning Paſſion of hey Soul, Ambition took up all her 
Care, and fince ſhe had been Mother of a Son, the Aſſur- 
ance of making him Emperor was the only thing could 
give her true Pleaſare, as the Fear that Title would be 

iſputed with him, was what gave her the moſt Pain. 

As indifferent as Anurat now appear'd either to Raks- 
ma or the-young Solyman, ſhe knew not but a Change 
might happen in their Favour, and therefore thought 
this a proper Fime to execute her cruel Deſigns on — 3 
bat her Stratagems, as J have already faid, proving un- 
ſuceefs ful, the Rags that gave them Birth retorted on her- 
felf, and render'd F her Breadda perfect Hell of Diſcontent. 

SzverAL of the intended Miniſters of her 2 
were ſeiz'd by the Baſhaw of Damas, who, after 
fing to what End, and by whom, they were fent, were 
executed according to their Crimes, and an Account of 
the Proceſs againſt them ſent to the Porte, Which as ſuon 
45 
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as the Grand Vizier had acquainted" the Sultan with 
he became highly diſcontented, and reproach'd Rax 
with her too little Conſideration of him, Goce the could 
reſolve to murder him in his Son, and the Woman he 
had once loved. But this Princeſs was Miſtreſs of too 
much Artifice to be eaſily traced in any thing ſhe found 
it her Intereſt to conceal, and knowing that no Crime 
in her would be look'd on as ſuch by. the enamour d 
Amurat, if ſhe could once make him believe it was oc- 
caſion d by Love, counterfeited ſuch a dying Tender- _ 
neſs, mingling Tears and ſoft Reproaches with her Ef- 
forts to juſtify herſelf, that the Sultan imagin d he found 
more Reaſon to conſole than blame her. P 

Having thus reduced him to the Condition ſhe de- 
ſired, ſhe ſtopped not at ſcreening: herſelt from-the Pu- 
niſkment her Crimes demanded, but. puſh'd her Power 
yet further, reſolving to turn the Wrath they but vainly 
endeavour'd to rouze againſt her, on the Heads of her 
Accuſers. She told the Emperor that the Sultanefs Fa» 
lids, and the Grand Vizier had join'd in a Conſpiracy 
againſt her Life, and that this was not the firſt Attempt 
they had made for that Purpoſe — that in his Abſence, 
they had not only fermented. the common People, but 
alſo. drawn” the two Princes, Bajazet and Orcan, into 
thoſe Meaſures which had been fo fatal to them, and 
which had compell'd her for the Safety of the Empire, 
tho' infinitely contrary to her Inclination, to ſend them 
from the World: In fine, ſhe ſo blacken'd the Inno- 
cence of the Grand Vizier and Sultaneſs, that Amurad 
commanded that the one ſhould be immediately ſtrang- 
led, and forbad. the other, tho". ſhe had been the mai 
tender Mother, ever to a before- him again. 

Tus Death of Achmet put all Conflantineple in Con- 
fuſion, -and tho'.none. durſt publicly ſtand up in his De- 
fence, yet not all they had to fear from che Rage of 
Amurat could hinder every, body from murmuring; and 
indeed there was no Action of this Emperor's Life more 

y condemnable, than his raſbly. putting to death 
great, ſo wiſe, and ſo faithful a Miniſter, one who 
had ſo well proved his Talents both in the Field. and 
7 Cabinet 


Cabinet ; by his Succeſs in the one, having 


have ptu 
Soldiers, who re 


ng'd him. In fine, no Prime Miniſter ever 
lived more juſtly beloved, nor died more lamented ; the 
ed him as their Father, had no Mea- 


ſure in their Grief, and all the Courtiers, who were not 
the Creatures of Roxana, regretted his Loſs as the ut- 
moſt Misfortune to themſelves as well as to the State. 


Bur the more Roxana diſcover'd the Concern of 


the People for the Death of Achmet, the more ſhe tri- 
vmph'd in having had the Power to inflit it; and 
— procured the Office of Grand Vizier for Caima- 
can, that perfidious Inſtrument of her Crueltics'on the 


two Princes, the now thought herſelf above the Reach 


of Fate, and indulg'd' herfelf” in a Security, which in 
Effect, ſhe had never leſs Reaſon to boaſt of. Divine 


Juſtice thus long with-held the Blow, but to make it 


fall with the ſeverer Weight, and that the dire Potion 


of its Wrath ſhe was to ſwallow mi 
when admmiſter'd to her in 
Heights of Pride and Sweets of Grandeur: The Death 
of Achmet had open'd the Eyes of all the great Men of 


rſeem more bitter, 
midſt of ber full 


the Empire, and every one thinking his Turn was next, 
and equally fearing this imperious and barbarous Wo- 


man, join'd themſelves in a Lex 
make a joint Complaint to the 
Injuſtices, Murders, and Treaſons, by which ſhe had 
abuſed the Power he permitted her to enjoy. _ 
Havi made themſelves, by ſtrict E 
ters of her moſt ſecret Contrivances, they caus'd the 
whole Hiſtory to be wrote, and obliged 


= 


e,; and reſolv'd to 
rand Signior of the 


nquiries, Maſ: 
the Mufti to 
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added to the 
Empire the famous City of Babylon, and ſeveral other 
Towns and Provinces ; and by the other, preſerved his 
Monarch from falling into a thouſand Errors, into whick 
the Impetuouſneſs of his Diſpoſition would otherwiſe 
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he owed to Heaven, to the holy Prophet, and to her- 
ſelf as his Ee. to grant her Permiſſion to lay it at 
his Feet. Amarat, who knew the Hatred ſhe bore Raæ- 
ana, imagined. it only ſome new and; falſe Accuſation 
againſt a Perſon he was yet;determin'd to believe inno- 
cent, not only treated the Eunuch as an Impoſtor, 
but utter'd the ſevereſt Menaces againſt the Sultaneſs 
Valide. The Perſon the had made choice on for this 
Meſſage, however, not being of a Diſpoſition to pre- 
fer Life to the Service of his Miſtreſs, repeated in a 
brief manner the Contents of the Writing, and painted 
in ſuch lively Colours the Barbarity and 'T reachery of 
Roxana in her Attempts. againſt the Mother of her 
Lord, the Princeſs Rakima with her young Son, the 
Grand Vizier, and the two Princes, that Amurat, in 
= ſpite of himfelf, was moved by it; and, after ſome Mo- 
ments Reflection, demanded of the Eunuch by what 
means ſuch a Hiſtory fell into the Hands of the Sultaneſs 
Valid? He anſwer'd with Intrepidity, that it was de- 
liver'd to her by the Mufti. Think therefore, Emperor 
added he, how terrible Roxana mult be to thy Subjects, 
when even the Miſſionary of our Holy Prophet dares not 
approach thee with the juſt Complaints of thy faithful 
Subjects, whom ſhe has provoked by a thouſand Inhu- 
manities againſt her. The Sultan made no Anſwer to 
theſe Words, but ſent immediately for the Mufti and 
Sultaneſs, and order'd the former of them to read the 
Hiſtory before him, which he liſten d to with the utmoſt 
Attention; and finding the Circumſtances juſt in all their 
Parts, and the Evidence clear and demonſtrable, he be- 
gan to wonder how he had been ſo long deceiv'd ; and 
ve giving Place to Indignation, and that growing u 
to the molt violent Fury, as the Reflection on the 
things enter'd more fully in him, he order d Roxana 
ſhould be brought that Inſtant into his Preſence, where, 
as ſoon as ſhe was come, he repeated. all the Charges 
againſt her, commanding her to make an immediate 
eply : But ſo confident was ſhe of her Power, that ſhe 
no longer had recourſe to her uſual Artifices, and in- 
ſtead of endeavouring to, juſtify herſelf by (oft, Means, 
w I broke 
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broke out into the moſt outrageous Imprecations againſt 


the Sultaneſs Valid: and the Mufti, and had even the 


Preſumption'to threaten them with Death. : 


Tux Sultan, irritated with her want of Reſpect, told 


her with an Air that ſhew'd he was Mafter of himſelf, 
that to menace belonged to him alone, as well as to 
puniſh Crimes, tho' found in the Perſon who had been 


moſt dear to him; and that I will do fo, continued he, 
thoſe of my Subjects who have moſt blamed my Par- 
tiality ſhall now be judge. In ſpeaking theſe laſt Words, 
he drew his Poniard, and plung'd it into the Boſom of 8 

3 with which ſhe 
— fell, and expired that Moment at his Feet. 


the beautiful and perfidious 
Tuts unexpected Inſtance of his Juſtice ſurprized 


and made glad che Hearts of all preſent ; but they pru- | 


dently forbore any immediate Teſtimonies of it, till the 


Sultan's aſſuring them that he was pleas'd with this 


Conqueſt over himſelf, aathoriz'd their Demonſtrations ® 


of Gratitude for being deliver'd from the Fears of ſv 


cruel and powerful an Enemy. © 


Tuus ended the Life of this Princeſs, the moſt | 


lovely and moſt cruel of all her Sex, being but three | 


and twenty Years old, and in the full Perfection of all 


her Charms. Philip d. Haylay, Count Cecy, being 
Embaſfador from France at Cunſtantinople, had a Sight 
of her Picture, drawn by the famous Vinelli, a Venetian; 
as had alſo his Couſin the Sieur Achilles de Harlay 
Sancy,” Baron of Mole; and, if we may give any Credit 
to the Account given by theſe Gentlemen, nothing 
ever was more beautiful. 

Bur tho' the Crimes of Roxana were far from being 
over - paid by her Death, yet could the manner of it 
have been excuſed in no other than Amu#az, nor among 
other Nations ; but when one conſiders that the Turk: 
are extreme in all their Paſſions, partieularly in their 
Revenge — the Abſurdities of their Religion, which 
gives them no Notion of things we tremble at — the 

xceſs of Tenderneſs with which this Monarch had 
regarded her—the Authority he had given her, and the 
'abſolure Power over himfelf'; and then reflect, how 
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wainſt 
en the 


t, told 
mſelf, 


as to 
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all ing Moment he was convinc'd of her Ingratitade, 


her Treaſons, her Cruelties, her little Conſideration of 
him; and that, inſtead of mollifying the juſt Indigoation 
ſhe perceiv' d was rais'd in him, ſhe affronted him to his 
Face in the Perſon of his Mother, and ſeem'd to bid 
Defiance to his Wrath: When all theſe things, 1 ſay, 
are well weigh'd, it will appear leſs ſtrange that he 
waited not the Reſult of cool Deliberation to diſpatch 
her. He that could ſtrike his Poniard to the Heart of 
an innocent Princeſs his Siſter, only for demanding 
Juſtice againſt the Perſon he loved, might well do the 
ſame to one whom he ſound had fo grofsly abuſed his 
Love, and the entire Confidence he repos'd in her. 

In fine, it was written, continued Thelament, not 
with the Finger of Mabomer, nor that of Hali, but 
by that of the King of Kings, in the of divine 
Providence, that this wicked Woman ſhould loſe her 
Life by the Hands of him who had the moſt dearly 
loved her. The News of her Death was no ſooner heard 
in the City, than it ſeem'd to give birth to a general 
Tranquility: Murmurs were heard no more, Com- 
plaints were ſifted, every one now vied with his Com- 
panion in praiſing the - Juſtice of the Emperor, in 
having reveng' d by this Blow ſ@ many illuſtrious Fami- 
lies, for whom nothing but the Death of this fair, cruel 
Enemy could have dried the Tears of the People. 

AMU RAT alſo for ſome Days appear d ſatisfied 
with what he had done; the Congratulations of the 
great Men ſor this happy Conqueſt over his Paſſion, 
the univerſal Joy of all his People, and the Remains of 
a juſt Indignation, took up all his Heart; but when 
theſe Tranſports ceas'd, when Anger was diſſipated, 
and he reflected on the Beauties of the Sultaneſs, now 
pale and liſeleſs by his Hand, he fell into tlie moſt pro- 
found Melancholy: A heavy Gloom hung lowering on 


his Brow, his Accents were accompany d with Sighs, 


his Words with Peeviſhneſs, every thing diſpleas'd him, 
the Image of Roxana was continually before his Eyes; 
and if he paſt any Moments with Satisfaction, it was 
in his Cloſet, when ſhut from all Society, he contem- 
8 pla ted 
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plated that fatal Picture of his Favourite, which by per. | 
petual looking on, kept alive the Paſſion he had for | 


the Original. 


Tus Sultaneſs his Mother, and Uglan Aga, or 


Chief of the black Eunuchs, who had not a little Share J 
in the Good -will of his Maſter, thought of nothing but 
the Means of reſtoring him to his wonted Vivacity and 


Cheerfulneſs: They aſſembled all the Beauties of the 


1 


Seraglio, hoping ſome new Amour might extinguiſh | 


in him the Memory of the former; they contrived rare | 
Entertainments of dancing and ſinging to divert him; 


but neither thoſe, nor the Exerciſe of hunting, which 


haughty, fierce, and lovely Amurat. 


THELAMO NT was in this Part of his Narration, 


when a Servant inform'd them Supper was ſerved up. 


This amiable Company were ill ſatisfied with the In- 


terruption, nor would conſent to take Part of it, till 
he had promiſed to proſecute his Diſcourſe, as ſoon as 
the Collation was over. Melintus and Horten/ia were 
not however contented, as believing it would be late ; 
but Urania told them, with her uſual Freedom, that it 
happen'd well for her, fince the Curioſity they had to 
hear the Remainder of this Hiſtory would perhaps 
engage them to tarry all Night; which elſe, added 
me, it might have been difficult for me to have done. 
That agreeable Pair join'd in replying to this Compli- 
ment in the manner it deſerv'd: For my part, ſaid 
Camilla, with a great Sigh, I ſhould be able to take 
little Repoſe this Night, without having learn'd what 
became of Rakima ; and whether the Charms of that 
Princeſs were capable of putting an End to the Sorrows 
of Amurat. . | 
Your Curioſity ſhall not fail of it's Gratification, 
anſwer d Thelamont ; and if Urarnia conſents: to this 
Propoſal, I promiſe you ſhall not go carly - 40 Bed. 
Her 


74 


of all others he was accuſtom'd to like, could drive N 
Rex#na from his Thoughts. He pined inwardly, his 
Strength both of Mind and Body viſibly decay'd, till 


he became little more than the Shadow of the once 


[ 49 ] 
Hortenfia and Melintur having ſaid they accepted 
the Invitation with Pleaſure, they ſat down to Table; 
where during Supper, each made a ſeveral Reflection 
no leſs inſtructive than entertaining, on the Paſſages 
of this Hiſtory ; and all in general confeſſed, that 
Thelamont had related 'em in ſuch a Manner, as it 
was impoſſible to hear without being intereſted in 
them. 

ArTzx a Repaſt, where all the Delicacies of the 
Seaſon gave infinitely leſs Pleaſure to this amiable So. - 
ciety than the perfect Friendſhip, Wit, and Good-hu- 
mour of thoſe it was provided for ; Urania led the 
Way into her Apartment; and every one being ſeated 
as Inclination directed, they entreated The/amont to 
reſume the Thread of his Diſcourſe, which he imme- 
diately complied with in theſe Terms, | 
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The Sequel of the Hiſtory of RAKIM4A, 
of AMUuRAT, and the young Prince 
their Son. 7e 


HE Sultaneſs Valide, ſaid he, who loved the 
Emperor her Son with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, 
perceiving that all the Cares of Uglan were in Vain, 
began with Reaſon to fear the Conſequence of ſuch con- 
tinued Griefs would be fatal to his Life, and imagin- 
ing that the Preſence of Ra tima, who, had once ſuch 
potent Charms for him, might be more efficacious than 
any thing yet made Trial of, diſpatched a Courier to 
that Princeſs, to acquaint her with the Death of her 
Rival, and to adviſe her to write to Amurat, and de- 
mand of him Permiſſion to come to Coanflantineple, 
that ſhe might be Partaker of that Glory he had made 
her hope. Emir Gumer her Brother, who was now 


one of the chief Favourites of the Emperor, wrote to 
Vor. III. 


/ 
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her alſo, to follow the Advice of the Sultanefs Palide. 
This News had the Effect on Rakima, which. it is na- 
tural co ſuppoſe: She loved the Sultan with the utmoſt 
Ardency of Paſſion, and her Fears of Roxana being no 
more, the ſweet Idea of being in a ſhort Time in Poſſeſſion 
of every thing ſhe wiſhed for, filled her with ſuch Emo- 
tions of Joy as for a Time obliterated all the Predic- 
tions of Almaſaris. She was afterwards willing how- 
ever to conſult him once more, before ſhe. wrote to 
Amurat ; on which he told her, That he foreſaw no 
Hazards at preſent in the Journey, but. that it would 
be to no Effect. As he now ceaſed: to threaten the 
Life of her Son or herſelf, ſhe heſitated not to obey the 
DiQates of her Heart, and diſpatched a Meſſenger to 
the Sultan, with a Letter to this Effect: | 


The Princeſs RAR IMA to the invincible 
Kats AMR Ax. 


AN it then be, that the Lord and Life of my De- 
can bave intirely obliterated the Memory of 
bis tender, his ever-faithful Rakima ? Ab, my Lord, 
call to thy Remembrance one Moment thy Promiſes, and 
my Love, and that Moment will be ſufficient to oblige 
thee to command me to throw myſelf at thy Feet —1 
am dying with the Grief of being ſeparated from thee ; 
n } therefore, let the Light of thy Eyes reflore me, 
and once more ſuffer thy Slave to pour out all the Ar- 
dour of her Soul before thee—Tn thy Hand: alone is the 
Lift or Death of thy conflant | 


A. in the deepeſt Melancholy as Amurat 
had been, a Dawn of Pleaſure broke in upon his Heart 
at the Reception of this Epiſtle: All the Beauties of Ra- 
kima now preſented themſelves to the Eyes of his Ima- 
gination, and his Grief inſenſibly diſſipating, he began 
to burn with an Impatience of beholding her. | 
communicated her Letter to the Sultaneſs his Mo- 
ther and Gumer, appearing enchanted with the wt 


1 
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and Tenderneſs of Ralima, and in a ſhort Time ſent her 
an Order to quit Damas with the Prince her Son, and 
at the ſame Time a Command to Sinan, Baſhaw of Da- 
mas, to furniſh her with every thing requiſite to main- 
tain the Dignity of her State in ſo long a Voyage. 
Wuo would not now have thought that the Trou- 
bles of this Princeſs had been over ; but alas{ Fortune 
had an After-game to play, which ſhe little expected, 
but which 4 is was ſenſible of, and meant no 
more, when he told her he foreſaw no Perils in that 
Journey, than that ſhe would not be able to ſet for- 
ward on it, tho' he would not diſturb the ſhort-liv'd 
Joy ſhe then indulged. It was her Deſtiny to be for- 
tten by Amurat, and this ſudden Return of his Af- 
ion was but momentary. The rigorous Seaſon of 
the Year, attended by almoſt continual Storms, would 
not ſuffer her to embark when the Order for her do- 
ing ſo arrived ; and ſhe was compelled to wait the Re- 
turn of Spring, tho'' with what Impatience tis eaſy 
to conceive, in this Interval, the Captain Baſhaw, or 


General of the Sea, brought into the Seraglio a young 


Circaſſian, whoſe Wit, Beauty, and a thouſand other 
excellent Qualifications, made the Sultaneſs Yalidelook 
on her as a proper Object to remove all the Remains of 
Melancholy which yet hung about the Emperor. 

To facilitate her Deſign, ſhe enter'd into the ſtrict- 
eſt Friendſhip with Zaime, for ſo this Charmer was 
call'd ; and having inſtructed her in what ſhe ought to 
do to attract the Sultan, was ſucceſsful even beyond 
her Hopes: For ſhe no ſooner appear'd before that 
Prince, than he was inſpired with Defires equal, if not 
ſurpaſſing, all he had ever felt in his whole Life. He 
in an Inſtant forgot Roxana, Rakima, and every thing 
that had ever had the Power of pleaſing him, aban- 
doning himſelf entirely to this new Paſſion. I ſhall paſs | 
— over this Article, becauſe I would not rob Ura- 
mia of the Glory of particularizing all that happen'd to 
Zaime, ſhe being now writing a Hiſtory. of that Prin- 
cels's Life, which is full of curious Adventures, and 
will ſhortly be made 3 I ſhall therefore ſpeak 

| 2 no 
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no more of this laſt reigning Beauty over the Heart of 
Amurat than juſt what is neceſſary to compleat the Story 
Ix a Word, Zaime was declared Grand Sultaneſs, 
and the Baſhaw of Damas had private Orders to delay 
from Time to Time, under various Pretences, the Em- 
barkation of Ralima and her Son. Amurat entirely 
devoting himſelf to the Poſſeſſion of the beautiful Zaime, 
had neithergTenderneſs, nor Gratitude, for aught be- 
Aide; nothing but Plays and Feaſts were to be ſeen in 
the Seraglio, and Amurat in the Exceſs of his Delight in- 
dulg'd himſelf in the Humour of drinking great Quan- 
tities of ſtrong Liquors, having for his ordinary Com- 
panions the Traitor Gumer, and two other Perfians as 
perfidious as himſelf, + Marchut and Farſair. 
The Abſtinencies of Rameſan, which with the Muſſi/men 
is the fame as Lent among the Cbriſtians, put no Stop to 
his Debaucheries ; and the Feaſt of Beiran, which is like 
our after, gave him a Pretence for redoubling them. 
In one of thoſe magnificent Entertainments which he 

his Courtiers, he quaff d Ræſaſolis Wine, and other 


— Liquors, in ſuch Exceſs, that it threw him into ſo 


burning a Fever, that his Phyſicians immediately perceiv- 
ed their Art afforded not the Means of reſtoring him. 
D13Bastzs having deprived him of the greateſt Part 
of his Children, and Cruelty of his Brothers, except 
Ibrahim, whom the Sultaneſs Ya/ide had preſerved, by 
making him counterfeit Ideotiſm, and was confined in 
the Extremity of the Empire, under the Care of the 
Eunuch Samboul; as he found his laſt Moments ap- 
proaching, his Love for Zaime accompanying him to 
the Grave, and ſhe being ſuppoſed pregnant, he ſet him- 
felf to-contrive the Means of ſettling the Succeſſion on 
the Infant ſhould be born of her; and fearing [brahim 
would be an Obſtacle, order'd he ſhould be brought with 
all Speed to his Preſence : But the prudent Mother pene- 
trating this Intent, which was indeed no other than to 
ſtrangle him, eluded the Interview under various Pre- 


tences, and by her Addreſs preſerved the laſt of Sultan 


Acbmet's Children, 


L531 
| | E * 
F - Tur Emperor perceiving his Diſeaſe grow ſtrong 
upon him, and every Day more and more concerned for 
| the Intereſt of Zaime, bethought himſelf of another 
Stratagem to diſappoint the Sultaneſs Valide in ber 
Hopes for her Son Brabim ; which was this: He ſent 
for Rahim Chiras, Cham of the \Lefſer' Tartary, and 
named him for his Succeſſor, according {the fundas 
mental Laws of the Ortoman Empire, havipg firſt made 
a ſecret Treaty with him, to the Throne to the 
Son of Zaime, in Caſe ſhe ſnould bring forth one. But 
Covenants of this Kind rarely have avy Effect; and had 
| not Amurat been urg'd by an Extravagance- of Dotage! 
| to try all Means for ſecuring the Empire to the Iſſus of 
Zaime, he never could have imagin'd' this would be 
conducive to it, ſince few there are who love Power 
ſo little as to part willingly with it. The Virtue of 
the Tartar, however, was not put to the rial; Tuo 
Pays aſter the Death of Amarat, there way found in 
his Cabinet, a Copy of this Agreement, which being 
laid before the Divan, they with one Voice declared: it 
void ; and the Sultaneſs Yalide ſent to the Eunuch 
| Samboul, to bring her Son 1brahim- to Conftantinople. 
I But this Prince, who had been bred in Terrors, was 
hardly perſuaded to quit his Priſonz'and: the Mufti, the 
Vixiers of the Divan, and the Baſhaws, were oblig d to 
10 to him, and ſwear the Emperor was no more, be- 
he could be prevail'd on to quit his Chains, or the 
Appearance of Idiotiſm he had put on ſor his better 
Security: Nor was he altogether aſſur d, till on his Ar- 
rival at the Capital, he beheld the dead Body of his 
Brother, over whoſe Mouth he ſeveral Times put his 
Hand, to try if he ſtill breath'd or not 3 ſo ſtrong an 
Impreſſion had his Fears made on him, that he ſuſpeR- 
ed every _ An „ T1 34;.a0nt 
Tus next Day, being February the agd, 1640, he 
was proclaim'd Emperor; and that Imbecility which 
had believed of him, made known to be only a 
_ Stratagem to preſerve him from the cruel Policy of 
, his Brother, and the Artifices of the more barbarous 
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Dor while be was thus 
Honour and Glory, the Princeſs Raktima, who by Let- 
had 


] 5 
beginning his Reign with 


her Brother been inſormed of the laſt 
y of Arat, of the Death of that Emperor, 
vancement of /brahim to the Throne, 
tremble for the Life of her Son; all the P 
been poſſeſs d of for Amurat was not ſufficient 
heg, forgive his repeated Inconſtancies ; and 
wely transferred all the Affection ſhe had 
him to the young So/yman, had now no other 
, no other Hope, but in him, nor knew no Fears 
hat concern'd his Safety. en 
ſhe was, however, of a ſweet and tender Di 

not hear his Death without Tears, 

ried up 'by Emotions of a con 

ture ; the Baſhaw of Damas refuſed the Payment of 
Penſion bad been aſſign'd her by the late Sultan, 
ing ben he could not diſpenſe with ſending her to 
and her Son to [brabim, who was now, 
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the Court of Ribs, who was the ſame that Sultan 
Amurat had ſubjected to pay him Tribute, and oblig'd 
to ſubmit his Kingdom to a perpetual Homage. This 
Monarch was firſt Couſin to Emir Sicerdin, Prince of 
Dres and boaſted himſelf deſcended from that invinci- 
ble Hero, Godfrey of Bologne, who carry'd his Arms 
into the Holy Land, became the declared Protector of 
all the Orea of the Levant. Sicardin had been 

vanguiſh'd in a pitch'd Battle, by the Baſhaw Giaphar, 
and ſent Priſoner to Conflantinop/c; where, contrary to 
the Law'of Arms, and the Promiſes made him by his 

Conqueror, the Avarice of the Sultan and Prime Vixier, 

cauſed him to be put to Death, and ſeiz'd on 3 
"T< A AS Palit 
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y and vaſt Treaſures which, on his Deceaſe, of right 
— to Reba: But inſtead of doing to this Prince 
that Juſtice he demanded, Amurat had fallen on him 
with a r Power, and ſubmitted him and his Suc- 
cellars to à perpetual Homage to the Forte. It was 
therefore in this Court that Ralima hoped to find ſome 
Repoſe before ſhe went into Perfia ; nor was ſhe diſap · 
pointed. Reba had nothing of the Barbariſm of his Na- 
tion on the contrary, he had every thing could render a 
Prince perfectly amiable ; he was 1 well made, 
gay, gallant, and courteous; and had u Soul at once ba- 
pane of the 4 qe] Actions, and moſt tender Paſſions. 

Bu u as 1 have repreſented him, tis not to 
be wonder d at, that he prepar'd to receive Rakima 
with the ytmoſt Honours ; but her Beauty finiſh*'d what 
his natural Generoſity had begun; he could not behold 
this charming Princeſs without Admiration, and that 
Admiration' ub grew up to Love. The Recital the 
made him of the . of her Life, touched him 
in ſo tender à Manner, that he preſentiy thought no- 
— be fo great a Bleſſing as the Power of oblig- 

to forget them : But as a true Paſſion is always 
is STE — Reſpect, he conceal'd the Aim of 
his Ambition, under the Name of Friendſhip. He in- 
treated her to take choice of no other Afylum than his 
Court for herſelf and Son, aſſuring her he would em- 

y all his Cares in forming the Mind of that young 

ince ; and, as ſoon as a favourable Opportunity 
ſhould preſent, would raiſe an Army, arid engage ſome 

neighbouring Nations, with whom be was in Alliance, 
to do the fame, for ho OY him in the Throne 
of his Father. 

RAKIMA wanted not Diſcernment 16 for into the 
Motives of ſo extraordinary a Complaiſance and Teal; 
and was not a little ſatisfied to ſind herſelf obliged to 
anſwer him in no other Terms, and ſach as ber own 
Gratitude demanded of her; and the amorqus Prince, 
on the other Hand, was tranſported that ſhe; deceived 


as he imagined in his real Intent, fo readily conſented 
to. remain. in his Court, 
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Tus Pleaſure her Condeſcenſion gave him, diffuſed 
itſelf thro* .his whole Air, and added new Graces to 
every thing he did. Deſiring to poſſeſs the Heart of 
Rakima in ſome meaſure, before he attempted: to de- 

elare the Paſſion he had for her, he cauſed her to be 

| treated as Queen, tranſacted no important Affair with- 
| out conſulting her, and was ſo aſſiduous in his Cares for 
the Education of the young Soſyman, that it was impoſ- 
fible for any one to diſtinguiſh them from thoſe of a na · 
| tural Father. $29 sign end e. 
| Twas by theſe Means that Love a ſecond, time 
ſubdued the Mind of this Princeſs: She could not be 
ſenfible what Reba did for herſelf and Son, without 
feeling a-certain Pity for the Conſtraint he laid himſelf 
under by the Reſpect he bore her; and perhaps, had he 
ſooner declared his Paſſion, ſhe would not have reſented 
it beyond Forgiveneſs. But as that Monarch was la+ 
ouring how to do it in a manner ſhe ſhould: not be 
able to diſapprove, Chance gave him an Opportunity 
more favourable than any he could have formed. Ag 
he, one Day, came into the Apartment of Rakima, he 
| found her amuſing -herſelf with looking on her Wo- 

| men, Who were: making little Crowns of Flowers for 

| her Son: The young Prince had one of them in his 
Hand the Moment of the King's Entrance, and run - 
ning to him, as was his Cuſtom, put the Crown on his 
Head, as he ſtoop'd-to take him in his Arms; and 
afterwards talting it ſuddenly off, placed it on the 
Head of his. Mother, where he left it. This Action 
made Naim bluſn ; and Reba taking Advantage of 
This little innocent Frolic of the Child, I ſhould be 
bleſs'd above my Sex, Madam, ſaid he, looking on 
Mer with à Countenance in which Love and Fear were 
Vuiſbly painted, if you had penetrated into my Heart as 
this young Prince: has done, and would accept the 
Crown of , Which I now come to offer you, and 
of which, mechinks, this is an Emblem. Behold, con- 
tinued he, throwing himſelf on his Knees, I lay it at 
| [your Feet, and with it à Heart filled with the mot 

dent Paſſion. 9.) 17 2: a 
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Wr1ts he was ſpeaking in this Manner, Rakima 
made uſe of her utmoſt Efforts to raiſe him; but per- 
ceiving he was determined to wait her Anſwer in that 
Poſture, My Lord, faid ſhe to him, holding out her 
Hand, Rakima muſt be the moſt angrateful Woman in 
the World, if, after all the Obligations you have con- 
ferred upon her, ſhe ſhould diſdain this laſt Mark of 
your Eſteem : You honour me too much, continued 
ſhe, my Lord (with an Air the moſt charmingly ſweet ;) 
and if the Hand 1 now preſent roy with is really of 
any Conſequence to your ineſs, it will de mine to 
beſtow ** Py” wh * * | — L * 

A Cons zur ſo ſudden and unhoped for, took from 
the tranſported Prince all Power of anſwering as he 
would have done: The Ruſh of Rapture ſtopped the 
Paſſage of his Words, and when they forcibly broke 
looſe, could only form themſelves in disjointed Sen- 
tences z but it was eaſy to judge the Sincerity of his 
Paſſion by the Exceſs of his Joy: And this mute Elo-" 
quence had ſuch an Effect on the tender Soul of RaαH⁰f.. 
ma, that ſhe made no Scruple of returning the CAreſſes 
he gave her, with pretty near an equal Warmth.” 

un firſt Emotions of this diſorder'd Joy being a 
little over, Reba preſs'd for an immediate Confirma-" 
tion of his Happineſs ; and a ready Grant enſuing, 
every thing was ordered to be prepared for the Solem- 
nization of their Nuptials: And in a few Days Ram 
was proclaimed Queen of Arabia, with the uſual Cere- 
monies ; which were attended with an univerſal Satif- 
faction throughout the whole Kingdom, — 

Tun new Queen now thought Heaven had repaid 
all her Troubles paſt ; ſhe had found in Reba a Huf- 
band, a Lover, a zealous ProteQor, and a Father for 
her Son; and that young Prince ſo well improved the 
Advantages he received from the Care of this gen 
rous Arabian, that he ſurpaſſed in Learning, and al 
thoſe great Qualifications which become a Prince, even 
the Expectations of thoſe who had moſt good Wiſhes 
. 715 My | id wi 
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RE BA, who had ſupported the Oftoman Yoke with 
the utmoſt Impatience, found now a Pretence to break 
it, by the Part he had in the Intereſt of young Soſyman 
Arat. He therefore began to make fecret Leagues 
with ſeveral of the neighbouring Princes, who waited 
but a favourable Occaſion to take up Arms, in Con- 
Junction with him, to place this Iſſue of Ralina on 
the Throne of his Father. But, while be was thos 
ing no Pains nor Care to be ſucceſsful in this grea 
wnterprize, the Sultaneſs Valid, made uſe of her ut- 
moſt Efforts to convince 1brabim of the Danger that 
threaten'd him from that Quarter: But this Monarch 
giving himſelf wholly up to his Pleaſures, neglected the 
Advice of his Mother; and, by his Injuſtices and Cruel- 
ties, in a ſhort time became the Hate of the People, 
They ſaw, with Indignation, his Ingraticude to a Prin- 


ces, Who had not only preſerved him in a thoufand 


Perils by her Wiſdom, but had ſet him on the Throne, 
and afterwards diffipated, by her Courage and Reſolu- 
tion, all the Diſturbances of the State, now ſlighted, 
dilgraced, and deprived of all Authority, thro* the In- 


-Huence of two. Villains, the one of whom was Selim 


„ Grand Vizier, and the other named Huſtin, 
a Man who, from a poor Shepherd, 1brabim had raiſed 


wo the greateſt Dignities.. The Power of theſe two 


Men over the Emperor became ſo unbounded, that t 
committed all manner of Outrages under the —— 


.of his Name ; and, when any Complaints of it were 


made, he either ſeem'd not to believe, or elſe defend- 
ed, what they had done ; which, join'd to his Incapa- 


City of governing, obliged the great Men of the Ports 


to make known their Reſolution of depoſing him, or 
compelling him to reform his Conduct. In this Com- 


| bination was the Sultaneſs Yahdr, provoked by this 


Contempt of her ; the a of the Fanizarirr, with 
the principal Officers of that formidable Band ; the Ge- 
neral of the Sea, the Mufti, the Kadeliſkers, who are 
the bi fort of Judges ; the Viziers, and Baſhaws of 


the Divan, who are the Counſellors of State: Aud, 


what is moſt ſurpriſng, this League, compoſed of ſo 
| mary 


- 
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many different Perſons, and formed for an Enterprize 
the moſt. dangerous and important that 
carried on with an invialable Secrecy. 
Tale, who knew that all their Lives would hardly 
| ſuffice to ſatiate the Revenge of the Emperor, and his 
two Minions, if the Deſigns they had laid ſhould be diſ- 
cover'd before executed, preſs d the Mufti to cite Jora» 
bim, in the Name of all bis Subjects, to render an Ac. 
count of his Conduct in a full Divan z and ta demand 
the Puniſhment of Calim and Hafen. To; this, Effe 
the great Frieſt of the MHabamctan Law ſent ieve 
Kadeliſkers, who had Courage to undertake ſo danger- 


ous a'Commiſhon;; | 1 14 ot ot "4 * 
Dr the Sultan, enra at this Inſolence, as he 
term d it, commanded his Guard to tear them to Pieces. 
But they refuſing to obey his Orders, he was inſtantly 
ſeized with ſo great a Fear, that he tan immediate! 
to che t of his Mather, Who, taking the 
of his Pufillanimity, adviſed him .to.appraſe 
the Divany by delivering up © them the Perſans of the 
Grand Vizier and Huſſtin, which, in the Danger bc 
apprekended himſelf to be in, he durſt not refuſe, And 
e two pernicious Counſellors were put into the . 
of the People, Wh immediately truck off both their 
Heads, plunder'd their Houſes of the vaſt Wealth then 
had amaf'd, and extitpated all their Rage. He fallow 
now alſo the Counſel af the Sultaneſs Falide, in no- 
minating' for Grand Vizier, Mehewer, a Man well be- 
loved, and of great Experience: After which, ſhe en- 
| deavoured to mitigate the Fury of the Divan ; but her 
Attempts were in vain the Storm ſhe had raiſed was 
now too high for: her Diſſuaſians to allay z. and the 
Mufti a ſecond time to cite the Emperor, 
ſending to him again the ſame Kadeliſters who had be- 
fore uadgrtaken the Commiſſion, On which Malti 
tote the Fetſa, which is a certain Inſtru ment in Writ- 
ing, fign'd by the Viziers and Baſhaws of the Nixan, ra- 
quizing the Offender, be he ever ſo great, to 

_ 4hmaſelt immediately to that Aſſembly. 
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Tyrs Behaviour being reported to the Divan, they 
roſe, and went in a Body to the Apartment of the Sul. 
taneſs Falide, to Which brabim again retir d: 
and having forced him from the Arms of that Princeſs, 
put him in Priſon under a ſtrong Guard. 

MAHOMET the Fourth, an Infant of about fix 
Months old, and Son of the impriſoned Em „ by 
Zaime, to whom he had given the ſame ſhe held 
during the Whey: Part of the Reign of Amurat, was 
now proclaim! d Sultan, and his Mother Regent in his 
Minority. After this, the Rebels fearing that by ſome 
unforeſeen Accident Brabim might again aſſume the 
Throne, and by that they ſhould then meet with the 
ſame Treatment they had given to Selim and Huſſein, 
took a Reſolution to eaſe themſelves of thoſe Appre- 
henſions by the Death of him who created them; and 
accordingly ſeveral of the chief of the Divan, aſſiſted 

1 by ſome Janizaries, went to the Priſon where that poor 
Cit! Emperor was confined, and ſtrangled him the 1 8th. Day 
| of Auge, 1648. This Murder was followed by ſeve- 

ral others, which confirmed the Sultaneſs Zaime in the 
Regency, and the famous Coprogly in the Office of 
Grand Vizier. But all theſe Matters are amply treated 
on in the Hiſtory of that Princeſs ; of whom Urania 
forbids me with her Eyes to entertain you with, 
farther than is abſolutely neceſſary for your 
ing the Paſſages relating to Rakim. 

Tus Sultaneſs Palide, who had -conſol'd herſelf.o on 
the Death of her Son, by the Remembrance of the little 
Reſpe& he had paid her, and the Expectations that 
Zaime, who owed her firſt Elevation of Fortune to her 
Inſtructions, would in all things ſubmit to her;; per- 

herſelf deceived, and that the Regent acted of 

herſelf or 'by the Counſels of Coprogly, began to hate 
her With ſo much Inveteracy, that e thought of no- 
thing but the Means to ruin her, the young Sultan her 
| | Son, and the Grand Vizier. To bring about her De- 
| "Hgns, the preſetitly caſt her Eyes on So/yman Amurast, 
- who, the knew the King and Queen of Arabia had 

cate qocorcing to his Birth, ————— 
CONCELY 
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conceived of ſeeing him one Day Emperor of the 
Tarks. zuin 10 os ah he es = 5. Ne 
Sur wrote to Reba, intimating, that ſhe deſired 
nothing more than to ſee this Prince fill the Throne of 
his Anceſtors, as it was his Right, he being the only 
Son. of Amurat ; and let him know ſhe form'd a 
Project for bringing about his Eſtabliſhment. But the 
King of Arabia, who was not i t that ſhe under- 
took this Enterprize — Reſentment to Zaime 
than Love to So/ymar, and perceiving that the Turiii 
Empire was at that time in perfect Tranquility within 
itſelf, and Peace with its Neighbours, repreſented to 
her, that it was not yet a proper Seaſon to attempt an 
Alteration in the Government, and therefore adviſed 
her to continue the ſame Shews of Affection for 
young Grandſon, and the Regent his Mother, as" 
had — nothing of her Intentions might be 
gueſs'd at, till the Moment ſhould: arrive when they 
might be purſued with Succeſ . 
Tuts wiſe Delay of Reba was not at all pleaſing 
to the Sultaneſs Valide, who was a Woman vehement 
in all her Paſhons : And reſolving to ſatisfy that of her 
Revenge ſome way or other, turn'd her Thoughts on 
a young Prince, named alſo So/ymar, and Son of B- 
vim by a Lady of the Seraghp, call'd Maia; tober 
ſne communica ted her Deſign, and aſſured her of Suc- 
ceſs, on Condition, when: the Child ſhould be pro- 
claim'd Emperor, ſhe would leave to het all the Autho- 
rity of the a, % (004+; RY 1 wah 
AI was charm'd with the Offer, and rea- 
dily promiſed all that ambitious Princeſs deſired of her. 
But in what Manner this Conſpiracy: was render d of no 
Effect, is not neceſſary to my Hiſtory ; I ſhall there- 
fore paſs over every thing in Silence, till the time that 
the Grand Visier Coprogly form'd a Deſign of attack- 
ing the City of Candia, which brings me to my prin- 
cipal Subject. | | | 
Tus Venstiant, alarmed at the great Preparations 
at the Porte, ſent an Envoy to Conftantinople; but the 
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ſo ill, and/exatted ſuch hard Conditions from the Re- 
public, that they preferred War to ſo ſhameful a Peace. 
The Dage, knowing himſelf unable to withſtand the 
Ortomam Forces of huraſeif,, diſpatched Embailadors to 
Perſia, uc uy, and Tartary ; the latter of whom 
he knew had an implacable Hatred to the Turi, for 
the ignomamous Death the Cham, Father of him who 
at that Tune, had ſuffered in their Dominians. 
Nor did the /exetiaes forget to implore the A ſũiſtance of 
King Reba, offering tum great Sums of Maney to join. 
his Proops with theirs, for the Recovery of eee 
—— — daarat. un J 
No did the Aralias Monarch believe — 
preſented chat happy Crafts he had ſo long waited for, 


2 joy fully the Offers made him, enter d 
a League with the Fenectians ; as did alſo the 


= 
— * 


ham of the Tuma. 
Tus next Step this prudent Prince: took. was to- 
oe 10 his intereſt fome Baſhaws, who; by his 
be heard were diſaſſected to the preſent Govern- 
— To them he fent ſeveral Pictures of 
'Solyman 4ncrat, which were by them diſperſed thro- 
the ſeveral Provinces of the Empire, to let them ſee 
abe great Reſemblance there was between this Prince 
.and bis Father. This ſacceeded fo well, 
chat in a ſhort time a great Number of Perſons of Di- 
-inRtion liſted "themſelves in the Party of the Son of 
p. among whom was Orcas Ogch, Baſhaw of 
a moſt excellent General, ek, "wal Celgved, 
a mortal Enemy of Coprog/ l 
having ſo fair an ped, the Confederate 
2 reſolved to take the Field in the Beginning of 
the Spring, and to begin the War by the Siege of Ba- 
: In the mean time Rakima, neglecting nothing 
the Intereſt of her Son, went herſelf from Court to 
— engaging the ſeveral Potentates in this grab 
Affair. She paſſed thro' all Arabia, Ethiopia, — 
— —— Wits her 8 


ber Eloguerce, and the Charms of her Perſon, 
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pire, that they unanimouſly agreed to own no other 
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their Hearts in ſuch a Manner, that there were none 
who did not readily aſſiſt her with 2 
their Power. 

COP ROG LY having quick Intelligence of all that 
paſs'd, aud knowing his Forces unable to withſtand 
thoſe of ſo many Princes, ſent to the Baſhaw'of 4 
to raiſe an Army of thirty thouſand Men in tis 
yernment, and to join him with all Expedition. 07 
can Ogi, glad of this Pretence, raiſed; inſtead of the 
Number required, ſeventy thouſand Men; and having 
aſſembled them before he Walls of Aleppo, and havin 
ſhewed the Officers the Picture of Solymay, ſo w 

convinc'd them of the Right that Prinee had to the Em- 


Sovereign, and to loſe the lai Drop of cheir Blood in 
his Behalf. 

THz Baſhaw finding every thivg ſaobeed eo his With, 
ſent ſome of the principal Commanders to the 
and of Arabia, deſiring they would permit their 
new-acknowledged Monarch to put himſelf at their 
Head. They were magnificently received 3 but what 
touched them the moſt was the Preſence” of 
— ful Form, and the noble Ardeur he en 

or Glory, ravilh'd dhe Sheen with Love and 

[+ et he | vg 1 


Troops with Acclamations which feem'd to rend the 
Skies 


Tuis News being ſpread thro' all the Provinces of 
Aſia, ſeveral Baſhaws, who had before refuſed to come 
into the Meaſures of Orcas Ogly, now increaſed the 
Army, and threw themſelves at the Feet of Solymas. 


Rakima, who accompanied her Huſband and Son in this 
War, was tranſported at the good Succeſs they met 
with ; and Rebe gave an undeniable Tf of the 
Love he bore her, by the perſect Satisfaction be 
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-SOLY MAN was every Day on. Horſeback, and 
exerciſed his Troops in ſuch a Manner, as made every 
one believe he would be one of. the greateſt Generals 
of his Time; and never was an Army better pleaſed 
with a Commander, nor a Commander with his Army; 
moſt of theſe Troops being Veterans, who had ſerved 
under the famous Dell Huſſein, the Uncle of Orcan 
Ogh, who had been ſtrangled by Coprogly, for which 
they. bore that Miniſter an inveterate Hate: That, as 
well as their Love of So/yman, and Confidence in their 
own Strength, made them deſire to be of the Party to 
fall on Conſtantinople, and leave Babylon to the King of 
Perfia ; and it was for theſe Reaſons their Requeſt was 


I being thus reſolved, after the Prayers and uſual 
Ceremonies to their Prophet Mabomet, they begun their 
March to the Metropolis of the Empire, where the 
News of Orcan Ogly's Revolt being already arrived, 
the Grand Vizier eaſily perceived it had been occafioned 
by his Reſentment for the Death of his Uncle; and 
judging therefore he would be an implacable as well as 
powerfal Enemy, knew he had need of all his Skill and 
Courage to ward againſt. this unexpected Blow. Yet 
would he not give any Marks of Fear; and when it 
was propoſed in the Divan to put in Execution that 
Law, which, in times of Danger, obliges all above ſe- 
ven Years old to take Arms, he rejected it with Scorn 
and mid, He would never ſuffer it to be ſaid, a Rebel 
could reduce the Empire to ſuch Streights. 

Hz did not, however, in the leaſt depend on his 
own Strength; but had recourſe, in this Emergency, to 
the utmoſt of his Subtilties, by diſtributing privately 
great Sums of Money, and maintaining Spies in every 
Quarter, he got Intelligence of ſeveral great Men, who 
had ſecretly leagued themſelves with the Baſhaw of A. 
leppo, whom he immediately cauſed to be ſeized, and 
their Heads truck off, and placed on high Poles on the 
Walls of Conſtantinople. This ſtruck ſuch a Terror to 
the reſt, that they, unaſk'd, brought their Treaſures in- 
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all Suſpicion of their having any Deſign in Favour of 
Solyman.., Ib ove ra yin ww 4517; 1 
 Hayanc,: by his Diligence, got together an Army 
of about two. and. thirty thouſand Men, he marched to 
intercept | thoſe. of, Qrcan Ogly, led by Solyman : And 
when they were within ſome twenty Leagues of their 
Enemies, put his Son at the Head of them, a young 
Man, but full of Courage and Prudence, and to be di- 
rected by the experienced Counſels of the famous Mu- 
ſtapha, a Man of the utmoſt Abilities, and perfectly 
devoted. to the Vize. 
| Tus Miniſter, having left the Troops thus diſpoſ- 
ed, returned to Conſtantinople, where his Preſence was 
abſolutely neceſſary, he being the very Soul of the Di- 
van, and without whom that Aſſembly neither could 
nor would do any thing. There he repaired the Forti- 
fications, filled the, Ramparts with able Men, and ne- 
pleniſhed the Magazines. While he was thus employ d, 
his Son was not idle; but animating his Troops, attend- 
ed the Approach of the Enemy, who were no 
come within Sight, than he fell. on them with ſuch 
Force, as made them ſee the way to AO would not 
be eaſy. Bloody was the Conteſt ; but, after laſhing a- 
bout three Hours, the Arabian King received a mortal 
Wound, which ſo, much diſcouraged-that Wing where 
he commanded, that it gave/Ground:immediately ; And 
Achmet perceiving the Advantage, flew, in with a Party 
of freſh Troops, which put them entirely to the Rout, 
Nor did he here ſtop, but pierced into the main Body 
the Army, where Se/yman fought with a Courage. 
worthy. of a better Fate, and for —. time held the 
Battle in Suſpence. But Muftapha having made great 
Slaughter where Orcas Ogly — thoſe that 
remained began to fly ; when the Baſhaw mounting a 


| freſh Horſe, got head of them, and, partly by Promiſes, 


and partly by Menaces, obliged. them to turn to the As- 
of So/yman, who was now aſſaulted on ev 
Side. That young Hero did, in this dreadful Day, ſuch 
Wonders, as almoſt juſtifies the Fictions of Romance, 
and compelled his Enemies to ſay, That had there been 
7 . among 
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among the ſeventy thouſand that he had, but five bun- 
dred ſuch as himſelf, Victory muſt have declared in his 
Favour. As it was ſupported chiefly by his ſingle Bra- 


the Goddeſs ſeem'd unwilling to determine for | 


his Enemies; and Ma/tapha perceiving, if he mould 


get the Field, "twould be a dear-bought Conqueſt, had | 
recourſe to Artifice, and, having formerly been intimate 


with Orcan Ogly, ſent a Trumpet, in the General's 
Name, to offer him his Life, with 'that of So/yman, on 
Condition they would yield themſelves. 
'Tars Propoſal was received by Solyman with the ut- 
moſt Scorn ; but, perceiving it made ſome Impreſſion 
8 and judging, on his Refuſal, he ſhould 
be betray 
timents of this changing Man, and ſent back an Anſwer 
of Confent. 
Wir the brave young Prince thus yielded to his 
adverſe Fate, Reba gave up his laſt Sighs on the Boſom 


of his beloved : Madam, ſaid he, with a feeble, - 


butiniteſligible; Voice, if I die without the SatisfaRion 
of haying render'd you happy, I die with the Oonſola- 
tion of faving done every thing in my Power to make 
you ſo; and to prove how very dear you are to me 
—— = hut, continued he, there in no Remedy 
—— dry your Tears, and preſerve yourſelf for the 
fake of thoſe precious of our mutual Love 
forget me not in them, but let them ſhare that Tender- 
nels yon have blefs'd me with. And for you, Zenim, 
added he, turning to an Eunuch who ſtood by, to your 
Faithful” Care I recommend the Queen. ——— I well 
fee the Battle*s loft ; fly with her from this fatal Field, 
nor wait a Paſſport ; there is no Dependance on the 
Promiſes of theſe Turtr.— In fine, 1 charge thee with 


my dyin Breath to ſave her, at what Price ſoever ir be, 


and conduct her to my Kingdom. He could 
no farther ; Death cloſed his Lips for ever, and Rat- 


ma had little more than the Appearance of Life. The 
al 


Funuch perceiving his Royal Maſter fallen, and mitdfu 
of the Charge he had given him, left the Queen i the 
Care of her Women, while he ran out of the Tut to 


enquire 


- 


* 


- 


by him, was conſtrain'd to follow the Sen- 
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. 
exquire the Event of the Battle, which he perceived, 


'by the Trumpets ſounding a Retreat, was now over, and 


was ſoon informed of what he feared, that the Enemy 
was victorious and that Solyman Amurat, and Orran 
Ogly had delivered themſelves 'to the Merey of the 
Conqueror, and that general Pardon was granted to the 
reſt, This made him know the Queen's Departure 
was not to be delay'd ; eſpecially when he learned ſome 
Moments after, that the Prince and Baſhaw of Aleppo 
were put under a ſtrong Guard, and ſent to Conflanti- 
naple the Moment they had reſigned themſelves. This 
faithful Servant returned haſtily to the Queen; and hav- 
ing repeated all he had been told, reminded her, with 
the utmoſt Earneſtneſs, of the laſt Words of his Ma- 
ſter : But ſhe was for the preſent too much ſtupiſied 
with Grief, to give Attention to any thing he ſaid: 
And even the Fears for her Son were loft in the Miſ- 
fortune ſhe had juſt now been Witneſs of. dhe ſuffer d 
herſelf, however, to be guided by Zenim : Who 
Advantage of the Darknoſ of the Night, and th 
Confuſion all things were in, conducted her in a 
guiſe from the Power of her Enemies, and at laſt to 
Arabia, after a long and painful March. * 
ACHMEF COPRO GLY having gives Orders fot 
carrying Sohm and Orcan Ogly to nople, 
and pardoned thoſe Soldiers who were to fw' 
eternal Duty to Mahomet, the preſent Emperor, in- 
corporated them with the reſt of bie Army, tid 
marched to the Relief of Babylon, which was beſieged 
by the 80 i of Perfia. N * ü 
Tus Uncertainty what the Succeſs of this Battle 
would be, had put all Conflentineple into Confuſion; 
but when the News came of ſo complete a Victory, the 


4 


Death of Reba, and the Arrival of Soljyman Auiurat 


and Orcan Ogly as Priſoners, nothing was to be ſ. 
but Joy; but that of the Emperor and Regent exceed- 
ed all others, as they were moſt concerned : They 
thought they could never ſufficiently teſtify their (Gras 
titude to the Grand V izier, who had ſo happily con · 
ducted this Affair, and to the Valour of whoſe Son ay 
ow 
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owed their -Safety.. They put So/yman into the Priſon | 
deſtined for the Sons and Brothers of the Emperors, # 
Orclan Ogi into another, loaded with Chains, and in | 
Vain both the one and the other alledged the Promiſe | 
made them by Achmet Coprogly : His: Father's Policy 


. abſolved him from making good that Promiſe, and in 


ſpite of all they could ſay, condemned them to loſe | 
their Heads, | 
Baixo brought to the Hippodrome for that Purpoſe, 
Solyman exclaim'd againſt the Cowardiſe and T'reaſon 
of Ogly, which had prevented him from dying like 
bimfelf. in the Purſuit of Juſtice and Revenge, and 
ielded him to the ſhameful Stroke of the Executioner. 
he Beauty of this young Prince, his majeſtic Port, 
his, Courage and Reſolution attracted the Hearts of all 
preſent; they deteſted the Villany of the Baſhaw : And 
when the fatal Blow was given to Solymazr, it was fol- 
low'd by a general Shriek, and Millions of Impreca- 
tions on him who had occafion'd it. Orcas Ogly be- 
ing about to ſuffer; the ſame Fate, the Fury of the 
| prevented it, by forcing him from the Execu- 
toner, and tearing his Body into a thouſand Pieces, draw- 
ing the mangled Limbs thro! every Street in Conflanti- 
op/e, and pouring Curſes on them as they d. no 
leb in Revenge for Solymar 4omrat, chan ſor his Rebel- 
lion against the Eper. 


Tus cruel Tidings ſoon redch'd the Ears of the 


unfortunate Rakimea, who tho" ſhe flatter d herſelf with 
the pi; # au no better Fate, yet the Confirmation of 
this diſaſtrous one renew'd her Sorrow and Lamenta- 
tion Her Health greatly impair'd oy the Death of 
Reba, that of So/yman compleated the Work of Death; 
and having crown'd. the Elder of thoſe Sons ſhe had by 
Reba, ſhe ſunk with Reſignation from a Life, which 
ſhe ſeem'd to have no longer Employment for ; and in 
ber laſt Moments repeating ſeveral times the dear loy'd 
Names of Reba and Solyman, made known that ſhe was 
going to join them with Pleaſure. 43 
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THELAMONT having given over ſpeaking, this 
amiable Company, who towards the Latter End of his 
Hiſtory had been drown'd in Tears, could not preſently 
recover themſelves enough to give him Thanks. Era/- 
mus was the firſt that broke filence: We ſeem, me- 
thinks, ſaid he, as if we were in Conſtantinople, or 
Arabia ; and that the tragical Accidents we have been 
told of, happen'd in our Preſence, by the Suſceptibility 
we have of them. I aſſure you, reply'd Camilla, 
wiping her Eyes, if I had believ'd that The/amont 
had defign'd to have made So/yman and Rakima die, 
I never ſhould have had a Curioſity of knowing their 
Adventures. | | 

As ſhe could not conclude theſe Words without a 
Sigh, her Friends rallied her in a gallant manner, on 
her Senfibility of things, which had happen'd a long 
time ſince, and/in a Country where there were conti- 
nual Incidents of the like nature. We ought not to 
laugh too much at Camilla, interrupted Florinda, tho 
ſhe is of a Diſpoſition perfectly gay; that which is 
truly touching affects her Heart in the ſame manner 
with thoſe who are uſually more ſerious. - Thelamont 
has recounted theſe Particulars in ſo lively a manner, 
that it is impoſſible to be Jeſs moved with them, than 
if they had been preſent to our Eyes, , 

I am extremely charm'd with it, ſaid Orophanes, but 
muſt confeſs, I feel a certain Diſcontent, that we are 
deprived of the Hiſtory of Zaime; for I perceive Ura- 


nia will not ſuffer us to partake of it, till ſhe gives it to 


the Public. | 

You judge right, anſwer'd that beautiful Lady, but 
you ſhall not long attend it, I hope to ſatisfy your 
Curioſity the next Journey you make hither. As we 


are not yet to be ſo happy then, ſaid Hortenfia, I 
think the time cannot be more agreeably paſt, than in 
reflefting on what we have already heard. Can any 
thing be more inhuman than this Policy of the Twrks, 
which puts to death every one who can poſlibly hope 
to attain the Imperial Dignity ? This Cruelty, replied 
Eraſmus, has its Foundation from their Religon : As 
2 f 
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the whole Sect of Mahomet are exceſſively ſuperſtiti- | 
ous, they ſcruple nothing to prevent the Misfortur.e | 
with which they imagine themſelves threaten'd, or to | 

_ attain the Happineſs they hope for. 

Ir is certain, added Orephanes, that Superſtition is 
almoſt univerſal amongſt them: The Ottoman Empire, 
that of Perfia, and of the Mogul, the Indies, the Great 
and Leſſer Tartary, are full of Impoſtors, who call 
themſelves Prophets, announcing Calamity and Proſpe- 
tity 3 and, for a certain Sum of Money, pretend to 
give Amuleta to defend from the one, and Taliſmans to 
procure the other. 

Wu ar ſurprizes me moſt, ſaid Felicia, is, that Peo- 
ple of Quality, who have all imaginable Care taken 
in their Education, to inſpire them with Sentiment; 
different from the Vulgar, ſhould agree with them ſo 
much in this Opinion; and if — in any Enter- 
prize, impute it rather to the Effect of their Tah/man, 
than their own Courage or Wiſdom, 

Tunes Superſtitions, replied Thelamont, have pro- 
duced very odd Effects in all Ages of the World. RA.. 
tiliauus, a Roman Senator, who lived under the Reign | 
of Marcus Aurelius, was one of the beſt Generals of 
the Age he lived in, a very able Politician, was elo- | 
quent in his Diſcourſe, and had a univerſal Knowledge; 
yet, with all theſe fine Qualities, he was ſuperſtitious to 
that Degree, that whenever he travell'd, he deſcended” 
from his Chariot, and threw himſelf on his Knees 
before ſome Stones on which the People before had 
poured Libations. When he went to battle, he was 
never without a Train of Pagan Prieſts in the Army, 
who encouraged him in his Errors; and without firſt 
conſulting them, he undertook not the moſt trivial Af- 
fair. He had, befides theſe, Couriers continually em- 
ploy'd in Voyages to Carus and Didymus, to conſult 
the fabulous Oracles which were there deliver d. 1 
never can hear the Name of Ratilianus, ſaid Camilla, 
without ſmiling at the Weaknefs he was guilty of, on 
this Subject. Alexander the Son of Podalire, born of 
an obſcure Extraction, but among People i and 
6 uperſtitious, 
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ſuperſtitious, eſtabliſh'd himſelf in Papblagonia, near 
the Walls of 4bonus, where he lived in grandeſt 
manner imaginable: He was regarded as a deſcended 
God, he never went out Without a great Train, who 
moved after him to the Sound of Trumpets, Cymbals, 
and Flutes, Taking Advantage of the Folly of theſe 
credulous Wrtches, he obliged them to build a Temple 
in Honour of Glicom, or the Second AZ /culapin;, who 
he faid had been born among them. This ſuperſtitious 
People, quitting their ordinary Occupations, worked 
Night and Day in erecting this Edifice, and adorned it 
with all the Riches of. the Country : It was from this 
Temple that the Impoſtor afterwards delivered all his 
pretended Oracles, | 8 
He boaſted to be deſcended of Perſeus, and that 
the Moon, being enamour'd of him, deſcended from 
Heaven to paſs ſome Hours of Softneſs with him ; that 
from this Amour ſprung a Daughter, whom the God- 
ceſs commanded him to educate with xs aſſurin 
him, that all her Offspring ſhould have the Gift of pra 
phecy in ſuch a full Degree, that they ſhould be able to 
netrate into the moit ſecret Decrees of Providence. 
he Fame of this Impoſtor, and what was promifed to 
his Daughter, made Ruti/zanus think it the utmoſt 
Honour to obtain her m Marriage z and after the Nup- 
tials, carry'd her to Rome, where ſhe was look'd on as 
a Divinity. Can one then, continued that agreeable 
Lady, wonder at the Superſtition and. Credulity of 
mean People, when one finds ſuch Examples of it 
among thoſe who ought to know ſo much better ? 
Tuis pretended Prophet, ſaid Alphonſo, had the 
Impudence to ſend one of his Preditions to Marcus Au- 
relius; by which he promiſed him a complete Victory 
over the Germans, with whom he was then at War. 
Bug the Event of that Battle proved how little Credit 
ſhould be given to thoſe imaginary Prophets ; for the 
Emperor's Army was entirely routed by the Germans, 
and more than twenty thouſand Romans lay breathleſs 
in the Field. He was guilty of the ſame Boldneſs to 
Crafus, added Molintut, promiſing him an Hundred 
I and 
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and fifty Years of Life ; and that he ſhould not then | 
die, but be, like Z/culapins, transfixed by a Clap of 
Thunder. Inſtead of which, he languiſh'd a long time 
under a grievous Diſeaſe, and died when he was no | 
more than eighty Years old. Yet did not the Falſhood 
of theſe Predidtions diſabuſe the People; they ſtill be- 
lieved, and were ſtill fool'd on. 

Ir is yet leſs ſurprizing, ſaid Thelamont, to find theſe 
Errors and Superſtitions among Pagans and Mahomet- 
ant, of which their Religions are full, than that they 
have found Entrance ſometimes among even the Princes 
of the Chriftian Church. Eutychius, Biſhop of Conflan- 
tinople, a moſt learned and eloquent Orator, fell into 
the erroneous Opinion of doubting that Article of 
Faith touching the Reſurrection of the Body; which 
Hereſy gain'd Acceſs among the greateſt of thoſe Days: 
So much did the Example of ſo eminent a Man ſway 
the Minds of thoſe who heard his Rhetoric, and were 
az of his Learning. It ſpread ſo far under the 
igns of Juſfin the Younger, and Tiberius the Second, 
when in the Year 534 the Chri//ian Religion was all 
disfigur'd ; and thoſe who ſtill retain'd its Purity, wept 
Tears of Blood to waſh the Stains away. The Troubles 
which the Lombards had brought into Tah, hinder- 
dering the Popes from oppoſing this Error, with that 
Warmth they would elſe have done; Autharis, King 
of Lombardy having belieg'd Rome ſo cloſely, that no 
Succour could be brought, the Citizens were ready to 
periſh with Hunger. The Pope, on this, ſent to im- 
lore Aſſiſtance from Tiberius, who, touch'd with their 
Calamity, order'd a Veſſel of Corn to be tranſported 
into Rome, by the way of the Tiber. 

Tx1s Succour having re- animated the Romany, they 
took ſuch juſt and rigorous Meaſures for the Defence 
of their City, that the King of the Lombardi perceiving 
his Army much diminiſh'd, rais'd the Siege, juſt at the 
time of the Pope's Death. Pelagius the Second be- 
ing elected, as ſoon as the Enemy was departed, ſent 
Cardinal Diacres, who was afterwards call'd Gre- 
gory the Great, to the Emperor Tiberius, to return 

Thanks 
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Thanks for the Favour he had conferr'd on his Prede- 
ceſſor. This Legate was receiv'd at Conflantinople with 
infinite Honours ; his great Merit being already known 
to all the Chri/tian World; but that which gain'd him 
the moſt Glory, was his Converſion of the learned Eu- 
tychius, with whom he had frequent Conferences in the 
Preſence of the Emperor ; and by his Sweetneſs, his 
Knowledge, and his Eloquence, won him at length to 


renounce that Error he had maintain'd to the Prejudice 


of the Chriſtian Faith: He made a public Abjuration 
of it, and continu'd to preach againſt it more vigor- 
ouſly than ever he had done in its Behalf, till the time 
of his Death, which happen'd ſoon after. Thus when 
human Wiſdom ſuffers us to fall into dangerous Ab- 
ſurdities, how happy ought we to think ourſelves, if 
God permits us to find thoſe more enliven'd with true 
Knowledge to ſet us right ? 

Tuts Reflection is worthy of Thelamont, ſaid Ca- 
milla, and we cannot conclude this Day with a more 
juſt Moral. And you could fpeak nothing more to the 
Purpoſe, my dear Camille, reply'd Urania, for it is 
time to retire. I proteſt, added Hortenſia, I perceived 
not that the Night was ſo far advanced; the Pleaſure 
in which I have paſs'd theſe Hours, let it ſteal on me 
unperceiv'd, For my part, ſaid Florinda, I am of a 
Humour to paſs the Nights and Days in an equal man- 
ner, if the Body would ſuffer one to do ſo. 

Bur as Repoſe is abſolutely neceſſary, anſwer'd Ur a- 
nia, riſing from her Seat, however laudable your In- 
clination may be, it ſhall not be in- this Houſe you 
ſhall indulge it; your Health is too dear to us, to con- 
ſent to it. At theſe Words this amiable Society having 
baniſh'd all thoſe fruitleſs Ceremonies which are uſually 
praQtis'd in ſeparating, they all retired to their different 
Apartments; where Love, Friendſhip, perfect Tran- 
quility, and the Enjoyments of the paſt Day, made 
the Night no leſs delightful to them. ' 


Vor. III. E THE 


S this charming Company retired not till 


2 very late, the Day was far advanc'd be- 
a \&X fore they were in 'a Condition to re- 
— 8 > aſſemble. Urania was the firſt that roſe ; 
d and the Moment ſhe was dreſs'd, paſs'd 
into the Apartment where the Ladies were making 
ready: I come to reproach you, ſaid ſhe, for having 
2 ſo much Time to ſleep, and can look on that 
rouzy God, as no other than a Thief, ſince he robs 
me of thoſe Pleaſures in your Converſation, which he 
can never retaliate, tho* he may aim to do it in Dreams. 
This Gallantry of Urania's was anſwer'd with all that 
the moſt tender and delicate Friendſhip, accompany'd 
with fine Wit, could ſuggeſt. The Huſbands of theſe 
deſerving Ladies, coming to join them, took an ex- 
treme Satisfaction in hearing the juſt Praiſes they gave 
each other, with ſuch an Air of Sincerity, as eafily 
made known nothing was ſpoke that was not dictated 
by the Heart. 


OR O- 


( 75 ] 

OROPHANES was the firſt that interrupted this 
Converſation : One can never enough admire, ſaid he, 
what this Moment preſents us with : Five Women, 
young, beautiful, and endued with the 'moſt excellent 
Underſtanding, who truly love, are equally pleaſed, 
know how®to render each other Juſtice ; an ddo it 
without the leaſt Mixture of Jealouſy or Envy. This 
is, I ſay, continued he ſmiling, a Union too rare among 
your Sex not to deferve a particular Reflection. | 

Yours, reply'd Florinda, is too obliging to us, not 
to merit a proportionable Return: And, I think, we 
cannot make one more juſtly than to confeſs, that if 
we are what you deſcribe, tis becauſe we would wiſh 
to merit the Eſteem of five Men, who have all the fine 
Qualities, both of Mind and of Body, that can be 
wiſhed or hoped for in their Sex. In ſpeaking theſe 
Words, ſhe turn'd her Eyes on Eraſmus, who regarded 
her that Moment with ſo paſſionate an Air, as made 
her bluſh extremely. | 

You ought not to bluſh, charming Florinda, ſaid 
Urania, for having betray'd a Secret none of us will 
be aſham'd to own. For my part, I think it the 
greateſt Glory to us, that not a partial Fondneſs, but 
the Perfections of thoſe to whom we are united, gave 
us to them. | | 

I am perſuaded, interrupted Thelamont, that Oro- 
Danes believed not what he ſaid would have drawn 
on us a Compliment fo full of Charms for our Vanity. 
It has in it, I confeſs, the utmoſt Delicacy ; yet where 
there is ſo much Love, as, I dare anſwer, is in the 
Hearts of all here, that Fondneſs, if you call it fo, 
expects ſomething to be given to itſelf, and not all to 
Admiration. 

Tao? a little Share of Self-Love, added Felicia, 
ſmiling, hinders me from owning that Orophanes is 
abſolutely the Author of all the good Qualities I have, 
yet I do not oppoſe the Sentiment of Florinda and 
Urania, and am willing to allow, that 1 improve the 
Merit I have by imitating his. Orophanes was about 
to make ſome Reply to this Pleaſantry of his lovely 
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Wife, when Camilla prevented him, by ſaying, I have 
heard that Paſſion call'd Self-Love treated on in ſuch 
different Terms, that I never yet could be truly ſatiſ- 
fied if it were a Virtue or a Vice. 

Ir is, anſwer'd Thelamont, like all other Emotions 
of the Soul, good with the Good, and bad with the 
Bad. That kind of Self-Love, which inſpires us with a 
Deſire of excelling in commendable Qualifications, is a 
Virtue: And, on the contrary, that Self-Love, which 
renders us blind to our Defe&s, and clear-hghted to 
thoſe of others, is a Vice. 

To define this Paſſion, ſaid Eraſmus, in all its 
Branches, we muſt examine both the Perfections and 
Frailties of Human Nature ; but fince we are fallen on 
this Subject, I believe it will not be diſagreeable to the 
Company, if I make them Partakers of a Converſation 
I was Witneſs of, a few Days before I left Paris, with- 
out the Actreſſes in that Scene imagining they were 
overheard by any body: It ſeem'd of ſo ſingular a 
nature, that I took it down in Short-hand in my 
Pocket-Book, from the Mouths of thoſe who diſcourſ- 
ed, and wrote it over more legibly at my Return home. 

ALL the Company appearing deſirous to be enter- 
tain'd with it, he pull'd a Paper out of his Pocket, and 
preſented it to Urania, with theſe Words: As I was 
walking one Morning, ſaid he, in the Tuilleries, with 
no other Deſign than to indulge Thought in that agree- 
able Solitude, it not being the Hour in which the gay 
World frequent that Place; I ſaw two Ladies at a 
Diſtance, and perceiving them earneſt in Diſcourſe, 
placed myſelf behind a Bench, to which I found they 
directed their Steps, and heard diſtinctly the Contents 
of that Paper, which I beg may be favour'd with the 
Graces it will receive from the Voice of Urania. That 
Lady made no other Anſwer to this Compliment than 
a Bow, and began to do as he deſired. 


F- 


L 399-1 


A 


DIALOGUE between SILVIANA ond 
ARELISE, 


AREL1SE, 


OW happens it, my dear Silviana, that you 
14 chuſe to walk in the Tuilleries this Morning ? I 
never found you took any Pleaſure in coming here, but 
when it was full of the great World of both Sexes ; the 
one to admire, and the other to envy your Perfections. 

SILVIANA. 

TaxzRE is a Time for all Things, Areliſt; there 
is one in which we love Company, and another in 
which Solitude is moſt agreeable. It is in this laſt T 
find myfelf this Morning, and that made me deſire you 
to be a Partaker with me in it. 

| ARELI1SE. 

Tuis extraordinary Turn of Temper, beſpeaks 
ſome new Emotion. I imagine there is ſomething in 
your Heart, which you are not well able to comprehend 
the meaning of yourſelf, yet are afraid ſhould be diſco- 
vered by the World. 

SILVIANA. | 

I come not hither to diſguiſe any thing to you; I 
confeſs myſelf diſturbed with the moſt uneaſy of all 
Paſſions Would you believe it, beautiful Areliſe ? 


ARELI1s8E. 

Tuo' Jealouſy be never ſo much complained of, 
by thoſe who feel it, and condemn'd by thoſe who do 
not; I cannot avoid being pleas'd to hear you are 
under its Power, becauſe when you own Jealouſy, you 
cannot deny but you are ſenſible of Love; and I have 
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wiſhed for nothing more than to ſec you touch'd with 
it for a worthy Object. 5 
| SLLVIANA. 

Alas! my dear Areliſe, your Wiſhes are not yet 
ſatisfied. It is true that I am jealous, but I am perfe&- 
ly free from any Impreſſion of Love; nor do I believe 
I am of a Diſpoſition ever to feel it. 

ARELI1SE. 

How is it poſſible you can have Jealouſy without 
Love ? 

SILVIANA. 

NoTrinc, in my Opinion, more eaſy to be ac- 
counted for. I am jealous of thoſe extraordinary Aſſi - 
duities Lifemond pays to Melia; I cannot endure 
he ſhould quit my Converſation to follow her; yet 
ſpite of the Uneaſineſs his Behaviour cauſes in me, I 
neither love him, nor ever ſhall. 

J Ax BLIS E. 

I cannoT recover myſelf from the Aſtoniſhment 
you put me in. Till now I always thought, that to 
be diſquieted at a worthy Man's Attachment to another, 
was only the Conſequence of having too great a Ten- 
derneſs for him one's ſelf. 

SILVIANA. 

Tais is a common Error, but a groſs one; and I 
can eaſily make it appear ſo. Self. Love, my dear Friend, 
is ſufficient to excite Jealouſy, without the leaſt Regard 
for the Perſon whoſe Paſſion for another gives us Pain. 

| ARELISE. 

Bur, Silviana, if it were only Self-Love, you 
would be jealous of Meliſ/a, and not of Lifimond ; 
for the Actions of a Perſon we love not, are altogether 
indifferent to us. 

SILVIANA. 

Me jealous of Melia No! I am incapable of ſuch 
a Weakneſs. She is handſome, ſhe has Wit, I know, 
and I am ready to do her Juſtice ; but this Self-Love, 
which forces me to be uneaſy, that Lifmond prefers 
her to me, makes me alſo believe that I am not leſs 
handſome, nor leſs witty than ſhe, I do not, gs" 
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look on her as a Rival in Lowe, but in Merit ; and I 

am only provoked at the Partiality of Lifmond, in 

teſtifying Admiration for her, and but Reſpect for me; 

when I am very much deceived indeed, if I do not 

deſerve at leaſt to be put on an Equality with her. 
ARELISE. 

Ver, dear Silviana, this is nothing but prizing 
ourſelves too much, and others too little. An Emo- 
tion which I have always conſidered as a Vice, and 
ſtrove to correct even in its moſt diſtant Approaches; 
but I never could have thought it would have gained 
a Place among the Paſſions, and been capable of giving 
us Jealouſy and Inquietude for Objects indifferent 
to us. a 

SILVIANA. 
An charming Are/i/e ! how little room do you al- 


low for a Sentiment, which I conceive is without 


Bounds, I confeſs that Self-love is a Tenaciouſneſs of 
our own Merits, and that it makes us deſire to be be- 
loved above all others ; yet, were we wholly without 
it, we ſhould be languid, ſtupid Creatures. Tis that 
which regulates all our Actions; by that we love, we 
hate, we give, we refuſe, we take revenge, or pardon, 
according to the Dictates of that ſupreme Ruler of the 
Mind; for be aſſured, that whatever we think, or ſay, 
or do, Selt-love is the directing Motive. 
ARELISE. 

WuarT, becauſe I am attached to you by the moſt 
tender Ties of Friendſhip, is it only becauſe I love 
myſelf ? 

S1LVIANA, 

Mos certainly; for if you found not { i 
agreeable to yourſelf, in my Converſation, you woul 
hun it. *Tis the ſame thing with me in regard to 
you; was your Behaviour rude, unpolite, or your Hu- 
mour infincere, I could not be your Friend: No, no, 
in all Purſuits we aim only to gratify Self. love Men 
have even a greater Share of it than Women; for when 
they pretend the moſt diſintereſted Paſſion, can they 


Prove, that it is for an Object that is not pleaſing 
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to themſelves ; nay, ſo far are they ſometimes tranf- 
ported by Self-love, that they fly from one Beauty to 
another, endeavouring to be approved by all the Sex in 
general, and to appear amiable at all Times, in all 
Places, and in all Companies. 

ARELISE.” 

But, by this Doctrine, you deſtroy every noble 
Paſſion of the Soul; Sympathy, and that ſecret Impulſe 
by which we ſee two Hearts united, is no more than a 
Chimera, Gratitude is entirely uſeleſs, Obligations but 
imaginary, and all that we call Virtue only a Principle 
of Intereſt, which merits not that Name. 

| SILVIANA. | 
No, Areliſe, I do nothing of this you accuſe me 
of; on the contrary, I maintain that Self. love gives 
Birth to the moſt glorious Paſſions, cements Friendſhip, 
and makes us do the greateſt Actions. Two Perſons, 
who'by a Conformity of Sentiment and Manners, find 
an Inclination for each other, animated by Self. love, 
mutually endeavour to render themſelves more amiable : 
This it is that brightens all the good Qualities we have 
received from Nature, or from Art; this makes us 
burn with a Deſire of excelling : To this all the great 
Captains owed their Conqueſts, and the Orators and 
Poets their Fame : Is it not Self-love which gives us 
a Defire of emulating and ſurpaſſing ? And can it be 
tied but by worthy Means, by the Attainment of 
lory, in Wiſdom, Courage, Conſtancy, Fortitude, 
Gratitude, Probity, in rendering every one what be- 
longs to him, and to the divine Source of all Virtues, 
humble Thanks for his Mercy in inſtructing us how to 
love ourſelves rightly ? | 
e manner. 

I How very well, that in ſuch Actions as re our 
Fame, or Religion, Self. love muſt be allow'd a Part. 
But ſuppoſe I could do my Friend a ſignal Service, 
and that none but ourſelves were to be made ac- 
quainted with it; do I act in this Manner merely 
through Self · love? 


SILVIANA. 
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SILVIANA. | 

DovsTLzss, For tho' it be a Secret to the whole 
World, it is not ſo to yourſelf; and you feel an inward 
Pleaſute, mixed with a Pride, for having had it in your 
Power to do ſo good an Action. And what elſe can 
you term theſe Emotions but Self-love? 

AREL1SE, 

Accorpinc to you then, the Perſon whom I ſerve 
owes me no Obligation, fince what I did was an Obli- 
gation to myſelf. | 


* 


F SLLVIANA. |, 

Tus Pleaſure we have in beſtowing, hinders not 
that of the Receiver: Has not this Friend the ſame 
Self. love as we have? And ought he not to be grateful 
for the Satisfaction that Paſſion feels, through our 
Means ? Self love is the very Oppoſite of Ingratitude, 
and compels us to acknowledge every thing that gives 
us Pleaſure. | 

ARELI1SB, . 


Sincs you are reſolved to take the Part of Self- 
love, and maintain your Argument with ſuch an Infi- 
nity of Wit; permit me to aſk you a few more Que- 
ſtions, and vouchſaſe to anſwer them with your former 
Complaiſance. I can pardon you, young, beautiful, 
and full of Vivacity as you are, to have a little Self- 
love ; but how will it agree with a Perſon who is de- 
form'd and old ? | 

S1LVIANA. 


Tuost have the moſt Occaſion for it. Self-love 
repairs the Wrongs we ſuſtain from Time or Nature, 
by making us doubly aſſiduous in attaining thoſe Qua- 
lities which we cannot be deprived of but by Death: 
Without the Aids of Youth and Beauty, we can be 
wiſe, knowing, generous, liberal, and affable, and feed 


this Paſſion in us, by attracting the Eſteem of the whole 
World. 
AzzL1s8s. 


Bur yet we ſee Numbers of People who do nothi 
2 yet I do not ſuppoſe they are exempt 
delk- love. | ; | 
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SILVIANA-. 
I Ir muſt be confe(s'd there are ſome Perſons who wear 
no more than the Form of Humanity; and ſuch you 
mean. Reaſon is the Parent of Self-love, and where 
you find not the one, you vainly ſearch for the other. 
| ARELISE. 

uus believe then, that Self-love is the Source of 
all Virtue. 

SILVIANA. 

You ought to do ſo, my dear Areliſe; for J am cer- 
tain you can find no one Argument againſt it. 
| ARELISE. 

Yes, I have heard that Reaſon is entirely blinded by 
this Paſſion, and by that alone we are kept from the 
true Knowledge of. ourfelves and Frailties. 

SILVIANA, 
_ Tross Deſects which ſpring merely from the Weak- 
neſsof Human Nature, Self-love forgives, becauſe they 
are unavoidable ; but is never blind to Propenſities 
which may in Time become Vices. 
| . ARELISE. 

BuT how will this Self-love ſubmit to the Reproofs 
a Perſon of the beſt Conduct may at ſome times deſerve ? 
There are none who paſs their whole Lives without 
ſome unguarded Moments ; and I have obſerved that 
Perſons too fond of themſelves, can ill endure that what 
they know is a Fault, ſhould be taken notice. of by 
another. 2 

6 SILVIANA. 

Tnar Diſpoſition which is not ready to ſtand cor- 
refted for a real Error, is rather Pride than Self- love. 
I confeſs, however, that there is ſomething difficult in 
this Diſtinction ; but it is according to the Character 
of the Perſon who reproves us, and the Time, and Place 
when it is given, that Self-love yields, or rebels. If 
a Perſon in whom I put no Confidence, nor has the 
leaſt Authority over my Actions, pretends to reprehend 
me, it ſhocks my Principle of Self- love; or if it be 
done before Company, or at a time when the Warmth 
of any Deſire or Expectation hurries my TOR 
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have the ſame. But if the Correction is given by a 
Friend, and I know proceeds from a Delire of perfect- 
ing me ; Self-love obliges me to own it an Obligation, 
and only fills me with Shame, that I was not the firſt 
that perceiv'd my own Deſect. But I will give you an 
Example which happen'd very lately to me. You know 
Climene ; ſhe has Wit, Beauty, and Good-Nature, but 
is very often too eaſily provoked to Anger ; the leaſt 
Trifle is ſufficient to put her into a Fury, which ſhe was 
accuſtom'd not to put a Stop to, whatever Company 
ſhe was in: And ſo vehement was ſhe in this Paſhon, 
that all her Features were diſtorted,. and ſhe ſcarce ta 
be known for the (ame Woman. | | 
As I was pleaſed with her Converſation, I was ex- 
tremely troubled at her giving Way to Emotions ſo per- 
nicious; but as I was not free enough with her to re- 
mind her of this Error, I choſe rather to ſuffer her to 
continue in it, than by improving run the Hazard of 
loſing her Eſteem. But our Acquaintance growing more 
intimate, it happen'd one Day when we were alone to- 
ether, the Diſcourſe turned on a Matter which might 
r Diſpute, and my Opinion of it being entirely op-- 
polite to her's, and. all. her Reaſonsi neffectual to change 
it, ſhe fell into ſo violent a Rage, that I think I never 
beheld any thing beyond it. L preſently. bethought me 
of a Stratagem to awake Self-love in her z and while 
ſhe was all in a Flame, fetch'd a Looking-Glaſs, and 
held it before her, without ſpeaking a Word. She pre- 
ſently. caſt her Eyes on it, and with an extreme Sur-- 
prize, beheld the Condition ſhe had put herſelf into. 
To ſee that delicate Complexion enflamed, full of 
red Spots, and {well'd Veins ; thoſe fine Eyes deprived: © 
of all their Sweetneſs, and the whole Turn of her Face 
the very Reverſe of what ſhe had ever before beheld it, 
render'd her calm in a Moment ;. and perceiving thar- 
Her Beauty return'd as ſhe grew-tranquil, ſke was ſenſible 
of what had caus'd the Alteration ; and taking the. 
Looking-Glaſs out of my Hand, ſhe ſet it down, and” 
d me with a Smile, ſaying to me at the ſame- 
14 R 6, * time, 
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time, I have reaped the Benefit of your Leſſon ; forgive, 
and I beg you 3 to me oo Friendſhip. T 

SINCE that Day ſhe has ſo well corrected her Paſſions, 
that I believe there cannot be a more mild and reaſon- 
able Woman found. 

You: ſee, therefore, my dear Areliſe, how n 
that Defire of pleaſing, which is called Self-love, is, 
not only- to make us know our Faults, but alſo to en- 
deavour at amendment of them. 

ArEL15SE. 

You have ſeduced me by the Fineneſs of your 
Wit ; and I confeſs myſelf half perſuaded in favour of 
this Self- love: But what muſt be the Conſequence of 
yours, if Lifimend ſhould always prefer Mzliſa to 
you ? | 

| SILVIANA, . | 
Tux ſame Self-love, or Self-juſtice, which has ren- 
der'd me ſenſible of this Preference, will ſerve to conſole 
me, and I ſhall bring myſelf co think him unworthy the 
Pains I have been at to work a change in him. | 


URANIA ering given over reading, every one ad- 
mired the little Work, and thank'd Era/mzs for having 
rocur'd them this Pleafure. I aſſure you, ſaid Urania, 
find a great deal of Wit and Delicacy in the Senti- 
ments of Silviana; and tho” I think ſhe has carry'd the 
Merits of Self love a little too far, yet ſhe has done it 
with ſo much Art, that I cannot help forgiving it fob 
the Sake of the Novelty I know not, anſwer d Fls- 
rinda, if it be thro” Self-love, or any other Motive, 
that I find myſelf a little piqued at the Myſtery of this 
Encounter of Era/mus with theſe Ladies 3 but I con- 
feſs I am ſenſible of it more, than perhaps is Prudence 
40 indulge. | 'g ; 5 
ISAR, reply'd Fraſnus, in the moſt tender Accent, 
more than in Juſtice to yourſelf you ought to indulge ; 
but be aſſur d, continu'd he, my ever dear Florinda, 
that I had not the leaſt Intereſt in the Perſons that 
ſpoke ; nor when I perceiy'd them riſing, had Gallan- 
try enough to appear, and entertain them on the "I 
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they had been debating, nor Curioſity enough to fol- 

| | low them. | | 

5, ER ASMUS, added Alphonſo, is an Example of the 

n- moſt perfect Fidelity; and you would be entirely caſed 
of theſe Apprehenſions, beautiful Florinda, if you had 


ry ſeen him, as I have done, in the many Journies we have 
5, made together; he is not only inſenſible of all Charms 
a but yours, but takes a kind of Pride in ſhewing that 


he will not give any of your Sex leave to imagine they 
take Place of you even in Thought. 
r Own then, ſaid Felicia, my dear Florinda, that 


F _ your Self- love is agreeably flattered by this Teſtimony. 
F Na „I will own more, anſwer' d ſhe, that I begin to 
> feel the Force of Si/viara's Reaſons ; ſince Self-love has 


in a Moment driven from my Breaſt all thoſe little 
Storms Jealouſy was beginning to raiſe in it : Bat in 
Spite of this Weakneſs, continued ſhe, which I am not 
ways Miſtreſs of, I ſhould be glad to know a Perſon 
of ſuch delicate Sentiments as Sikviana, It will not 
be difficult to ſatisfy you, replied Hortex/ia ; ſhe is an 
intimate Friend of Celimena's, and I am perſuaded 
would think herſelf happy in the Title of yours. You 
ſay nothing of Are/iſe, interrupted Camilla ; and I 
imagine, by her Diſcourſe, ſhe is not altogether unwor- 
thy of being thought on. | 
"Ts a Proof of your Diſcernment, lovely Cami 
faid Melintas ; Areliſe has a great Share of Wit, 
is alſo very ſolid; Siluiana and ſhe having been Friends 
from their Infancy ; and tho' they ſometimes think dif. 
ſerently, they maintain their Arguments with ſo m 
Gentleneſs, that the one has never any Reaſon to be 
diſpleaſed with the other. I am charmed, interrupted 
Urania, with the Ideas I have of them, and will not 
ſuffer Ce/imena to deny me the Pleaſure I propoſe in 
adding two ſuch le Perſons to our Society. 
UR ANITA ſcarce ſpoke, when a Servant told 
them Dinner waited z on which they went to Table; 
and that little Jealouſy Florinda had expreſſed, gave 
occaſion to that agreeable Raillery on that Subject ; 
which that Lady anſwer'd with fo 3 
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and Good · humour, that it furniſh'd every body with 
new Matter to praiſe her, and the faithful and tender 
Eraſmus to admire the Wit and Vivacity of his lovely 
Wite, as alſo to rejoice in ſecret for this freſh Proof of 
her Affection. | 

Tuts Converſation ended with the Dinner; after 
which, they adjourned to- the Cabinet of Books, where, 
following the Law chey had impoſed, as well for their 
mutual Inſtruftion, as Amuſement, every one took up 
a Book; and after a ſtrict Silence for ſome Time, I can- 
not forbear, ſaid Flarinda, interrupting your Enter- 
tainments, to- make you partake of mine : 1 am fallen 
on an Abridgment of the Life of the Emperor Adrien, 
and I cannot defend my Heart from feeling the higheſt 
Admiration of this great Prince. 
Ir is true, replied Thelamont, and it is much to be 
wiſh'd, tho* not hoped for, that all Men, eſpecially 
Monarchs, were like him; but you have there no more 
than an imperſect Picture of him. Ælius Adrianus, 
continued he, perceiving the whole Company had quit- 
ted their other Amuſements to liſten to him, was in- 
deed the moſt perfect Prince Hiſtory gives us any Ex- 
ample of. He was no leſs conſpicuous for his Juſtice, 
Liberality, Temperance, Affability, and the Encourage- 
ment he gave to all Arts and Sciences at home, than 
for his great Victories under the Emperor Trajan, whole 
tendereſt Affections he acquired, as well as the Love 
and Admiration of the whole Empire. | 

Bur there were none, on whom. theſe noble and 
beautiful Qualities made more Impreſſion, than on the 
Empreſs Patina, the Wife of Trajan. This Princeſs, 
who was Miſtreſs of a ſuperior and profound Genius, 
knew very well the Value of ſuch a Man as Adrian, 
and as the Emperor was without Children, thought ſhe 
could not make his Subjects a more agreeable Preſent, 
than ſuch a one to gavern them after the Death of 
Trajan. Purſuant to this Deſign, ſhe cultivated the 
Eſteem her Huſband had for him in ſuch a Manner, that 
he adopted him; and fo greatly had the good Qualities, 
of Adrien endeared him to the People of all "TIN 
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that the Decree of the Emperor was attended with uni- 


he accounted himſelf infinitely more rich in having wiſe 
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verſal Rejoicings : Nor was the Acceſſion of any Mo- 
narch to the Crown ever attended with more ſincere 
Bleſſings of his Subjects, than was that of Adrian, when, 
on the Deceaſe of Trajan, he took on. him the Impe- 
rial Sway. 

Bur among all his great Qualities, none were more 
deſervedly applauded than his Gratitude to P/oting. 
This illuſtrious Empreſs had nothing left to wiſh, much 
more than ſhe could have demanded being granted be- 
fore ſhe had Time to aſk ic. So great was his Encou- 
ragement of Learning, that he ſet a- part two Hours 
every Day for the diſcourſing with Men of Letters; 
who not only obtain'd from him every thing they could 
reaſonably. defire for themſelves, but had the Liberty al- 
ſo of introducing Perſons of Wit, who could not other- 
wiſe have been known to him, but were certain then 
of being made Partakers of his Bounty; and tho” he 
was Charitable to all who ſtood in Need of his Aſſiſtance, 
yet his Liberality was much more extended to Men of 
a fine Genius; and in his Reign Poverty was incompa- 
tible with Merit, eſpecially thoſe who poſſeſs d it in a 
poetical Senſe. He was frequently heard to. ſay, That 


Subjects, than in all the Treaſures of his Empire; and 
as the Example of the Prince is the Guide of the Peo- 
ple, there were never greater Hiſtorians in any Age than 
that in which he lived, of which the Writings of Sze- 
tonius, who was his Secretary, Plutarch, who was one 
of thoſe he called his Intimates, Pagſanias, and Tro- 
gus Pompeius, are ſufticient Teſtimonies. | 
__ WurnzvaR he went to War, he always marched on 
Foot at the Head of his Troops, thereby to encourage 
the Infantry, and to enable them by his Example to 
ſuſtain their. Fatigue without repining. But what ren- 
der'd him worthy the Name of the Common Father. of 
of his People, was, his Eaſineſs of Acceſs, and Affability: 
the pooreſt of his Subjects, if injured, had Liberty to 
make their Complaint to him, nor did he ever forget 
a Ude todo them Right,” As be yas paſſing to- 
war 
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wards Ni/imes, a Countrywoman, who had been abu 
ſed by one of the Soldiers in the Reman Army, threw 
herſelf on her Knees before him, and demanded Juſtice; 
but being then on a haſty March, he told her, That he 
had not at that Time Leiſure: Be then no more an Em- 
peror, ſaid ſhe. On which, Adrian, inſtead of being 
angry at her Boldneſs, replied, She did well to remind 
him of the Duties of his Place, and commanded her to 
relate her Grievance; which when ſhe had, and he found 
the Equity of her Cauſe, he failed not to accord to what 
ſhe demanded. 

Tavs Great, thus Good, thus belov'd did he live; 
but as no human Happineſs is without Allay, he found 
a very bitter one in the Loſs of the Empreſs, who fol- 
lowing him in all his Wars, was taken fick, and died 
at the City of Ni/zzes, which was then called the S- 
cond Rome, being the largeſt, the moſt beautiful, and 
moſt magnificent of the whole * ſeveral Em- 

erors having embelliſh'd it with lofty Temples, a fine 


mpitheatre, Triumphal Arches, and an Aquæduct, 
which carried the ſacred Water from Uzes to N;/mes, in 
ſpite of the Obſtacle which Nature had put by the Ri- 


ver Garden, which is a rapid Torrent paſſing between 
two high Mountains. Over this River the Romans erect- 
ed that famous Bridge called Gard, which, by three 

idges built one over the other, came even with the 

ops of the Mountains, over which paſs'd the ſacred 
Waters ; till in the Decay of the Roman Empire, the 
Goths, thoſe mortal Enemies of their Grandeur, with 
a malicious Pride, deſtroyed this Maſter-piece of Art. 
I x this fine City it was, that Death depriv'd Adrian 

of the Empreſs Plotina; and the Grief he conceiv'd 
for her was fo violent, that it made thoſe about him 
tremble for his Life. 

Hz funeral Obſequies were accompanied with the 
utmoſt Pomp of Woe ; and according to the Cuſtom 
of thoſe Times, her Body was burnt: From the Mouth 
of the Pile, in the Midſt of the aſcending Flames, ſprang 
forth a Peacock, who, towering for a Moment, was loſt 
in Clouds of Smoke. This Bird, which is conſetrated 
| to 
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to Juno, being the E of the Empreſſes, as the Eagle, 
— Bird of Fove, +] the Emperors ; the Aſhes of 
this Princeſs were then inſhrin'd in a magnificent Tem- 

„which AdFian cauſed to be erefted, and where 
the People paid divine Honours to her. | 

Tuis Temple is till admir'd by all the World; it 
is ſupported by fix-and-thirty Marble Columns of the 
Corinthian Order ; the Baſes of which, the Chapitres, 
and Corniſhes, are moſt excellent Workmanſhip, as is 
the whole Carving of the Roof. The Frontiſpiece of 
this fine Building has ſome Reſemblance of the Lowvye, 
which the greateſt Maſters eſteem admirably well mo- 
dell'd. The Monument of Plotina has been repaired 
in our Time, by the Care of Monſ. de Lamoignan de 
Baville, Intendant of Languedoc, as has alſo been the 
Bridge du Gard; and Lewis XIV. gave the Temple to 
the Reverend Fathers Minimet, who have made it their 
Church. | 

In fine, this t Prince, having reigned the Space 
of twenty Years, fell into a long an heb Diſeaſe, 
the Pains of which made him often wiſh for Death; 
but he found by Experience, that it is not always in 
our Power to die. As he nearer it, and in his 
laſt Moments, he had often in his Mouth this Proverb, . 
which is common among the Greeks, The Number of . 
Phyficians have kilPd the King. ” 

Hz had adopted Marcus Antoninus, ſurnamed the 
Pious, born at Ni/mes, and was eſteem'd a ſecond Numa: 
He made a ſumptuous Funeral for Adrian, after which 
his Aſhes were convey'd to a Tomb near the Tiber, 
built all of thick Marble, and is call'd to this Day the 
Mole of Adrian. It is very remarkable, that none of 
thoſe Monuments which the Romans conſecrated to 
their Glory, remain ſo perfect as thoſe which bear the 
Name of Adrian; they ſeem to be under an inviſible 
Protection, and are preſerv'd in Spite of Time, and 
the Fury of the Barbarians. 

Tuis is moſt certain, ſaid Eraſmus, perceiving 
Thelamant had given over ſpeaking, and is a Reflec+ 
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tion which Alpbonſo and myſelf have often made in 
the Courſe of our Travels. 1 +5 

InpteD, reply'd. Camilla, I am not ſurprized at 
the Admiration with which Adrian inſpir'd Florinda; 
what Thelamont has juſt now recounted, makes me 
look on him as the moſt perfect Prince in the World, 
The Empreſs Plotina allo, added Felicia, methinks 
merits ſome. Eſteem from Poſterity ; a Friendſhip 6 
noble as her's for the Emperor, is worthy of the ut- 
moſt Encomiums. Suetonius, anſwer'd Urania, has 
done her Juſtice, as well as to Adrian; and I believe 
as long as Books exiſt, their Names will be eternized 
in Hiſtory. 

I PERCEIVE,” ſaid Hortenſia, that the Surname of 
Pious, which was given to Antoninus, was not im- 
properly apply'd; nothing, in my Opinion, being a 
greater Mark of Piety than thoſe Duties we pay. the 

d. Methinks we can never do too much Honour to 
the Aſhes of thoſe who, living, merited our Love; and 
of what Religion ſoever they were, one cannot but | 
have an extreme Veneration for the Places in which | 
they are. depoſited. | | | 
_ | MonumenTaL Edifices, added Orophanes, have 
been reſpected in all Ages, and even among the moſt 
barbarous Nations. Arrianus writes in his ſecond 
Book, that Alexander the Great having found the 
Tomb of Cyrus open, and Dirt thrown into it, was ſo 
enrag' d, that he ſwore he wou'd make a terrible Ex- 
ample of the Offender, if by any Means he. could 
I; diſcover him. And Diodorus aſſures us, that Polyma- 

5 | bus being found- culpable, this Monarch puniſh'd him 
MM! by a moſt ignominious and painful Death; and after 
many Sacrifices,, to. appeaſe the Manes. of Cyrus, be 
| built him a new Tomb, employing in that Work the 
3! . moſt able Artificers of that Time, and adorning it in a 

1 very ſumptuous Manner : He caus'd alſo his Epitaph, 
written in the Perſian Language, to be tranſlated into 
Greek, and engrav'd on the Marble. 

Ir is ſurprizing, reply'd Melintas, that ſo great 
a Conqueror as Cjrus ſhould have ſo ſimple, tho? true, 
al 
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an Epitaph: But the Modeſty which appears in it, 
makes me imagine it wrote by himſelf, and is an excel- 
lent Leſſon for all Men. Moſt Authors render it in 
theſe Terms : 

«© Wroso0Ever thou art, O Man! or whence ſo- 
*« ever thou comeſt, to this thou muſt at laſt arrive: 
« I am he that conquer'd the Perfian Empire; and 
«« pray thee not to envy me this little Portion of 
« Earth, which covers my poor Body.“ 

Ons cannot indeed, ſays Alphonſo, find an Epitaph 
more ſuccinct, nor at the ſame time more uſeful], to 
debaſe the Pride of Mortals: And I think Alexander 
was greatly to he praiſed in the Revival of it, as well 
as the great Care he always took concerning the Fune- 
rals of his meaneſt Soldiers, which he commanded 
ſhould be perform'd with the ſame Exactneſs as thoſe of 
their Superiors, and never pardoned any Neglect on 
that ſcore. 

Arrzx Clovis, the firſt king of France, reply'd 
Urania, had been victorious, in that famous Battle 
fought near Poi&iers, over Alaric King of the Fif- 
goths, he order'd all the Dead ſhould be interr'd in one 
Church-yard ; which is to be ſeen to this Day, and is 
call'd the Church-yard of Cynant, on the River Vienne, 
five Leagues from Poitiers ; and that a due Veneration 
ſhould be always obſerved to it, had it encompaſs d 
with a high Wall. But, continued ſhe, if we have fourfd 
the Emperor Adrian worthy of a glorious Memory, 
and if Marcus Antoninus paſs'd for another Nama, may 


we not put the Emperor Tiberius in the Rank of the 


moſt wicked Princes, and ought we not to confeſs, that 
if he had died in the Beginning of his Reign, he had 
deceived the World with a falſe Belief of his Virtaes ? 
There is no doubt of what you ſay, beautiful Urania, 
reply'd Florinda, There was never a greater Diſſem- 
bler than this Emperor ; if he ever made uſe of Virtue, 
It was to maſk his Vices ; and by that he deceived the 
Senate, the People, and even the Empreſs Livia, his 
Mother. During the Life of the valiant Germanicus, 
Fear made him appear afable and. modeſt ; if he met 

a Senator 
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a Senator in the Street, he would go on one fide, to 
leave him the way free: In all public Aſſemblies he 
was tractable and complying ; and among the Poor ſo 
charitable, that he never went out of Doors without 
a great Number after him, invoking the Bleſſings of 
the Gods on their Benefactor. ; 

Waen any Perſon of Conſideration died, this Prince 
diſdain'd not to affiſt at the Funeral Ceremonies, and 
accompanied the Proceſſion to the Grave, weeping like 

- a Perſon the moſt near of Kin. 

Wuzn his Courtiers, and the Governors of Pro- 
vinces, perſuaded him to increaſe the Taxes, he made 
'em this wiſe Anſwer : ©* That a good Shepherd ought 
„ to be tender of the Wool of his Flock, and not to 
« tear it off,” The Senate were ſo much charm'd 
with theſe pretended Virtues, that they offer'd to give 
him the 'Title of a God, to build Temples to him, and 
pay him divine Honours; but he would not ſuffer it, 
nor even that they ſhould erect any Statues of him ei- 
ther in Rome, or any of the Provinces of the Empire, 
ſaying modeſtly, ** That great Honours made Men too 
«© often forget themſelves.” 

A Fx1GaTFUL Trembling of the Earth having ruin'd 
twelve Cities in Aa, he ſent Commiſſioners to examine 
their Loſſes, and to diſtribute out of his Treaſury as 
much Silver to the Poor, as would rebuild their Houſes. 
The City of Epheſus having ſuffer'd the moſt, he rebuilt 
it all at his own Expence, and releaſed the Inhabitants 
from paying the greateſt Part of their Tribute for the 
Space of five Years. 

Tun Fire of Heaven having alſo conſumed many 
Houſes on the Mounts Aventine and Cælian, he dil- 
burſed Money for the re-edifying them ; and in this 
manner made all Calamities turn to his Glory. He ap- 
peaſed the Troubles in Germany, and reveng'd the Death 
of Quintilius Yarrus, and the Loſs of 2 Army, by 
the Valour of Germanicus, Having underſtood that 
the King of Cappadocia had enter'd into ſecret Mea- 
ſures to trouble the Repoſe of the Empire, he had the 
Artifice to draw him into Rome, promiſing to "_ 
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ſome Grievance he had to complain of; but as ſoon as 
he had him in his Power, committed him to cloſe Pri- 
ſon, reduced his Kingdom to a Province, and ſent a 
Prætor to govern it. ; | 

HERO D, ſurnamed Agrippa, Grandſon of Herod 
of Aſcalon, being come to Rame to accuſe Herod An- 
tipas, was arreſted, and put in Priſon, becauſe he had 
made public Prayers that he might one Day ſee Caius, 
Son of Germanicus, on the Imperial Throne, who, 
by his Vices, was become odious to the Roman People. 
In fine, it is impoſſible to carry the Diſſimulation of 
Piety, Virtue, and Hamility to a greater Height ; 
and, as Urania has remark d, if he had died in that 
time, the whole World had paid immortal Honours to 
his Name. 

Bur, fatigued with the long Conſtraint he had put 
on himſelf, and Death, not according to his Wiſh, rid- 
ding him of the much-feared Germanicus, he at laſt re- 
ſolved to drive him from the World ; which he at length 
accompliſh'd by Poiſon. The Empreſs Livia alſo, who 
was a Curb to his Temper, having paid the Debt of 
Nature, he began to diſcover himſelf apace, all ſhew'd 
his good Qualities diſappeared, and Vice unveil'd itſelf 
in its blackeſt Colours: His lbng-ſtarv'd Cruelty now 
glutted its 6 0 Appetite, and not a Day paſs'd 
without ſome bloody Sacrifice. Draſus, his own Son, 
and the Delight and Hope of the Romans, was poiſon'd 
by him, on a bare Suſpicion that he wiſh'd to be Em- 
peror. Another Drufus too, and Nero, Sons of Ger- 
manicus, were the Victims of his jealous Doubts and 
Rage. The Patrician Families, and all the Principal of 
the Plabeiant, trembled at the Name of Tiberizs ; and 
he, who lately they would have adored as a God, they 
now fear'd as a Devil. The moſt diſtant Provinces were 
not exempt from his Tyranny, he cauſed Terror every 
where, and at laſt became a Terror to himſelf, which 
obliged him to retire into the Iſland of Caprea. 

Tus exceſſive Looſe he gave to his Paſſions, and 
the continual Apprehenſions he was in, from the Cru- 
elties he had been guilty of, made him commit ſtill 


more; 
CY 
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more: The leaſt Suſpicion, or almoſt Dream, was ſuf. 
ficient to makg him doom whole Families to Death, 
without Diſtin&ion of Age, Sex, or Services. Sean, 
Chief of the Prætorian Guard, and the Creature of his 
Pleaſure, having been raiſed by him from the Jowelt 
Obſcurity to the higheſt Offices of Power and Truſt, 
was all on a ſudden ſeized, condemn'd, and executed, 
and all his Race exterminated. 

Tus Debauches he fell into at Caprea, rendered 
him wholly negle&ful of his Aﬀairs : Which his Neigh- 
bours taking their Advantage of, the Parthians fell on 
Armenia, the Dacians on Mifia, the Samnites on Pan- 
nonia, and the Germans on Gaul. "Theſe People ſpread 
Deſolation through the ſeveral Quarters, pillaging, ra- 
vaging, and burning all the Frontiers of the Empire. 

AT this Tiberius, rouz'd from his Lethargy, and 
aſſembling his Troops on all fides, reſolved to ſhew 
he was not become a Coward as well as a Tyrant; but 
Death took him from the Proof, and he died in the 
or of Mſeue, in the three-and-twentieth Year of his 

gn. 

I REjo1ct to hear it, ſaid Camilla, for I was afraid 
Flarinda' would never have kill'd that terrible Prince. 
Is it poſſible, continued ſhe, that after having practiſed 
ſo many Virtues, - he ſhould not become charm'd with 
them ? Or ſhould not conceive a Horror at himſelf in 
changing from them ? 
As they were only worn as a Diſguiſe, reply'd Oro- 
phanrs, and the Love of Vice the premier Paſſion in 
his Soul, it is no wonder he ſhould continue true to it. 
But let us quit Tiberius, interrupted Florinda ; theſe 
wicked Qualities leave only unpleaſing Ideas on the 
Mind; and for the diſſipating them, my Counſel is to 
take a Walk in the- Garden, where the Coolneſs of the 
Afternoon tempts us to partake the Pleaſures it affords : 
And we may there perhaps recall to Memory ſome 
Princes, whoſe Virtues may eraſe the Thoughts of him 
I have been ſpeaking of. 

Tnar will not be very difficult, ſaid Thelamont7; J 
can quote you innumerable Examples : You have no 


more 


meeting were paid, 


| ter a thouſand great Actions compelled it to ſurrender z 
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more to do than to chuſe which I ſhall relate. We 
ſhall certainly accept of all, reply'd Hortęnſia, that we 
may have the Pleature of hearing you the longer. This 
Gallantry was not without a ſuitable Anſwer ; but Ura- 
na riſing, this illuſtrious Company followed her into 
the Garden, where they had not continued long, before 
they were ſaluted with the welcome Prefence of Julia 
and Orſames. When the ordinary Civilities of the firſt 
You ſee, my dear Urania, ſaid 
that amiable Lady, how impoſlible it is to live without 
you: Had you ſeen what melancholy Hours we paſt 
Yeſterday, in the Midit of the great World, you would 
confeſs, in ſpite of your natural Modeſty, that there 
is no Happineſs for us but where you are. * 

Tais obliging Compliment, reply'd Urania, makes 
me only wiſh 1 had thoſe Pleaſures to entertain you 
with, which might be worthy of it. The moſt deli- 
cate one, added Or/ames, and which alone our Souls 
can be truly ſenſible of, is to be admitted Members of 
this agreeable Society, as we have already been. After 
ſome Diſcourſe of this Nature, they all went up to 
the Terraſs, where having ſeated themſelves, the Con - 
verſation renewed on the ſame Subject they had been 
ſpeaking on in the Study; in which we cannot, ſaid 
Or/ſames, altogether blame Tiberius for the Death of 
Sejanus 3 it was rather an Act of Juſtice than Cruelty, 
fince it is certain he had conſpired, and that the Se- 
nate found him worthy of Death before they con- 
demn'd him. | 

Bur, reply'd Camilla, what appears blameable to 


us in this Severity of Tiberius is, that it was inflicted 


on a Man he had once loved with ſo much Affection. 

We have many Inſtances in Hiſtory, ſaid Julia, of 
the beſt Princes who treated with the utmoſt Rigour 
an offending Favourite. Totila, King of the Goths, 
had all the Qualities neceſſary to complete a great Mo- 
narch ; he was wiſe, valiant, humane, and generous. 
This Prince having beſieged the City of Naples, and af- 
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in the mean time, he ſent a conſiderable Body of his 
Troops to attack a Fortreſs call'd Stella, belonging to 
a Calabrian Lord of that Name. He gave the Com- 
mand of this Detachment to Ranxce his Favourite, 
being willing he ſhould have the Glory of this Expedi- 
tion. Rannuce was brave, faithful, full of Vivacity, 
and one of the beſt made Men of his time. Totila, 
who knew his Worth, placed the utmoſt Confidence in 
him, and honoured him with the higheſt Marks of his 
Friendſhip, both in public and private; nor did theſe 
Favours draw on him that Euvy which Favourites or- 
dinarily incur: Rannuce had the Art to make himſelf 
beloved by the Court, the Army, and the People, and 
every one rather ſought to increaſe the Merit c{ his Ser- 
vices, than detract from them, Nor did he diſappoint 
the Expectations of the King his Maſter, in whatever 
he employed him in: He had gained many Victories, 
and this of Stella but confirmed the good Opinion the 
whole World before had of his Courage and Con- 
duct. In a Word, he preſs'd this Fortreſs with ſo 

much Vigour, that Stella was obliged to open the 
Gates to him, and agree to pay a large Tribute to the 
King of the Gothe. This News being brought to e- 
tila, he felt leſs Pleaſure for his own Glory, than that 
his much-lov'd Raunuce had acquired: But while the 
whole Camp was full of Rejoicings for this Succeſs, 
the Conqueror, who was yet at Stella, receiv'd a Check 
to his Triumph: In the Daughter of the Calabrian 
Lord, he found a Victor greater than himſelf, and 
became more enſlaved by her Charms, than her Father 
was by his Power. , At firſt, however, he felt not the 
Weight of his Chains; being of eminent Birth, more 
ennobled by the Favour of his King, rich, beloved, co- 
ver'd with Laurels, and Maſter of all thoſe infinuatin 
Graces which attract a Female Heart, he deſpaired — 
in the leaſt of making an Impreſſion on hers. In this 
Confidence he declared his Paſſion, but ſoon found, that 
without that Sympathy which unites two Souls, Merit 
hut vainly pleads. This young Charmer was as haughty 
as ſhe was beautiful, and not all his Reputation, nor 


* perſonal 
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1971 bes. 
oeiforPerfeAtions being able to make her look on 
him otherwiſe than as the Foe of her Country, ſhe 
treated him in a Manner which humbled his moſt aſ- 
piring Hopes. N 

A wl he bore her Scorn, and endeavoured by 
the moſt ſubmiſſive Behaviour to inſpire her with Sen- 
timents more in his Favour ; but perceiving that the 
more he appear'd devoted to her Will, the more ſhe 
diſdain'd his Suit 3 Conſcious Worth, and a long Series 
of Succeſs in whatever he undertook, whiſper'd him 
in the Ear, that he had too much debaſed himſelf in 
meanly ſuing for what he might command ; and Re- 
ſpe& decreaſing as Deſire grew ſtronger, he removed 
her from the Apartment of her Mother, to one where 
he might have greater Freedom to proſecute his Intent 3 
yet even there, omitted nothing of ſoft and tender to 
move her Soul. But this Action augmenting her Hate 
and her Diſdain, he forgot all that he owed to the 
Perſon he loved, and even to himſelf ; and wholly aban- 
don'd to his Flame, ſeiz'd that by Force which was 
denied to Sollicitation. | | 

Tus Griefs and Rage of this violated Maid were 
too violent to ſuffer what he had done to remain a Se- 
cret ; the King was ſoon inform'd of it, and immedi- 
ately aſter beheld the Mother of the ruin'd Beauty at 
his Feet, imploring Juſtice on the Raviſher, in all the 
moving Rhetoric of her Wrongs and Woe. This Mo- 
narch, who had Virtue for the Guide of all his Actions, 
was incenſed againſt Rannuce to the higheſt Degree, 
and his. Juſtice getting the better of the Love he bore 
him, caus'd him to be arreſted, and brought into his 
Preſence, where, after having interrogated him him- 
ſelf, and finding the Accuſation but too true, he con- 
demn'd him to Death, with this memorable Saying ; 
That an Empire could not be ſupported without a ſtrict 
Obſervation of the Laws, and inflicting the Penalty of 
them on every Offender, of what Degree ſoever he 
was. The Generals of his Army, the Courtiers, and 
even the Ladies, fell at his Feet, entreating Pardon for 
this firſt Crime of the till now moſt worthy Rannace 5 
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but he was inflexible to all their Prayers and Te, 
and even to the Dictates of his own Heart, which 
pleaded ſtrongly in favour of this Favourite, and order'd 
his Head to be ſtruck off, which Sentence was accord- 
execated. 
Tuts is a Proof, ſaid Alpbonſo, when. Julia had 
done ſpeaking, that with whatever Friendſhip a Sub- 
is honour'd by his Prince, it ought not to protect 
Him from the Puniſhment his Crime demands. Juſtice, 
added Thelamont, is the firſt Quality of a Monarch, 
and all things ſhould ſubmit to that, becauſe nothing 
is more eſſential to his own Glory, and the Welfare of 
his People. It is fo rare, replied Orophanes, to find 
a Favourite, who being long ſo, continues to deſerve 
that Name, that one can never too much admire the 
Man, who, neither puffed by Ambition, nor inſtigated 
by Auarice, injures not his Maſter, or the Common- 
wealth. And when either of theſe Vices prevail in the 
unworthy Stateſman, ſaid Felicia, how difficult is it 
for the Prince to be made ſenſible of them ; the great 
Diſtance between the Throne and moſt of the SubjeRs, 
often deprives thoſe who could make ſuch Diſcoveries 
of the Power. Beſides, a Favourite who knows him- 
ſelf guilty, takes care to engroſs the Royal Ear, and 
ſuffers none to approach, but who have taken their 
Leſſon from his Lips. 
Fox which Reaſon all wiſe Princes, replied Ya. 
monte, are caly of Acceſs, and ready to liſten to the 
Complaints of the meaneſt of their Subjects; for what 
avails the poor Petitioner's Addreſs, tho' deliver'd to 
Majeſty itſelf, when Kings think themſelves too great 
to confider ſuch things, and refer it to, perhaps, the 
very Man againit whom the Charge is brought 
Few indeed, 'ſajd Camilla, like the Emperor Adri- 
an, vouchſafe to liſten to the Injuries of a Peaſant, yet 
does that Condeſcenſion render him more noble in my 
Eyes, than all the Conqueſts. of his Arms. 
Tas eaſy, reſumed The/amont, for Princes to be 
deceived by thoſe they put Confidence in: Toti/a be- 
lieved not that a Man qualified like Nannuce, _— 
s. | | 0 ve 
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have capable of doing any thing that ſhould have 
obliged him to pronounce the Sentence of his Death: 
Nor did Aucus Martius, the fourth King of the Romans, 
imagine that Targuinius Priſcus, who had gain 'd him 
ſo many Battles, and on whom he had heaped fach 
Dignities, would ever have abuſed his Confidence, in 
turning the Hearts of his People againſt him, to the 
end he might aſſume his Throne. 5 
Yer you ſee, ſaid Florinda, that the Crime of In- 
gratitude is never unpuniſn d. Targuinius 2 poſ- 
ſeſs d many ſhining Qualities, but he was an Uſurper, 
and ſlain by the Sons of that Prince he had fo greatly 
wrong'd. This Reflection is very juſt, anſwered Julia; 
Hiſtory is full of Examples how deteſtable to Heaven is 
the Sin of Ingratitude, There is one very remarkable, 
interrupted Or/ames, and which ought to make an Im- 
preſſion on all Men: In the Year 492 of the Chriſſian 
Hra, the Empire of the Eaft was held by Araftafius, 
ſurnamed Dicores, becauſe of the different Colour of 
his Eyes, one being a perſect black, and the other blue. 
This Prince, ſays Paul Diaore, came into the World 
in an extraordinary manner, and his Life was a Mix- 
ture of Good and Evil, or Virtues and Vices. At his 
Acceſlion to the Imperial Dignity, he took off all thoſe 
exceſſive Taxes which the Avarice of his Predeceſſors 
had laid on his People: He gave all great Offices with 
a Diſtinction worthy of a Monarch's Care, ſuffering 
none to be purchaſed but by Merit alone: He appear · 
ed generous, affable, and a Lover of the Sciences, 
eſteeming and rewarding Learning where-ever he found 
it. He honoured Proc/us with his Friendſhip and Con- 
fidence ; that Proclus, who was the Imitator of Archi -· 
medes, and had acquir'd the Reputation of the greateſt 
Mathematician of his Time. In a word, the Begin- 
ning 'of this Emperor's Reign was ſuch, as endear'd 
him to his Subjects, and made him be eſteem'd by all 
the neighbouring Nations; but falling into the Errors 
of Futychius, he became Protector of that Hereſy, and 
promoted it throughout his Dominions : The Obſta- 
cles that the true Catholicks attempted to put to it's 
| F 2 ſpreading, 
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to him, either to receive them, or give them any Al- 
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ſpreading, made him grow a cruel and fierce 
of them 3 ſcarce a Day paſs'd without ſome of thoſe 
holy Men being dragg'd to Torture, in order to oblige 
them to be of his Opinion ; but few of them conform- 
ing, more attain'd the Crown of Martyrdom in his 
Reign, than in that of the moſt barbarous Pagans. To 
compleat his Contempt of the Church, he baniſh'd the 
Patriarch of Conſtantinople. 

Tus Pope Hormi/das, hoping to reclaim him by 
gentle Means, ſent him to Euodias, Biſhop of Pavia, 
a Perſon of eminent Piety and Learning, with two other 
eloquent Ecclefiaſtics. Theſe Deputies from his Holi- 
nels being arriv'd at Conflantinople, and demanding 
Audience of the Emperor, inſtead of hearing them, he 
order'd they ſhould depart the City that Moment, 
obliging'them to embark in an old Veſſel full of Leaks, 
and unfit to ſail, to the end they might periſh in the 
Sea, forbidding his People at all the Ports belongin 


fiſtance whatever. But notwithſtanding theſe impious 


* Precautions, the Hand of Heaven protected and brought 


theſe illuſtrious Unfortunates ſafe again to Rome ; and, in 
a ſhoxt time after the cruel Emperor was killed with a 
Thunderbolt: A memorable Example for all thoſe 
who ſuffer themſelves to be influenc'd by new Opinions, 
and abandon the true Faith. ' 

Waar I have remark'd in the Life of this Emperor, 
as well as in that of Tiberius, ſaid Florinda, extremely 
confounds me: I cannot comprehend how the Diſ- 
poſition of Men can ſo ſuddenly alter from one Extreme 
to the other, eſpecially from Good to Evil; becauſe 
to be virtuous one muſt have all thoſe Qualities which 
ſhould prevent ſo terrible a Change. | 

As for Tiberius, reply'd Hortenfia, tis obvious he 
but wore the Semblance of Virtue, and was ever vicious 
in his Heart, though he reſtrain'd the Diſcovery till 
he. could make it with Safety, But for Anaſtaſius, 
who had really a Propenſity to Goodneſs, we can think 
no other, than that having been drawn into Errors in 
Religion, the firſt Source of Virtue, he had no longer 
I any 
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any Advantages from it, but was ſuffer'd to ſall into 
all manner of Wickedneſs, to prove, that when we 
quit our Faith, we are capable of committing every 
thing. A 

| Bor to leave theſe wicked Princes, interrupted Ca- 
milla, with her accuſtom'd Gaiety, give me Leave to 
put a Queſtion to you, which was not long ſinee diſ- 
puted between two Perſons of great Parts, whether 
Love or Gratitude be the ſtrongeſt Emotion in a ge- 
nerous Soul ? | 

Tis a Point, anſwer'd Orophanes, which to me ap- 
pears difficult to decide, and therefore beg Leave to 
de excuſed from giving a judgment, which, perhaps, 
would not be approv'd, and I ſhould alſo be at ſome 
Pains to defend. I believe, ſaid Urania, I can give 
you a little Hiſtory on that Topic, which may ſerve 
to clear up the Matter. | . 

Ar theſe Words, the whole Company, who were 
never better pleaſed than in an Occaſion of liſtening to 
her, join'd in their Entreaty, that ſhe would not defer 
giving them that Satisfaction. On which ſhe began in 
theſe Terms. 8 


The Hiſtory of Count vs SatMony, and of 
| IsaBELLAa ps MayRanD. 1 


a . 1. A Ta. 1 | 
Th the Eaſt of the Province of Langzedoe,. aid that 
beautiful Lady, on the Borders of the Miditerra- 
nean Sea, is a fine Valley of about half a League in 
Breadth, and two Leagues in Length: In the midſt of 
which runs a ſmall River, fed from the Springs that 
iſſue from the Mountains environing it, and refreſhes 

this ſweet Spot of Earth in ſuch a manner, that it 
ſeems an entire. Garden: Variety of beautiful Flowers 
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enamel the Ground and charm the Eye; and Almond- 
Trees, Vines, Pomegranates, and Olives, grow in great 
abundance to ſupply the uſeful. Part. Here and there 
you ſee a ſmall, but well-built Cottage, which ſeem At- 
tendants on that ſtately Structure, call'd the Caſtle of 
Mayrand, belonging to the Count of that Name, and 
is not only adorn'd with every Charm that can delight 
the Senſe, but is alſo ſtrongly fortify'd, by the Sea on 
one Side, which it — 44 and by the Thickneſs of 
its Walls on the other. 

Tus Outſide of it gives you an Idea of the noble 
Buildings of Antiquity, but the Infide is render'd per - 
fealy modern by the Care of the Lords of it, who, 
for an Age paſt, have neglected nothing that might 
render it commodious and magnificent: 'The Paintings 
are excellent, the Furniture rich, the Gardens delicious, 
and embelliſh'd with Statues and Fountains: In a 
word, Nature, ſeconded by Art, has made it all that 
the moſt luxurious Wiſh can form. The illuſtrious Fa- 
mily to which it appertains, has ſupplied the State with 
great Soldiers and Counſellors ; the former of which 
nlled one of the firſt Poſts in that Government with the 
higheſt Reputation. 

Tun Count de Mayrand having loſt his Wife, who 
brought him no other Heir to his Poſſeſſions than one 
Davghter, he committed her to the Care of the Coun- 
teſs Dowager de Mayrand his Mother. Jabella, for 
ſo was this young Beauty call'd, in the moſt tender 
Age, gave ſuch uncommon Proofs of Wit and Spirit, 
that the old Counteſs beheld with Pleaſure, the early 
Impreſſions ſhe made on the Hearts of as many as be- 
held her. And as ſhe grew nearer to Maturity, the 
Sun of Merie diſplay'd itſelf more ſtrongly in her every 
Word and Action. ä 
Nor far from the Caſſle 4+ Mayrand was that of 
the Count de Sa/mony : The Proximity of Places had 
given Occaſion to many Alliances between their Fa» 
milies 3 and the Counts de Mayrand and Salmony were 
ficſt Couſins : Salmony had no more Children than 
one Son, about a Year older than Jabella, and a 
12 Daughter 
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Daughter ſomething younger than her fair Kinſwoman, 
but both of them —— — promiſing Expectations, 
not only for the j. of their Perſons, but their ready 
Attainment of the different Qualifications proper to their 
Sex and Rank. Ik 

Tux young Salmany paſs'd few Days without viſit- 
ing the Caſtle de Mayrand : And as he had a Diſcern- 
ment far above his Age, the Charms of Jſabella ap- 
peared to him ſo far above that of any other of her 
Sex, that his young Heart was ſenſible of a Paſſion for 
her, long before he was capable of diſtinguiſhing by 
what Name to call it. 

As he was formed for Love, 1/abel/a could not ſee 
him ſo often without feeling Emotions little different 
from his ; but as the Innocence of their Age render'd 
them unacquainted from what Motive the Pleaſure 
they took in entertaining each other proceeded, fo 
did it alſo hinder them from concealing it. 'The mu- 
tual Joy, however, that ſparkled in the Eyes of both, 
and the melancholy Gloom with which they were over- 
caſt at parting, let both their Parents into the Secret 
they were yet ignorant of themſelves. 

Tus y made the Diſcovery with Pleaſure, and 8 

communicated their Thoughts to one another, reſol 
to link their Kindred and Friendſhip more cloſely by 
a Marriage between the young Sa/mony and Wabella, 
as ſoon as they ſhould arrive at a proper Age. The 
Counteſs de Mayrand was entreated by them both to 
forward the Growth of that Affection they had per- 
ceiv*d in Jſabella, and the Count de Salmony talked 
perpetually to his Son of the Wit and Beauty of this 
young Charmer. But as things were in this Situation, 
the Count ds Mayrand died, regretted by all that 
knew him, leaving Jabella no more than twelve 
Years old. 
Sus was infinitely more ſenfible of the Loſs ſhe had 
ſaſtain'd, than could have been imagined at her Years ; 
the young Salmony found himſelf obliged to exert his 
utmoſt Wit for her Conſolation, and the Counteſs de 
Mayraxg, intending 9 more than 8 
41911 4 * 
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Win of her Son, and willing to give Salmony an Op- 


portunity of being oftener with her, that the Love ſhe 


perceived dawning in their Hearts might encreaſe with 
their Vears to the ſtrongeſt Paſſion, deſired the Count 
his Father to permit Madamoiſelle 4e Salmony to live 
under her Care with 1/abe//a.” This Propoſal he em- 
brac'd with Pleaſure, and the beautiful Mariana was 
conducted by him to the Caſtle, where ſhe was received 
with all the Demonſtrations of an unfeigned Satisfac. 
tion. 

Turxss young Ladies ſoon felt for each otherghe 
moſt tender Regard, and Mariana expreſſing one Day 
the Sincerity of hers : As we love like Siſters, ſaid ſhe, 
innocently, I wiſn we were ſo, or that Law might 
attone for what Nature has denied, by uniting you 
with my Brother. Theſe Words made //abel/a ca- 
pable of looking into her Heart, and- the Pleaſure ſhe 
conceiv'd at ſuch a Propoſal, firſt informed her, that 
it was more than what Friendſhip or the Ties of Blood 
inſpires, that ſhe was fill'd with for the deſerving Sa/- 


mony. | 

As for him, he needed not any extraordinary Means 
of acquainting him with what kind of Deſires he was 
enflamed ; he had now attained to the Age of Sixteen, 
and Nature was not wanting in her Inſtructions: But 
what his Youth had hinder'd him before from expreſ- 
fing, his Reſpect, as he grew more advanc'd in Years, 
would not permit; and tho' he never ſo much reſolv d 
to do it, the Moment he beheld Jabella, he was 
without the Power. Fear and Hope agitated by turns 
his Heart, till his Father one Day having imparted to 
him the Agreement made before the Death of the 


Count de Mayrand, he grew 'a litttle more aſſured ; 


and flattering himſelf that Jabella was informed of 


the ſame thing, and that ſhe was not diſpleaſed with 


it, he had the Courage, when he found no Company 
but his Siſter. with her, to throw himſelf at her Feet ; 
I come, ſaid he, Madam, to know if I may hope your 
Sentiments are agreeable to thoſe of our Parents : Mine 
has given me a pleaſing Idea of future Bleſſings ; and 1 

4 * am 


[ 105 ] 
am told, Madam, the Counteſs de Mayrand does not 
oppoſe it; but 'tis from yourſelf, lovely Iſabella, that 
I would learn my Fate, and if averſe to what J wiſh, 
beg no more than Permiſſion to die before you. He 
accompany'd theſe Words with ſo paſſionate a Geſture, 
that it was impoſſible for a Heart E as hers 
was, to treat him with that Reſerve young Virgins 
generally do the firſt Declarations of Love: And flatter-, 
ing herſelf that the Sanction of a Parent's Will was 
ſufficient to excuſe the moſt ready Acknowledgment ſhe 
could make: If, ſaid ſhe, obliging him to riſe, Madam 
de Mayrand aſſures me it was the Deſire of my deceas'd 
Father I ſhould be yours, and I am convinced that - 
your Felicity depends on my Conſent, 1 ſhall neither 
be ſo undutiful to his Memory, nor ungrateful to your 
Paſſion, as to ſearch any Obſtacles to prevent the Ac- 
compliſhment. ; we 4 
Tas Declaration,accompany'd with all thoſe Graces 
which are ſtudied by others, but were natural to %- 
bella, tranſported the enamour'd Salmony with fo ex- 
ceſſive a Joy, that he was utterly unable to make any 
Reply for ſome time ; but when he did, it was in ſuch 
a manner, as convinc'd her how much, how truly his 
Soul was devoted to her. | 
Tus Counteſs, to whom Jabella related every Part 
of this Adventure, was extremely ſatisfy'd with her Be- 
haviour; and the Count de Salmomy rejoiced to hear 
his Son had a Diſpoſition ſo conformable to his Will, 
and alſo had been able to inſpire Jabella with Sen- 
timents ſo much in his Favour. But as they wete yet 
both too young to enter into the nuptial State, this 
tender Father thought Glory was now the Miſtreſs his 
Son ſhould court: Having therefore procur'd for him a 
Commiſſion in the Muſqueteers, he told him he muſt 
go to Paris, in order to perfect hᷣimſelf in thoſe Exer- 
ciſes he had already made a conſiderable Progreſs in > 
that he had now gain'd the Heart of Jabella, and that 
he might depend on his Care, joined to his Siſter's, to 
4 it for him, till his Return; at which time their 
ptials ſhould be celebrated. * 7 
F 5 Wno- 
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WrHoever has felt the Force of Love, will readily 
believe theſe Tidings ſtruck a terrible Blow to the Heart 
of Salnony; but the Fire of Ambition ſoon warming 
it, he conſented to leave 7/abe//a, in the Hope of re- 
turning more worthy of her. 

Bur how greatly did his Eſteem encreaſe for Ha- 

bella, when, recounting to her what had paſs'd be- 
tween him and the Count, ſhe ſtrengthen'd his Reſolu- 
tion to obey him with Arguments which proved how 
dear his Reputation was to her; and tho' ſhe found no 
Joy equal to that his Preſence gave, yet ſhe parted 
from him with Pleaſure, not doubting but he would 
acquire ſuch Perfections as were requiſite for a Hero. 
After the moſt tender Farewels and mutual Aſſurances 
of an inviolable Affection, they took leave; and what- 
ever Grief this heroic Maid had in her Heart, ſhe took 
care it ſhould not diſcover itſelf in her Eyes, left it 
ſhould cauſe him to diſobey Injunctions ſo much to his 
Advantage. | 

Tun . de Salmony, and- Madam de Mayrand, 
who were preſent at this Separation, thought they could 
never too much admire the Tenderneſs, the Sincerity, 
and that ſtrict Adherence to Glory and to Honour, 
which both of them expreſs'd. They talk'd together 
afterwards frequently of it, and delighted themſelves 
with anticipating the Pleaſures they expected to enjoy 
in the Union of a Pair ſo dear to them, and ſo exactly 
formed to make each other happy. 

Bur tho* Habella had behaved in this manner while 
her Lover was preſent, ſhe ſtood in need of all her Re- 
ſolution to enable her to bear his Abſence, and to for- 
bear doing any thing which might recall him before the 
time neceflary for compleating thoſe Perſections, which 
ſhould render him as much admired by the World as 
ke was loved by her. In all the Letters, therefore, 
that ſhe wrote to him, ſhe carefully conceal'd the An- 
guiſh of her Heart, and only teſtified the Joy ſhe felt, 
in being mform'd how fully he anſwer'd the great Ex- 
pectations had been conceiv'd of him, * 
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Tur Count de Salmony receiv'd Aſſurances from the 
Officers in Paris, that his Son was now qualified to fill 
any Poſt whatſoever z on which this tender Father 
made Application for a Regiment of Horſe, which was 
granted, on the Recommendation of Monſieur de Lou- 
voi, chief Commander of the Muſqueteers z and all 
the Objections his Youth might have put to ſuch an 
Acquiſition, were wholly anſwer'd by his Merit. 

Hs accordingly went to Liſle iff Flanders, to join 
his Regiment, where his ſweet Behaviour ſoon won 
him the Hearts of all the Oſſicen But neither his ne- 
Honours, nor Change of Place and Company, made 
him forgetful of what he owed to {/abel/a ; and 4 
Courier was perpetually employed to, and from, the 
Caſtle of Mayrand. | 

Is the mean while that beautiful Lady grew ex- 
tremely melancholy on the ſudden, which Mariana 
perceiving, ſaid to her one Day, I cannot conceive 
the Meaning of this Alteration in you, my dear Ja- 
bella, my Brother is faithful ; you receive continual . 
Aſſurances of his Paſſion; you have nothing to diſturb 
the Tranquility of your Love, but an Abſence which 
will ſhortly terminate in his Glory and your Content. 
Jabella made no Anſwer immediately to theſe Words, 
but, after a long Pauſe, which was often interrupted 
with Sighs ; 1 wiſh, replied ſhe, the Diſcontent you 
ſee in me, may be as groundleſs in reality, as it is ſo in 
Appearance to you. But alas | there is ſomething tells 
me Salmnony has ſtaid too long for both our Happineſs. 
In ſhort, I tremble at the Alteration I have taken 
notice of in Madam de Mayrand : She ſpeaks not of 
your Brother with the Warmth ſhe was accuſtomed, | 
and, I have but too much reaſon to fear, is in her Heart 
intereſted in favour of ſome other. I am very well 
convinc'd, reſumed Madamoiſelle Je Sa/mony, that 
your Beauty, and the Deſire of your Alliance, has drawn 
into the Neighbourhood of Mayrand the moſt conſider- 
able Perſons of the Province; but I ſhould be loth to 
imagine the Counteſs had changed her Sentiments in 
regard of my Brother : The Engagements made be- 
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tween Perſons of our Rank, cannot be ſo eaſily broke 
thro” as thoſe among the Vulgar ; and I have too good 
an Opinion of Madam de Mayrand to believe ſhe would 
entertain any Views to the Prejudice of her Promiſe, ſo 
firmly given, and ſo often and publickly repeated. 

Ir ſhe ſhould, reſum'd Iſabella, it is not in her 
Power to recall mine ; it is not therefore her Authority 
which troubles me, but the Fear of coming to Extre- 
mities, if her Sentiments ſhould not be conformable to 
what I wiſh. A long Converſation paſs'd between them 
to this Effect; but as thoſe who love are more quick- 
ſighted than others, in what relates to their Paſſion, 
H/abella could not be deceiv'd in her Conjectures: The 
Counteſs was indeed grown cold in her good Wiſhes 
for Salmony ; and among the Number of thoſe who- 
visited her, there was a young Magiſtrate named Hau- 
tirive, a Man of diftinguiſh'd Merit, rich, and infi- 
nitely eſteemed by all who knew him. He was, beſides, 
a Kinſman of the Counteſs's, and it was on him ſhe 
had caſt hey Eyes, not only becauſe ſhe had more Re- 

rd for him than for the Son of the Count de Salmony, 

t alſo becauſe ſhe thought it a more advantageous 
Match for J/abe/la ; but as he had never declared a 
Paſſion for her, the old Lady knew not well how to- 
bring it about. He being an intimate Friend of Sal- 
momy, ſhe thought to motion ſuch an Affair, and have 
it rejected, would make the utmoſt Confuſion among 
them 3 ſhe therefore contented herſelf with leaving 
them together as frequently as ſhe could, without ſeem- 
ing to do it by Defign, in hope the Merits both of the 
one and the other might in time create an Inclination 
ſuch as ſhe deſired to have them inſpired with. 5 

Bur as politic and diſcerning as ſhe was, ſhe per- 
ceiv d not how much of her Deſign was accompliſn'd: 
Hauterive had a Heart too ſuſceptible to enjoy the 
frequent Converſation of a Perſon ſo amiable as 1/a* 
bella, without feeling for her all the moſt violent 
© Paſſion, when hopeleſs, can inflict. He knew the 

Obligations ſhe was under; he knew the Duties of 
Friendſhip and of Honour; and tho” he could ——_— 


wt. 


[ 109 J 


himſelf from loving, he did from ſuffering any Deſign 

to harbour in his Breaſt, in prejudice of Sa/mony. 
Tus old Count de Salmony all this time ſupplied the 

Place of his Son, and omitted nothing to ſecure the 
Affections of J/abe/la entirely for him; and ſhe, who 
regarded him as a Father, made no ſcruple of com- 
municating to him her moſt ſecret Thoughts: Among 
others, ſhe-made him no Stranger to the Apprehenſions 
ſhe was in of the Counteſs's Change of Humour; on 
which it was reſolved between *em to ſend for young 
Salmony, and complete the Marriage before Madam 
de Mayrand ſhould have diſcovered herſelf, if it were 
indeed as Jſabella imagined. But theſe illuſtrious 
Lovers were not allotted to arrive ſo eaſily at the Aim 
of their Deſires; the very Day the Count had deter- 
mined in this Manner, he was ſeized with a violent 
- Diſtemper, which in a few Hours took him from-the 

World. eu gin 23 48 
Tuis was a terrible Blow to Jabella, not only on 
account of the Intereſt her Love had in it, but by the 
particular Reſpe ſhe bore to him, and the Grief it 
inflicted on Mariana, and that which ſhe knew the 

News of it would involve young Salmeny in. 

Tur noble Youth, though he received the News 
with all the Precautions neceſlary to ſoften the Severity 
of it, loved his Father with too true a Tenderneſs, 
and found his Life too neceſſary for the Happineſs of 
his own, not to be ſtruck to the Heart at hearing he 
was no more. The Fears he was in concerning his 
Love, join'd to the Emotions of Nature, render'd his 
Affliction ſo violent, that his Friends but vainly endea- 
voured to conſole him; he wrote immediately to 1/a- 
bella, and ſuffering himſelf to be carried away with the 
different and diſtracted Sentiments he was then in- 
ſpired with, his Letter was filled with nothing but 
Complaints, 8 and Adjurations, that ſhe 
would be ever faithful. This was accompanied by one 
to Mariana, in which he begg'd her to ſupply the Place 
of his Father, in the Caſtle of Mayrand, and to ſup- 
port his Intereſt there with the ſame Fervour. uu 
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theſe beautiful Ladies ſent him Anſwers full of Aſſur- 
ances ; but Jabella expreſs'd the Dictates of her Soul in 
Terms ſo tender and paſſionate, that his Deſpair began 
to diſſipate. % | Wi I 
MapamM de Mayrand being eaſed of one great Ob- 
ſtacle, by the Death of the Count de Salmony, gave 
ſuch plain Hints to Hazterive of her good Wiſhes for 
him, that he muſt have been as dull as he was really diſ- 
cerning, not to have underſtood her. How difficult is 
it for Honour to maintain the- Combat againit a Love 
which flatters with a Proſpect of Succeſs ! All the Re- 
ſolutions he had taken not to interrupt the Tranquility 
of Salmony and /abel/a, gave way to the pleaſing Hope 
of poſſeſũng her; he faw the Counteſs deſired nothing 
more, and he could not be aſſured that Zadbe//a's In- 
clination had not given Birth to, or would not at leaſt 
obey, that Deſire in her, who had now the ſole Autho- 
rity over her: He therefore made no ſcruple of avow- 
ing his Paſhon, and entreating Permiſſion of Madam 
4 Mayrand, to throw himſelf at the Feet of her who 
long had been Miſtreſs of his Heart. 
By what 1 have already ſaid of the Diſpoſition of 
this Lady, it is eaſy for you to believe ſhe gave a ready 
Aſſent to what he aſked, and conducted him immedi- 
ately to the Apartment of 1/abe//a, who was then alone, 
employing herſelf in reading a Letter ſhe had juſt re- 
ceiv'd from her dear Sa/mony. After a little Diſcourſe 
on ordinary Affairs, the Counteſs went out of the 
Room, and he, neglecting not the Opportunity ſhe gave, 
Fan no longer, Madam, ſaid he, falling on his Knees, 
conceal a Paſhon which I have long but vainly ſtrug · 
with, fearing it might be offenſive to the divine 
ject which inſpires it. But however you may 
diſpoſe of it, Iam now compell'd to offer you my Heart, 
my Vows of everlaſting Adoration, and my Life, if 
this Declaration merits I ſhould no longer preſerve it. 
J/abella was prevented by her Surprize to hear him talk 
in this manner, from interrupting him, but recovering 
her ſelf from it ; I thought, replied ſhe, with Eyes that 
ſparkled with Indignation, I had been exempted _ 
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the Fear of hearing ſuch Diſcoveries : The Situation I 
am in by my Engagements, renders it a Difreſpe& 
which I expected not to find from any one, much leſs 
from him who calls himſelf the Friend of Sa/mony.' She 
had no ſooner utter'd this ſhort but ſevere Reproach, 
than ſhe went haſtily out of the Room, leaving him 
ſtill on his Knees overwhelmed with Shame, Confuſion 
and Remorſe. It was in this Poſture that Madam de 
Mayrand found him, having in an adjacent Room ſeen 
1/abella paſs by, and gueſſing the Reception he had 
met with from her. She ſpared nothing however to 
re-aſſure him, telling him he might be certain of her 
Intereſt ; that it might take ſome time toeraſe the Im- 
preſſion of a firſt Love, but that ſhe doubted not but 
to accompliſh it, when ſhe ſhould let Jſabella ſee, 
that if ſhe was not for him, ſhe never ſhould be for 
Salmony. 

BuT her Diſcourſe had not the Effe& on him ſhe 
expected; he rather condemn'd than thank'd the Par- 
tiality ſhe expreſs'd in his Favour ; and tho' he could 
not conquer his Paſhon for Jſabella, he look'd on it 
as the Stain of his Glory, and an Injuſtice, which, till 
then, he had never been guilty of. He entreated the 
Counteſs not to entertain any Sentiments either of Ri- 
gour or Artifice to forward his Pretenſions: For, ſaid 

„ fince it it is my hard Fate to oppoſe the Man, who 
of all the World moſt merits and enjoys my Eſteem, I 
will endeavour to acquire the Prize only by ſuch Means 
as he himſelf ſhall not condemn, and force Jabella to 
Pity, if not approve, my Flame. 

Mapam de Mayrand had too much Virtue to 
blame fuch a Reſolution, and after having beſtowed on 
it the Praiſes it deſerved, promiſed to conform on her 
Part. Hauterive, who was ſtedfaſt to put in practice 
what he had ſaid, had no ſooner parted from the Coun- 
teſs, than he ſat down to write to his Rival 3 but while 
he was conſidering in what manner he relate 
the Hiſtory of his Heart, Jſabella was diſburthening 
her's to the charming Mariana, who ſhe went in ſearch 
of, the Moment ſhe quitted Hauterive, Nothing 
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could be more ſurprized than was this young Beauty, 
at the Recital Iſabella made her; ſhe foreſaw the 


- 'Froubles the Paiſion of Hauterive would bring on 


her Brother; but this was not all that gave her Pain, 
ſhe had for ſome time looked on Hauterive with favour- 
able Eyes ; his Merics were not unknown to her, and 
if ſhe might not be ſaid to feel a Paſſion for him, ſhe 
certainly had wifh'd to inſpire him with one for her, 
and could not hinder herſelf from being a little piqued, 
that knowing the Engagements of Jabella, he ſhould 
not rather turn his Eyes on one who was entirely free 
from any. 

Tris Emotion of Jealouſy, join'd to the Intereſt 
of her Brother, made her extremely approve the An- 
ſwer 1/abella had given him, and omit nothing which 


might confirm her in a Reſolution of reſiſting all At- 


tacks. She adviſed her alſo to write to Salmony the 
whole Account of this Adventure, that by his Preſence 
he might put an end to all the Hopes Hauterive could 
conceive. This Counſel was too pleaſing to her who 
heard it, not to prevail : She immediately obeyed the 
Dictates of her fair Friend; and after a thouſand Aſſur- 
-ances of her inviolable Conſtancy, eonjured him not 
to delay giving her the Proof of his in the Preſence of 
his Rival. | 

Tus Count e Salnony receiv'd. her Letter and 


that of Hawterive by the fame Courier, and his Love 


carrying him beyond. his Curiofity, he firſt open'd the 
Mandate of 1/abe/lz, where peiceiving the other was 
his Rival, and his Pretenfions were approved by the 
Counteſs, he could not imagine the Meaning of his 
writing, after having endeavour'd to injure him in ſo 


tender a Part, unleſs it were that he intended to diſpute 


her with him by the Point of the Sword. But how 
great was his Aſtoniſhment, when he found the Con- 
rents were in this Manner | 


To 


nz] 
To the C OU NT DE SALMONY. 


Wiſh this Letter may anticipate the Diſcovery, which, 
I doubt not, will be made you by Madamoi/elle de 
. Mayrand : I votld willingly be my own fir Aecuſer in 
an Affair of this nature: The perfect Confideration 1 
have for you, and of what I owe to myſelf, will not 
ſuffer me to a on this Occafion as another Man would 
do : TI adore Iſabella, and whatever Hatred this Con- 
feffion may excite in you, the Sequel ſhall prove I merit 
your Efteem. I coul. alledge for my Juſtification, that 
Twas ignorant of the Force of your Engagements: That 
J every Day ſaw the Promiſes of Youth entirely for- 
gotten in Maturity : But theſe are weak Excuſes to a 
Man . of the Force of Ifabella's Beauty, cubich 
is ſuch, 
dla not have defended myſelf from being your Rival; 
ray, had 1 ſeen her your Mi, it had, perhaps, been 
2 to have refirained my Tongue, but not my Heart. 
I have declared to her my Paſſion, but that Declaration 
ſerves only to complete my Shame, and your Triumph 
— She loves you Ob moſt happy Count, as much as 
He is belove ſhe will be faithful to yon till Death. 
This is the Fruit I have gained by my Temerity ; my 
Paſſion can, however, fland all Shocks, and I am re. 
folv'd to diſpute her with you, but it all be by ſuch 
Means, as neither you nor ſhe ſhall have it in yout# 
Power to blame: My Cares, my Reſpeas, and my Friend- 
ſhip for you, ſhall be all the Arms I ſhall make ufe of : 
The Blood from which we both are ſprung, will give 
neither of us leave to ſuſpett the Courage of the other. 
Thus, without taking any Advantage of the good: In- 
tentions Madam the Counte/s has for me ; and without 
enterprizing any thing to the Prejudice of your Love, I 


ſhall ſpeak of mine, and lay hold of all Opportunities 


ta prove the Sincerity of it, and by the Openneſ and 
Generofity of my Proceedings, oblige both of you % cm- 
paſſionate, if you cannot love, me. l 
171 n 
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that had 1 been your moſt truſied Confidant, 1 
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Ir is impoſſible for me to expreſs the Agitations 
of the Count after reading this Letter : He was a long 
time before he could ſupport with Moderation, that 
J/abella ſhould be diſputed with him by any Means 
whatſoever ; he look'd on the Right he had over her 
Affections to be inconteſtable ; and if it were not, that 
the Sword was the moſt proper Deciſion of ſuch Differ- 
ences. But theſe Sentiments, inſtigated by the Fire of 
Youth, gave way to other Reflections; and when he 
remember'd that Hazterive was a Magiſtrate to whom 
Prudence was more glorious than any other Qualifica - 
tion, and that himſelf was alſo under Laws, which he 
could not infringe, without lofing Jabella for ever, 
he became more calm. 

Hs read his Rival's Letter a ſecond time, and as he 
knew: him to be a Man of the moſt tri Honour, he 
did not in the leaſt doubt, but he would act as he had 
faid ; but the more he confider'd his Merit, the more 
dangerous he appear d; and that Thought threw him 
into the moſt terrible Anxieties : They were no ſooner 


removed by the Aſſurances 7/abella gave him of an 


inviolable Affection, but another, little leſs 2 
invaded him: If, faid he, that charming Maid ſhou 


never ſuſſer the Merit of another to obliterate what ſhe 


owes to the Fidelity. of Saimony ; yet if the Counteſs, 
who now ſands in the Place of both Father and Mo- 
ther to Zabe/la, ſhould continue averſe to my Hope, 
will be utterly impoſſible to complete the 

without | her. Ia this Uncertainty did he paſs the 


Hours, till he had obtain'd Permiſton to quit his Re- 


iment for ſome time; which, in Conſidera tion of the 
Diligence he had teſlify d during the whole two Years 
he had the Command of it, was granted without much 
Difficulty : The Death of his Father, and the Regu- 
lation of his Affairs, giving him a ſufficient Excuſe for 
the demanding it. But in the mean time he wrote to 
Iſabella, and anſwer d the Letter of his Rival in theſe 
Terms. mY 


— 
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To the Sieur pe HAUT ERIVE. 


& 
F the Poſſeſſion of Madamoiſelle de Mayrand avas 
d:flined the Reward of Merit, your Happineſs and 
my Misfortune would be paſt all Doubt: Bat as the 
Settlement of our Affections has been the Work of many 
Years, cemented by the moſt tender Proofs on both Sides, 
and autborix d by the Will of our Parents, the Advan- 
tage is on my Side, notwithſtanding the many others you 
have over me. To offer any Arguments for your defiſling 
fo hopeleſs a Proſecution, would be but to repeat what 
J am very certain you have made uſe on yourſeif, in 
thoſe Moments when Reaſon vas permitted to hold 
Diſcourſe with Paſſion : I ſhall therefore only ſay, that 
tho* Frienaſbip be incompatible with Rivalſbip, and 1 
cannot pretend to give you mine, yet 1 ſhall ad in every 
thing as becomes that Charafter, and in what manner 


ſeeder you would diſpute Iſabella, be akways ready to 
give you Satisfaction. 


SALMON . e 


Tur Courier had arriv'd with theſe Diſpatehes but 
a ſhort time before he obtain'd Permiſſion to leave the 
Camp, and came to Languedoc, unexpected by every 
body but Jabella and Mariana. Immediately he ſent 
a Meſſenger to the Caſtle ds Mayrand, to inform the 
Counteſs of his Return, and defire Permiſſion to viſit 
her : The Perſon who was truſted with. this Commiſſion 
was a Man of Wit, and one in whom Sa/mony put an 
entire Confidence ; he therefore gave him Orders to 


ſpeak to {/abella allo, and to obſerve what Effect this 


News produc'd both on the one and the other. 

Mapan de Mayrand was very much ſurpriſed, and 
had enough to do to conceal the Diſquiet it gave her ; 
but as ſhe could not. refuſe ſeeing the Count, ſhe an- 
ſwer'd, that he knew very well he had no need of that 
Ceremony to introduce him there, As for 1/abe//a, be 
- receiv 
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received this Meſſenger with ſo perfect a Joy, that Sa/. 
mony at his Return was convinced he had nothing to fear 
on her Part. The ſame Day he went to the Caſtle ge 
Mayraxd, and was treated by the Counteſs with a 
Coldneſs, which not all her Civilities could hinder from 
being viſible ; but whatever Damp that might give him, 
the firſt Looks of HV abella re- animated him in ſuch a 
manner, That he knew no Bounds to the Exceſs of 
his Love and Joy. 

H found her Beauty ſo improved, that he con- 
templated her for ſome time with Admiration ; and 
theſe two Years of Abſence had ſo much added to his 
manly Graces, that Habella beheld him not with leſs 
Wonder. Theſe faithful Lovers entertain'd each other 
with ſuch an unfeigned Tenderneſs, as left neither un- 
convinc'd that Death alone could divide them. 

Bor though the Count dz Salmony had appeared to 
give all his Admiration to the Object of his Love, yet 
could he not be inſenfible of Delight, to ſee his charm- 
ing Siſter arrived at ſuch Perfe&ion, as nothing but a 
Brother, or a Perſon ſtrongly prepoſſeſs'd with another 
Paſſion, could behold without Tranſport : And theſe 
three Perſons inſpired by Love and Friendſhip, and 
poſſeſſing all the Qualities which could endear them-to 


each other, paſs'd ſome Hours together in ſo ſweet a 


1 as made them forget they had any thing 

to fear. , 

Tus Sun giving place to eneroaching Darkneſs, the 
Count took his leave of the Counteſs, without ſeemin 
to have remarked any Change in her Behaviour, 
return'd to the Caſtte of Salmony, where he paſs'd the 
Night with more Tranquility than he had done many 
preceding ones. 

Tus News of his Return being ſpread abroad, his 

Waking was attended by a great Number of Viſiters, 

all the young Nobility of Languedoc coming to pay 
their Compliments to him, to offer him their Service, 
and to condole with him for the Death. of his Father. 
He had no ſooner diſengaged himſelf from theſe Civi- 
lities, which have generally more of Form than Since- 
| | rity 
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. rity in them, than he perceived Hautzrive on Horſe- 
back, coming up the Hill that Jed to his Caſtle, and 
ſoon after ſaw him alight at the Gate. He could not 
avoid ſome Surprize at the Sight of ſo unexpected a 
Gueſt ; but being prepared ſoꝶ every thing, he attend- 
ed the Event without any Emotions. » 5 
HAUTERIFY E had no ſooner enter'd the Room, 
than he ran to embrace the Count with open Arms, 
and all the Tokens of a moſt perfect Amity : Behold, 
{aid he to him, this Rival, who, in ſpite of you, will 
be your Friend, and who gives up his Heart to you, 
with a Sincerity worthy of a happier Fate than what 
his cruel Stars ordain! This Manner of Behaviour had * 
in it ſomething ſo noble, that the Count thought it 
his Duty to anſwer with the ſame Cordialneſs. You 


* 


are well aſſured, reply'd he, that a Proceeding ſuch as 


yours cannot but attract an extreme Conſideration on 
my Part; believe alſo that I am as ſenſible of it as I 
onght, or you can wiſh, and that on any other Motive 
than the Poſſeſſion of 1/abel/a, I ſhould readily yield 
to you. 

Axp as for me, reſumed Hauterive, going back 
ſome Steps, and looking attentively on him, I find you 
ſo worthy of her, that ſhould any other dare to diſpute 
with you the Attainment of her, I would uſe him as 
my moſt mortal Enemy. Pity me therefore, continued 
he, who have ſuch Sentiments, yet am unable to van- 
guiſh a Paſſion which I know diveſts them of all their 
Merit to your Friendihip. No, replied Salmony, taking 
him by the Hand, and making him fit down, 1 fin 
by the Emotions you have inſpired me with, that "tis 
not impoſſible for a generous Heart to love the Man 
who would deſtroy its Peace. 

HAUTERIVE then recounted to him the Begin- 
ning, and the little Progreſs, of his Love, in Terms ſo 
touching and ſo truly picturing the State of his Soul, 
from which Hope was entirely baniſh'd, that Salmony 
could not liſten without Regret ; but reflecting it was 
his Rival who addreſs'd thoſe Complaints to him, he 
found it ſo extraordinary, that he could not forbear 

| ſmiling : 
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ſmiling : Nothing ſure, ſaid he, is more aſtoniſhing 
than that being your Rival, and fo lately brought to 
look on you as a Friend, that you will compel me alſo 
to become your Confidant. It is yet more ſtrange, 
replied the other, that Fſhould be yours: I have only 
Diſdain, Rigour, and Deſpair to inform you of, and 
is ſufficient Conſolation for the Trouble I give you: 
But with what Daggers muſt my Soul be pierced, when 

ou relate what paſſes in your Interviews with 1/abella? 
The mutual Love, the Ardour, the interchang d Vows 
of everlaſting Fidelity] Ah my dear Count, vouchſafe 
to liſten to my Complaints, ſince they can be no Pre- 
judice to you. | 

HAUTERIVE pronounced theſe Words with a 

Look, in which Deſpair was painted in ſuch lively Co- 
lours, that the Count entreated him with a ſerious Air, 
to be aſſured that he would always be tender of his 
Peace. And to put in practice what he had ſaid, he 
immediately changed the Diſcourſe, and became ſuch 
entertaining Company, that the other, charm'd with 
the Pleaſure of his Converſation, almoſt forgot his Love 
and his Deſpair. Sa/mony would not ſuffer him to de- 
part, and tarrying with him two Days, in that time 
theſe generous Rivals found ſo much Merit in each 
other, that the Pity of the one greatly increaſed, and 
the Envy of the other diminiſh'd. * 


1 


URANIA was in this Part cf her Hiſtory, when 
a Perſon defiring to ſpeak to her on ſome domeſtic 
Affair, ſhe deſired the Company would entertain them- 
felyes till her Return, which ſhe aſſured them ſhould be 
in a ſhort time : But that Promiſe could not hinder 
them from feeling the utmoſt Impatience for the Sequel 
of an Adventure, the Beginning of which fill'd them 
with an Expectation of ſomething very extraordinary. 


F 


The End of the firſt Part. 


La Belle Afſemblee.. 


— 


— — 


PART H. 


—— — 


\EESACRRANTA being returned, and perceiv- 
; | 8 ing this amiable Society were prepared 
4 co give the utmoſt Attention to what ſhe 
> had to deliver, immediately ſat down; 
ii and without waiting till it ſhould be re- 
queſted, renewed her Diſcourſe in this manner. 


The Sequel of the Hiſtory of the Count 
DE SALMONY, and Madamoiſelle DE 


MayRaND. 


N the third Day theſe friendly Rivals left the 
Caſtle of Salmony, to make a Viſit to 7/abella ; 
who, extremely ſurprized to ſee them together, gave 
them a very different Reception: To Hauterive ſhe 
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paid thoſe Civilities his Quality demanded from 
— but addreſſing herſelf to Salmony, with an Air 


full of Sweetneſs, began to reproach him tenderly for 
Having given ſo much of that Time to his Friends, 
- Which he knew was ſo valuable to her: And the Count 


excuſed himſelf by telling her, that all thoſe Occupa- 


tions which detain'd him from her, ferv'd only to 


heighten his Deſire of ſecing her, and feeling the Bleſ- 


fing in a more elevated Manner, when at liberty to 


enjoy it. Hauterive, to whom this manner of enter- 
taining each other gave Waunds more terrible than 
the ſharpeſt Weapon could have done, entreated they 
would accompany him to the Apartment of Madam 
the Counteſs de Mayrand. Neither of them could 
well refuſe this Propoſal ; but Salmony, in giving hi 
Hand to Jabella, teſtified by a Look, that he —_— 
this Interview would have ſomething extraordinary 


in it; nor was he deceived in his Conjecture: They 


had no ſooner approached the Counteſs, than, Madam, 
ſaid Hauterive to her, you ſee before you two Rival:, 


who, without ceaſing to be Friends, entreat your Per- 


miſhon to adore the incomparable /abe//a. I know 


the Count ſtands in no Need of | ſuch a Petition, his 


Services have been long ſince accepted, nor do I hope 
to have any Advantage over him: All I deſire is to 
prove my Conſtancy not leſs firm, my Love not leſs 
violent, and my Submiſhon not leſs reſign'd to the di- 
vine Will of her-who charms us both, than his have 
been. Tho? I might be diſpenſed with, rejoin'd the 
Count, from the ration I am about to make, Ja- 
bella having been promiſed to me from her Infancy, 
the Reſpect I have for her will not ſuffer me to diſpute 
my Right when it ſhall be contrary to her Inclination : 
She is therefore at full Liberty to chuſe between us: 
and if the ſuperior Merits of my Rival are of more 
Force than the Commands-of a Father in my Favour, 
and my own repeated Proofs of an inviolable Fidelity, 
1 ſhall ſubmit to ber Decree without murmuring, tho 
I cannot without dying. | 


Vor 


— 
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Vo both do too much Honour to 1/abel/la, reply'd 
the Counteſs ; if ſhe was Miſtreſs of herſelf, I doubt 
not but the Equality of your Merits would render it 
difficult for her to decide between you. Tis true, her 
Father had ſome Deſigns of giving her to Count Sal- 
mony ; but had he lived, there is more than a bare 
Probability he would have chang'd his Mind. It was 
the Diſcretion of 7/abe/la which obliged her to conform 
to his Will; but he being no more, the ſame Diſcre- 
tion muſt teach her to ſubmit to the Will of thoſe who 
repreſent him, and who have now his Authority over 
her. It is not for Perſons of her Condition to be guided 
by their own Inclination, which too often blinds them 
in the Choice of a Huſband ; and it is their Duty, Wiſ⸗ 
dom, and indeed their Intereſt, to have no Wiſhes but 
{ach as are firſt formed by thoſe who have the Right of 
diſpoſing them. 

ISABELLA eaſily perceiving to what End this Diſ- 
courſe tended, and that Madam de Mayrand was go- 
ing to declare for Hauterive, took the Liberty of in- 
terrupting her in theſe Terms: I ſhall never heſitate; 
Madam, ſaid ſhe, with an Air modeſt, but at the ſame 
time reſolv'd, to conform myſelf to the Will of my 
Family, in things where my Intereſt is common with 
theirs : But in this Affair I think myſelf the only Per- 
ſon concerned ; all the Repoſe of my whole Life de- 
pends upon it, and I hope your Pardon when I ſay, 
that this is too tender a Motive to be ſubjugated to 
the Pleaſure of another. I bluſh not to confels I love 
the Count de Salmony, tis an Affection that has grown 
up with me almoſt from my Infancy, authoriz'd by 
the Command of my Father, by your own, and by 
the Conſtancy and reiterated Services of that deſerving 
Chevalier, whom, for a long Series of Years, I have re- 
garded as my Huſband, you as a Son, while Hanterive 
was never thought on. If it is not for Perſons of my 
Condition to follow our Inclinations, it is yet leſs be- 
coming us to violate our Promiſes : Honour and Juſtice 
ought to be the Guides of all ſorts of People, but much 
more are they to be held ſacred by us, whoſe Actious 
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ſerye as an Example to all beneath us; and Tmuſt avow, 
Chat were it poſſible for me to eſtrange my Heart from 
tim it has ſo long been accuſtom'd to love, I never 
could be brought to break my Faith where it has been 
fo ſolemnly given. 

Tx1s courageous Reply touch'd Madam de May- 
rand to the quick; ſhe was about to make a Return to 
it, in a manner which would have made her Grand- 
daughter know the Power ſhe had over her, and which 
ſhe would exert ; when Hauterive, perceiving her In- 
tention, prevented her, by ſaying, There is nothing, 
Madam, in the divine Jabella's Diſcourſe that is not 
too juſt to give Offence to Perſons ſenſible what Love 
and Honour enjoin;z and in ſpite of the Deſpair it cauſes 
in me, obliges me to confeſs I ſhould think her leſs 

worthy the Dbſime Paſſion I have for her, had ſhe any 


Sentiments different from thoſe ſhe has declared. I de- 
fire not, continued he, with a deep Sigh, that ſhe 
ſhould be conſtrained in her Choice; all I aſk, is Per- 
miſſion to adore her, and to be allow'd ſo much time 
to teſtify my Conſtancy, as may aſſure her that nothing 


is capable of changing it. 

You ſhall have all that you think neceſſary, ſaid the 
Counteſs ; for I here declare, that if Jabella conſents 
not to be yours, ſhe never ſhall be the Count's, till you 
approve ſhe ſhould be ſo, In ſpeaking theſe Words 
ſhe roſe, and paſſing haſtily to her Cloſet, left them at 
Liberty to praiſe her Conduct, or to complain of it, 
according as they were agitated by their different Sen- 

To have the Power of defering our Happineſs, ſaid 
Iſabella to Hauterive, is methinks, but a mean Con- 
ſolation for you, ſince it will only give you an Oppor- 
tunity of beholding every Day freſh Marks of our Fi- 
delity. That deſpairing Lover was incapable of making 
any Anſwer to theſe Words; and the Count de Sal- 
mony, though he had reſolved todo as little as was poſ- 
fible to enhance the Grief of his Rival, had now not 
Power to retain that generous Determination; but 

throwing himſelf at the Feet of Jabella the mens 
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the Counteſs had left the Room, thank'd the Charmer 
of his Soul for the Declaration ſhe had made in his 
Favour, in Words ſo full of Extaſy, that it ſeem'd as 
if he had been doubtful of his Happineſs till that Mo- 
ment. | | 

HAUTERIFE had his Eyes fix'd on them with ſo 
mournful an Earneſtneſs, that the beautiful Mariana, 
who was with the Counteſs when they enter d, and had 
been preſent during this Scene, was touch'd with the 
moſt tender Concern ; and well knowing what had put 
him in this State, could not forbear interrupting a Con · 
tentment which ſhe ſaw gave him ſo much Pain. She 
ran to J/abella, and embracing her, told her ſhe muſt 
thank her in her Turn, ſince it could not be expected 
but that ſhe was deeply intereſted in all that concerned 
her Brother. This Action obliging the Count to riſe 
from the Poſture he had been in, and turning towards 
Hauterive, he beheld him rather as a Man dead than 
living; and upbraiding himſelf for having been the 

Cauſe, by the unwary Rapture to which he had given 
a Looſe, he took him in his Arms, crying. My dear 
and generous Rival, pardon a Lover, who, in his 
% Exceſs of Happineſs, forgot every thing.“ 

Ir is eaſy for me to pardon your Forgetfulneſs of me, 
reply'd Hauterive, ſince I have forgot myſelf in a con- 
trary Emotion. Ceaſe then, ſaid Jſabella, to proſe- 
cute the Cauſe of it, deſiſt from ſeeing Objects which 
can never but contribute to your Deſpair. Content 
yourſelf with knowing that I feel for you all that Friend- 
ſhip can inſpire ; and as your Virtue enables you to love 
your Rival, let it alſo ſerve you to overcome a Paſſion 
ſo deſtructive to your own Peace, and ſo great an Ob- 
ſtacle to the Happineſs of thoſe who are ſo dear to-yob. 

A Passion, Madam, anſwer d he, which owes its 
Birth to you, is not ſo eaſily extinguiſn'd. That very 
Virtue in you which deſtroys my Hopes, inflames my 
Wiſhes ; and that which is in myſelf, ſerves but to 
make me more wretched, by teaching me how juſt it 
is to adore you; no, I can die, but never can ceaſe 
to loye you. Theſe Words were accompany d with a 
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SGeſture full of Deſpair ; which not being able to com- 


mand, he went out of the Room, without permitting 
the Count to attend him even to the Door, and imme- 


| diately took Horſe, and left the Caſtle de Mayrand. 


Born Jabella and the Count were ſenſibly touch'd 
with his Condition; but as the Misfortunes of a Ri- 
val ſerve only to increaſe the Happineſs of a Lover be- 
lov'd, how generous ſoever ; Salmony could not grieve 


for thoſe of Hauterive, any farther than he was com- 


pell'd to do ſo by the Nobleneſs of his Nature: And 
his own Joy ſoon ſurmounting all other Conſiderations, 


he again indulg'd' the Tranſport of his Soul, and paſs'd 


the Remainder of the Day in a Satisfaction which he 
alone could be able to expreſs. 

Bur it was not ſo with Madam de Mayrand, the 
Courage and Reſolution of 1/abe/la had extremely diſ- 
pleas'd her: In the firſt Emotions of her Rage, ſhe 
was about to forbid the Count de Salmony the Sight of 
his adorable Miſtreſs from that Moment ; but as ſhe had 
a great Share of good Senſe and Honour, tho' both 
at this time were blinded by the exceſſive Wealth of 
Hauterive, ſhe reflected that ſhe could not treat de 
Salmony in that manner, without incurring the juſt Re- 
proackes of the whole World ; and therefore contented 
himſelf with this Conſolation, that the time allow'd 
him to be abſent from his Regiment would ſhortly be 
expired, and that then ſhe ſhould be at full Liberty to 
bend the Mind of //abe//a, which ſtill ſhe deſpaired not 
of doing, when he ſhould be removed. 

Tur Count de Salmony, on the other hand, know- 


ing his Reſidence in that Country could be but for a 


ſhort time, omitted not a Day paying his Viſits to Ja- 
Bella: The diſconſolate Hauterive came hither too 
ſometimes ; but theſe tender Lovers were ſo cautious 


. In their Behaviour in his Preſence, that he had nothing 


to complain of, but his own ill Fate, in compellin 
him to interrupt the Happineſs of thoſe whom, coul 
it have been purchaſed any other way, he would have 
given the beſt Part of his Blood. He would frequently 
utter Words to this Effect; which his Proceedings 
p | leaving 
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leaving no room to doubt the Truth of, made a very 
great Impreſſion on all who heard them. | 
Bur of all who knew the ſad Situation of his Heart, + 

none was ſo ſenſibly affected with it as Mariana: She 
could not forbear avowing her Concern, and one Day, 
in the Preſence of her Brother, ſhe ſaid to 1/abel/a, that 
ſhe thought Fate was extremely unjuſt to the Merits of 
Hauterive, and that ſo many Perfections as he was 
Maſter of, ought to have intitled him rather to the ut- 
moſt Felicities, than the Misfortunes he had but too 
much Reaſon to complain of. 

' How, Siſter, reply'd the Count, does the ill For- 
-tune of my Rival occaſion in you-more Regret, than 
my Happineſs gives you Pleaſure ; would you buy his 
Contentment at the Price of my Life ? No, certainly, 
cry'd ſhe ; and if I offer up any Prayers to Heaven for 
him, it is not for what would oppoſe your Satisfac- 
tion. Bat how is it poſlible, again demanded he, that 
you can wiſh his Happineſs, without deſiring my Ruin? 
Very eafily, reſum'd ſhe, with the molt charming 
Sprightlineſs : I wiſh that he might ceaſe to love Ja- 
bella, and that his Heart might be inſpired with a 
Paſſion for ſome other, who, by being unprepoſleſs'd, 
might know what is the Due of Merits ſuch as his. 
She had no ſooner ſpoke theſe Words, than her whole 
Face was tinctur'd with a roly Hue; which Jabella 
perceiving, and a thouſand things occurring that Mo- 
ment to her Remembrance, teſtifying the Concern this 
young Beauty had expreſs'd for the Sufferings of Hau- 
terive, made her preſently aſſured ſhe took a greater 
Intereſt in his Fortune, than poſſibly ſhe was herſelf 
yet ſenſible of; and looking earneſtly on her, No Per- 
ſon in the World, ſaid ſhe, is more capable to inſpire 
him with ſuch Sentiments than yourſelf, my dear Ma- 
riana ; and I am perſuaded, that if he knew the leaſt 
of 8 thoſe he has for me would immediately 

. vaniſh, | 

_ Bucavse I bluſh, reply'd Mariana, ſmiling, you 
imagine preſently that you read in my Heart things 
which are not there. Hut I aſſure you, I am very far 
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from feeling for him any Part of that Attachment I foe 
between my Brother and you; however, I do not be- 
lieve you will blame me for confefling, that his uncom- 
mon Merits have made me ſet a higher Value on him, 
than any Man I have yet ſeen. 

No, cry'd the Count, and I ſhould believe there 
was nothing wanting to my Happineſs, could I once 
behold you the Object of his Deſires. This was not 
the only Converſation they had on this Subject; and 
the beautiful Mariana, by being accuſtomed to hear 
the two Perſons in the World moſt dear to her, wiſh 
ſhe might make an Impreſſion on Hauterive, became 
inſenfibly to wiſh it herſelf, and, in ſine, to know that 
was Love, which ſhe had till now taken only for 
Efteem. | 

BuT now the Time prefix'd for the Departure of 
Salmony approach d, and the Thoughts of it antici- 
pated the Melancholy ſuch a Separation muſt naturally 
occaſion. The Cpunteſs ſaw the with'd-for Moment 
with Joy, Hauterive without Hope, and the two 
Lovers with an inexpreſſible Grief ; but Fate was pre- 

ing for them ſomething more terrible, and one 
Night made a cruel Change in the Deſigns of both the 
one and the other. 1 

A Man named Gaſa, born at Marſeilles, who had 
been formerly a Domeſtic of the Count de Mayrand, 
being ſome time ſince taken Priſoner by a Corſair of 
 Mojer, found his Captivity ſo rigorous, that, to relieve 
Himſelf from it, he renounc'd the Chriſſias Faith, and 
embrac'd that of the Mabamatan. This Apoſtacy ren- 
der'd him fo dear to his Patron, that from his Servant 
he became his Friend, and was made by him Com- 
mander of a Veſſel: He went ſeveral Voyages, and 
returned with great Succeſs, cruizing about the Coaſts 
Bi} of Provence and Languedoc ; which Ports he was per- 
i | ſectly acquainted with. Being to go out again, he be- 


| thought. himſelf of the Caſtle & Mayrand, in which 
| he had ſo long lived. He doubted not of gaining a 


| conſiderable Booty, in caſe he could ſurprize it; and 
| ' remembring the Avenue to it from the Sea, he —m_— | 
| i | er 
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under the Shelter of the Night ; and poſting ſome Men 


well arm'd at convenient Diſtances, to give notice of 


the Approach of any body that way, went directly to 


the great Gate, accompanied by thirty of his Crew, 
Wretches ſtanch in Murder, and who by a long Habit & 
of Cruelty, had thrown off all that was.humane m 


them. 

Tue Caſtle, tho“ well defended from Robbers on 
all the other Sides, was little fortify'd towards the Sea, 
as apprehending no Danger from that Quarter ; and this 
bloody Band eaſily forced their Way into the outer 
Court, where ſome of the Servants being lodged, had 


their Throats cut, without the leaſt Warning of their 


Fate. All within the inner Apartments were buried in 
the moſt profound Sleep, when the Noiſe the Aſſailants 
made in entering, awaked them in a Fright which 1s 
not to be deſcribed : The wicked Gaſa flew directly to 
the Chamber where lay the Counteſs, and having ſe- 
cured her, proceeded to that of 7/abella and Mariana, 
chaining all thoſe Ladies, with fifteen Women Attend- 
ants : After having murder'd all the Male Domeſtics. 
they plunder'd the Caſtle of every thing that was valu- 
able in it, laying the rich Furgiture on Horſes, which 
they provided themſelves with out of the Stables; and 
then, with their Priſoners and Booty, took their way 
to the Sea-ſide, where lay the Veſſel; in which they 
embark'd with the utmoſt Expedition. 

Nor were they a Moment too ſoon in the Diſpatch 
of this villanous Enterprize : A Shepherd who was 
watching his Flock on a high Mountain near the Caſtle 
de Mayrand, perceived in the Cloſe of the Day, a Veſ- 
ſe] riding near the Coaſt, as did alſo the Watchman be- 
longing to the Caſtle ; but both the one and the other 


miltook it for a Bark belonging to Fiſhermen, till the 


Noiſe of forcing the Gates being heard by the Shep- 
herd, made him fuſpe& ſome Part of the Truth; on 
which he ran immediately to the Caftle % Salmory, 


and awaked the Count, letting him know the Cauſe of 
this Intruſion. 
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Tuo' it was impoſſible for him to comprehend the 
was in any Danger, was ſufficient to animate a Lover 
ſo faithful as Salmony; he preſently had all his Men 
in Arms, and well mounted, he rode, or rather flew to 
the Caſtle de Mayrand, where the frightful Solitude, 
the Carnage, and the ſtripp'd Chambers informed him 
but too fully of his Misfortune ; he waſted not the 
Time, however, in unavailing Complaint, but ran to 
the Sea-fide, where he arriv'd the very Moment thoſe 
Wretches had weighed anchor. The Dawn of Day 
rendering Objects diſtinguiſhable, he there beheld the 
Ladies on the Deck; and being near enough to have 
his Voice heard, he cried out to Gaſa to releaſe the 
Priſoners, and he ſhould make his own Terms for their 
Ranſom. | 
Bur ſuch Offers, tho' made by the Count in the pre- 


ſent Diſtraction of his Soul, could not expect to be re- 


ceived ; Gaſa knew very well, that had he turned 
back, the Ranſom of his Priſoners muſt have been a 
Gibbet for himſelf and Followers, and therefore gave 
no other Anſwer to the Words of Sa/mony, than a Diſ- 
charge of his Guns, with which two of the Perſons 
who had accompany'd the Count, were kill'd, and kim- 
ſelf receiv d a Bullet in his Shoulder; which made him 
fall motionleſs, and, in all Appearance, dead. The 
Cries which Jabella and Mariana ſent forth at this 
Spectacle, would have touch'd any Hearts except thoſe 
who had now the Diſpoſal of them: but theſe Barka- 
rians were inflexible to all, and the Winds favouring 
the proſperous Miſchief, ſo fill'd their Sails, that they 
ſoon loſt Sight of Languedoc. 

Tus Troops of Count Salmony, perceiving there was 
no Remedy for this Misfortune, bent their whole Cares 
for his Recovery, who they found was not dead: And 


- having carry'd him to the Caſtle de Mayrand, the Sur- 


geons Who dreſs'd his Wound told them, there was 

et no certain Judgment to be form'd concerning the 
88 of it; but they were the more apprehenſive, 
when having recover d him from the Swoon he had 
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long uin in, he fell into ſuch, violent Tranſports of 


mingled Grief and Rage, as might have been able of 
themſelves to have deſtroyed his Life without the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of ſo terrible a Hurt. 

Tu1s unhappy Accident being ſoon divulged, there 
ſeemed to be a Strife between all the Nobility and Gen- 
try of thoſe Parts, who ſhould moſt contribute to give 
him Conſolation in ſo ſad an Exigence ; but he who 
bore the Prize was Hauterive. This Friend and Rival 


quitted him neither Night nor Day, adminiſtring to 


him every thing he took with his own Hand, and 
omiting nothing for the Re-eſtabliſhment both of his 
Mind and Body, that could be expected from the moſt. 


tender Brother. Salmony found himſelf under ſuch 


Obligations to his zealous Cares, that tho* he wiſh'd 
to die, he could not be ſo ungrateful as to attempt any 
thing which ſhould render them fruitleſs ; and when- 
ever overcome by the Violence of his Deſpair, he would 
refuſe thoſe Things which were neceſſary for the Reco- 
very of his Health, You muſt live, my dear Count ! ſaid 


Hauterive, yoù mult live to deliver 1/abe//a, and to 


receive the Crown of your Fidelity, by a happy Mar- 


the Endeavours of the unfortunate Hauterive. 

You flatter me with Hopes, replied Salmony, with 
a Voice all languiſhing, which my Reaſon will not per- 
mit me to entertain; but ſince my Life is neceſſary to 
enable me to return ſome Part of the Favours you have 


confer'd on me, do with me what you pleaſe, I conſent 


to prolong a Breath which brings no other Advantage 
with it, than the Pleaſure of obliging you. | 
"Twas in this manner theſe generous Rivals teſti- 
fied the mutual Regard they had for each other, which 
by the Novelty. of it ſurprized and charmed all who 
were Witneſſes of it, during the firſt Days of Sal/mony's 
Indiſpoſition; but when he was thought out of Dan- 


ger, and appear'd ſomething more tranquil in his Mind 


than he had been; he took any Opportunity of commu- 


nicating to him a Deſign he had formed ; and fitting on 


the Bed-fide by him: As 8 in a Condit 
| | 5 | to 


_ riage with her; and you muſt alſo live to acknowledge 
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to travel, my dear Salmony, ſaid he, and, according to 
all Appearance, cannot be of a long Time, I have re- 
ſolved to take a Voyage for the Delivery of Jſabella; 
and have already wrote to the Court, to obtain Per- 
miſſion to leave the Kingdom for ſome Months ; which 
as I doubt not of procuring, I have regulated my Af. 
fairs in ſuch a manner, as will enable me to redeem 
Madam and Mademoiſelle 4e Mayrand, with your 
charming Siſter, and all the — . taken from this 
Caſtle. I ſhould have been glad you could have been 
Partner in this Voyage ; but as that is impoſſible, you 
muſt reſolve to ſee me go without you, as ſoon as I re- 
ceive an Anſwer from the Court: But be aſſured that I 
Mall take no Advantage from the Service I am going to 
render abella, nor will even mention my unhappy Paſ- 
Bon till I have reſtored her to the full Liberty of pur- 
ſuing her Inclinations. This I ſwear by every thing a 
Man of Honour has to hope or fear ; and I flatter my- 
felf that you have a good Opinion enough of me to give 
Credit to my Faith, when ſo ſolemnly given. 

Taz Count was ſo charmed with this Reſolution of 
Hauterive, and the delightful Hope of ſeeing Habella 
again, that for ſome Moments he forgot it was to his 

*Rival he was to owe the Obligation ; and looking on 
him, on this Occaſion, only as the deareſt of his Friends, 
he thanked him a thouſand Times over, for having 
taking ſach a Reſolution, and as often conjured him to 
let nothing prevent the Execution of it. 

A reEw Days ſucceeding this, in which Haurerive 
had declared his Intention, he received an Anſwer from 
the Court, with Permiſſion to go whereſoever he pleaſ- 
'ed. Having ſettled every thing beforehand, he depart- 
ed immediately, taking leave of no Perſon but the Count 

de Salmony, who embraced him tenderly with theſe 
Words: I have a thouſand. things within me, ftrug- 
gling for Vent, ſaid he ; but I cannot reſolve to ſuſpect 
your Friendſhip, or your Honour. I underſtand you, 
replied Hauterive ; you fear to exact too much from 
your unhappy Friend; but I beg you, for the fake of 
your own Repoſe, as well as for that of the —_ 
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would maintain in your Heart, to reſt ſecure that I wifl 
act in every thing as a Perſon no more intereſted in the 
Freedom of Habella, than that of Madam de May- 
rand, or your Siſter the beautiful Mariana. After 
this they embraced a ſecond time, and Hauterive be- 
gan his Journey to Marſeilles, where he was obliged 
to wait a conſiderable time for his Paſſport; They 
told him here, that there was a Jew at Leghern, to 
whom the Regent of A/gier, had given a great Number 
of blank Paſſports to he filled up at his Diſcretion ; he 
was therefore adviſed to go directly thither. Accord- 
ingly he embarked, and had a very ſhort and fortunate 
Paſſage : At his Arrival he was ſoon conducted to the 
Houle of Sacerdoty, where he acquainted him with 
his Name, Quality, and the Motives of his Voyages 
The Few liſten'd with Attention, and having accepted 
all that the Generoſity of Hauterive offered him, aſ- 
ſured him of doing every thing in his Power to facili- 
tate his Enterprize. As a Proof of what he had ſaid; 
he immediately gave him the Paſſport he defired, 
accompanied with Letters to the Regent of Algier, a 
to ſeveral Correſpondents he -had in that Place: 
And having fortunately a Ship juſt ready to ſet fail, 
Hauterive embraced the lucky Opportunity, and the 
Wind ſerving, went aboard the next Day: 

Bur while the Intereſts of Habella thus employed 
her Lover, that unhappy Lady was in Difficulties more 
dreadful than could be imagined either by Hauterive 
or de Salmony, The perfdious Ga/a well knowing all 
this illuſtrious Family, retdined ſome kind of Confidera« 
tion for them, never ſeparating abe/la and Mariana 
from the Counteſs de Mayrand, and treated them with 
more Reſpe& than could be expected from a Man of 
his Profeſſion ; but tis more than probable this Beha- 
viour was excited leſs by Good-nature than his own 
Intereſt, the Grief of theſe Ladies being ſo violent, 
that he juſtly feared Death would deprive him of the 
— Sums he expected to get for the Diſpoſal of 

m, and therefore endeavoured by all the Means he 
could, to render their Captivity leſs irkfome, during their 

; G6 - Voyage, 
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Voyage; deſigning to expoſe them to Sale, as ſoon as 
they ſhould arrive at Algier: But, in ſpite of all his 
Care, the Counteſs was ſeized with a Malady which 
made all about her juſtly deſpair ſhe would be ible, 
conſidering how far ſhe was advanced in Years, ever to 
recover. As the two young Beauties were_one Day 
weeping by her; Ceaſe to lament, ſaid ſhe, tis I who 
am the Cauſe of your Misfortunes : *Tis for this I have 
drawn down the Wrath of Heaven on me, and tis 
for that I am every Moment reproaching myſelf.—— 
I would have tore you from the deſerving, the faithful 
Salmony ; I contrived all manner of Impediments to 
art you, when I ſhould have contributed to your 
Union in purſuance of your Father's Will, and my own 
| Promiſe. —- 'Tis a Happineſs I now deſpair of, 
| ſeeing Death will ſhortly take from me the Power. 
But as for you, hope every thing from the protecting 
Hand of Heaven, ſomething within informs me that 
Selmaoxy is ſtill living; and, if ſo, I doubt not but he 
will ſoon find the Means of redeeming you. I defire 
no more than to be forgiven. This Tenderneſs, and 
the ſad Condition Madam the Counteſs was in, made 
abella and Mariana almoſt diſſolve in Tears; they 
did every thing in their Power to conſole her, but in 
vain z and ſhe died when they were in Sight of Algier, 
leaving theſe young Ladies ſo wholly taken up with 
Grief for her Loſs, as for a while made them forget 
even the Horror of the Captivity they were going to 
enter into, and the juſt Apprehenſions of what Treat- 
ment they might find from thoſe Barbatians. 

Bz1nc landed in Algier, the cruel Gaſa, without the 
Teaſt Remorſe for what he had done, or was about to 
do, expoſed to Sale the two beautiful Slaves, and re- 
ceived for them a very conſiderable Sum of a young 
Turk, call'd Zelim, Son of a Renegado of Provence; 
which Country daily ſends forth ſo many Apoſtates 
from the Chri/tian Faith, that nothing is more com- 
mon than to hear the very Children, when chaſtiſed by 
their Parents, cry they will go. to Tu-4y, and be made 
Mahometan ; and this they frequently do. "y 
=; had | ZELIM 
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-*ZELIM found ſo many Charms in his fair Slaves, 
that he repented not of the Purchaſe he had made; 
and judging by their Air and Deportment that they 
were Perſons of Quality, cauſed them to be treated 
with. Reſpect. He had placed them in a Houſe which 
his Father had built after the manner of the modern 
Architecture, and had every thing about it tg render 
it pleaſant and commodious ; here he placed Perſons to 
attend them, and gave ſtrit Orders that nothing but 
Liberty ſhould be refuſed them. As he was of a Diſ- 
poſition more humane than moſt of his Country, and 
alſo expected a very great Ranſom for them, he was 
ſenſibly affected with their Griefs, and permitted them 
to write to their Friends. Theſe Letters were ſent by 
the way of Leghorn, and happened to be directed to 
the Care of that ſame Jew to whom e had 
addreſs'd himſelf. | _—_— 

MADEMOISELLES de Mayrand and de Salmony be- 
gan now to think their Captivity would not be fo ri- 
gorous as they had apprehended ; and this good Uſage 
of Zelim's would very much have abated their Melan- 
choly, could they have entertain'd the leaſt Hope of 
the Count being ſtill number'd with the Living : But 
as often as they reflected on his Death, and the Man- 
ner of it, they relapſed into the moſt violent Deſpair, 
eſpecially //abe//a; ſo much is Love above Nature, 
that it compelled her to ſay, if Sa/mony were dead, ſhe 
wiſh'd not to be relieved from Slavery ; for Liberty 
had nothing in it could allay her Sorrows for ſo terri- 
ble a Loſs. But whatever her Paſſion might at that 
time ſuggeſt, ſhe was ſoon after of a contrary Opinion, 
and thought nothing ſo great an Evil as being in the 
Power of Zelim. 

Tuis Tark could not ſo frequently gaze on the 
Beauties of 1/abel/a, without feeling their ordinary 
Effect; and if his Pity, join'd to the Self-intereſt of 
mms the Lives of two ſuch illuſtrious Captives, 

before made him treat them with all kind of Indul- 
* and Reſpect, a ſtronger and a more violent Paſ- 
now obliged him to ſtudy nothing but che Meang 
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of the adorable /@be/la. But as he loved, he 
alſo reſpected her, and that RefpeR kept him from de- 
Charing himſelf too ſuddenly. He therefore ſought firſt 
to engage her Friendſhip and Eſteem by magnificent 
Preſents, Treats, Balls, Muſic, and whatever he thought 
might charm the Senſe of this young Beauty: In fine, 
the Aſhgluities he paid, were ſuch as might eaſily be 
ſuſpected from what Source they ſprang. Mariana, 
as moſt at liberty to examine them, perceived it firſt, 
and having made //abe/le Partaker of her Conjectures, 
that reſolute Lady was moſt cruelly alarmed, but took 
a ſolemn Vow, rather to kill herſelf than ſuffer the leaſt 
Indignity to be offered to her Honour. Nor was it 
long before ſhe found that ſhe Rood in need of all her 
Courage; for Zelim perceiving his Gallantries had but 
little determined to diſcover his Paſſion more 
plainly, imagining that every thing might be permit- 
him with a Slave, and condemning his own Timi- 
dity, which had fo long reſtrained his Tongue. With 
this Intention he went one Day to their Apartment, 
and looking on Habella wich Eyes in which 'ewas eaſy 
to read what paſs'd in his Heart, I repent, ſaid he, 
that I permitted you to write for your Ranſom, fince, 
were the Treaſures of all France offer d me in Ex- 
change for you, they would not have Power enough 
to prevail on me to reſtore you. Nay, continued be, 
T am fo far from being able to live without you, that 
Ia reſolved to make you mine by Marriage. I flat- 
ter myſelf ſuch a Propoſal will not be diſagreeable to 
- you: I have Riches ſufficient. to put you in Poſſeſſion 
of every thing you can defire, and Love enough to 
make you the entire Miſtreſs of all J have. 

Scarcs could 7/abe//a contain herſelf at this inſo- 
Jent Diſcourſe ; but reflefting that ſhe was in his 
Power, her Diſcretion got the better of her Reſentment, 
und ſhe choſe rather to ſoften than provoke him. I am 
perſuaded, faid ſhe, that ſach an Offer would appear 
extremely advant geous to any other; but the State I 
am in compels me to refuſe it. I have been long fince 

eontracted by the moſt ſolemn 6 


- Brother of this amiable Lady, who is here Partaker of 


Laws of my Country not permitting me to give my 
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that Captivity, nothing but your Generoſity could have 
render'd ſupportable : My Religion, therefore, and the 


Faith to any other, I hope you will never act towards 
me in a Manner which ſhall oblige me to repent the 
Eſteem I have conceived for you——But if you ſhould, 
added the, after a little Pauſe, be aſſured I am enough 
ſenſible of what is owing to my Sex and Birth, to en- 
able me to preſerve my Honour, by giving myſelf 
Death before your Eyes. 
Su E pronounced theſe laſt Words with a Tone, which 
convinced Zelim ſhe had . enough to execute 
what ſhe threatened; and as preſumptuous as he was, 
made him ſee nothing was to be won by Violence ; 
he conſidered alſo, that if there was no Poſſibility of 
ining her, it were better to have a great Sum for 
er Ranſom, than to loſe all by her Death. He was 
not without Hope, however, that the Continuance of 
his Aſſiduities might win her in time to recede from her 
Conſtancy to the former Lover; and, throwing off all 
that Boldneſs he had aſſumed for the Explanation of his 
Paſſion, I beſeech you, Madam, ſaid he, not to ima- 
gine I in the leaſt depended on the Power I have over 
you, or ever ſhall make any other Uſe of it than ſuch as 
you ſhall approve : The only Means TI ſhall put in 
practice to gain you, ſhall be by my Submiffians and my 
Conſtancy ; and, as I ſee I have offended, ſhall lay this 
Puniſhment on myſelf, to quit your Preſence, nor pre- 
ſume to return without having firſt obtained your Per. 
miſſion. 5 
Wirn theſe Words he went out of the Room, 
leaving //abella extremely fatisfy'd with this good Ef- 
fect of her Moderation, and believing it beſt to perſiſt 
in it, gave him leave to viſit her again on his entreat- 
ing it; he, on the other hand, obſerved fo ſtrict a De- 
corum, that his Eyes only diſcovered he had ftill the 
ſame Violence of Paſſion that his Tongue hat lately de- 
clared. But the Slaves he had given her for Attendants, 
were continually entertaining her with the great Riches 
N. f * ad 


and Merits of their Lord, the conſiderable Employment: 
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he had in the Regency, and the many heroic Actions 
he had done; all which ſerved only to fill 1/abe//2 with 
the utmoſt Contempt for the Baſeneſs of thoſe Women, 
who being moſt of them Provincials, had no more Vir- 
tue and Spirit than to become voluntary Slaves to the 
Enemies of their Religion and their Countay. 
_ TxixGs were in this Situation when Hauterive ar- 
rived at Algier: He had ſtrong Recommendations from 
' Sacerdoty to a Few called Salem, and through his In- 
tereſt was ſo much befriended, that he immediately 
oven Intelligence of every thing he deſired to know, 
They went together to the Houſe of Zelin, and the 
Few having informed them of their Buſineſs, offer'd 
a very great Ranſom for Jabella and Mariana; but 


he ſeem'd loth to hold Diſcourſe on that Article; and 


when Hauterive preſs'd the Matter, and added con- 
ſiderably to the Sum propoſed by the Jew, he told 
them, at laſt, that all they could ſay wouſd be inef- 
fectual, for he had reſolved to ſend theſe Slaves to the 
Grand Signior's Seraglio, as it was his Duty to do, 
on account of their extraordinary Beauty. 

Trxtss Words were like a Clap of Thunder to. the 
amorous Hauterive ; he could not reſtrain the Anguiſh 
of his Soul from breaking forth through his Eyes ; 
and this it was that made the quick-fighted Zelim re- 
fuſe him the Privilege of ſeeing the Priſoners, eaſily 
diſcovering he loved by his Emotions, and doubting 
not it was //abe//a who had charmed him; and that he 
was the favoured Lover for whoſe Sake ſhe had been 
deaf to his Pretenſions. He therefore diſpatch'd them 
with no other An{wer, than ſuch as almoſt diſtracted 
" Hauterive. Salem, who ſaw his Deſpair, told him, 
that nothing was more common than for the Turks to 
| behave in the Manner Zelim had done, thinking by 
that Menace to enhance the Ranſom of their Captives; 
but bid him take Comfort, for he would contrive ſome 
Means for the Deliverance of theſe Ladies, if he im- 

peded not his Defigns by any Act of Impatience. Haute- 
rivs was ſenſibly touched with the Good nature 50. 
. 1 : : 5 
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Jo, and promiſed to be guided by him in. every 


thing. | 

Fuss Viſit had given Zelin little leſs Diſquiet, and 
with good Reaſon, aſſuring himſelf that the Knowledge 
of it would add not only to the Indifference of Ja- 
Bella for him, but alſo to her Melancholy, reſolved to 
keep it a Secret from her; but, in Spite of the Care he 
took, a young Slave, whom Mariana, by her Good- 
humour and Generoſity, had engaged very much in 
her Intereſts, diſcover'd tg her, that a French Gentle- 
man had been to treat with her Maſter concerning her 
Ranſom, and that of Jabella; but entreated her not 
to reveal what ſhe had told; becauſe, as Zelim bad 
commanded none ſhould ſpeak of it, he would not fail 
to take away her Life for her Infidelity. Mariana 
eaſily ſatisfied all her Fears as to that Point; and ob- 
liging her to deſcribe as near as ſhe could the Features 
and Shape of this Gentleman, the Slave anſwered in 
ſuch a Manner as aſſured her it could be no other than 
Hauterive. | 

MARIANA was ſufficiently acquainted with: the 
Diſcretion of Jabella to know it would be no Breach 
of her Promiſe to the Slave to inform her of this Adven- 
ture ; Which, as ſoon as ſhe had done, that beautiful 
Lady was touch'd with the moſt ſenfible Gratitude for 
the Generoſity of Hauterive ;- but, at the ſame Time, 
as this News more convinced her of the Death of the 
Count de Salmony, by his not having accompany'd 
that obliging Rival, ſhe fell into ſuch Agonies of Grief, 
that Nature, too weak to ſuſtain them, refuſed her Aid, 
and the oppreſs'd 1/abe//a fell ſwooning into the Arms 
of Mariana ; who, frighted beyond Meaſure at this 
ſudden Accident; ſhriek'd out for the Women to come 
to her Aſſiſtance, and they were all employ'd in en- 
deavouring to recover her, when Zelim entered the 
Room. So unexpected a Sight put him into the utmoſt 
Conſternation; he demanded of Mariana: a thouſand 
Times the Cauſe, but ſhe was able to anſwer him no 
otherwiſe than by her Tears. > 


Ar 
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Ar length, 7/abei/a having opened her Eyes, caf 
them on the Earth with ſo languiſhing and dying an 
Air, that the Fear of loſing her changed all the Reſo. 
lutions Zelim had formed; and beginning to imagine, 
that by ſome Accident ſhe had diſcover'd what he had 
endeavour'd to coriceal, thought now to make a Merit 
of revealing it. I came, ſaid he, approaching her, to 
inform you, that there are People in Algier who have 
offer d me conſiderable Sums for your Ranſom, and 
that one of them is of your own Country ; but you 
are not in a Condition now to liſten to the Reaſons 
which obliged me to refuſe their Propoſals. Mariana, 
perceiving that Jabella made no Reply, ſpoke in this 
anner: Thefe Accidents, in a Captivity ſuch as ours, 
nid the, have nothing extraordinary in them; but, me- 
-thinks, it is much more amazing that you, who pre. 
tend to love 7/abe/la, can chuſe rather to ſee her die 
than at Liberty; the Indiſpoſition ſhe labours under is 
-eccafion'd only by the cruel Idea of being for ever de- 
prived of ſeeing all thoſe of her own Country. 
I ro her enough, reply'd the Turk, to give her 
that Satisfaction immediately, were J aſſured that che 
Frenchman who is here now, were any other than you 
Brother. 
Ar theſe Words, Mariana, pretending an Tgnorance 
of every thing, cry'd out, What fort of Man is he? 
The Picture Ze/im made of bim in his Deſcription, con- 
firmed what they-before imagined, that it was really 
Hawterive ; on which, No, faid Mariana, this can- 
not be my Brother; but, I believe, he is a Perſon of 
Condition in our Province, whom Generoſity alone has 
brought for the Redemption of two miſerable Caprives 
and you would confer an Obligation on me, which 1 
ſhould be ever ready to acknowledge, if you would 
permit me to entertam him. The Turk, after having 
given himſelf a Moment's time for Reflection, conſent- 
ed to what the deſired, and ſept immediate Word to 
the Few and Hauterive, that, if they pleaſed, they 
might have free Leave to vifit the Ladies. 925 


Bur 


[ 139 ] 

zur he no ſooner heard they were below, than he 
took them into a private Room, and declared to them 
his true Intentions 3 adding, that it would be in vain 
for them to think of redeeming Jſabella, but if they 
would forward his Deſire with her, he would reſign to 
them Mariana without Ranſom, and it was on this 
Condition only, he told them, that he would conſent 
to an Interview. Hawterive, who was impatient to 
ſee Iſabella by any Means, ſeem'd to agree to what he 
ſaid, and they were then conducted to the Apart- 
ment, where they were expected by 1/abella and 
Mariana. 

Tus Sight of Haaterive renewing the Remem- 
brance of the Count de Salmony, had thrown 1/abella 
into the Condition ſhe had but lately been recovered 
from, had not her Griefs found Vent in Tears, which 
poured in great Abundance from her Eyes, while ſhe 
received the Salutations of that faithful Lover, who 
afterwards paid his Compliments to Mariana; and 
there was ſomething ſo mournful in this Meeting, that 
Sighs were for ſome Moments the only Language any 
of them could make vſe of. Jſabella, at laſt, over- 
coming thoſe violent Emotions which had deprived her 
of Speech, thank'd Hauteri ve, in the moſt obliging 
Terms, for the Pains he had taken for her; and told 
him, that, in Spite of her Indifference for Life, after 
the Loſſes ſhe had ſuſtain'd, ſhe could not avoid being 
ſenfible of what he had undertaken for her Deliverance, 

Tauss Words giving him a Suſpicion that ſhe 
thought the Count bad periſhed by that Wound they 
ſaw him receive, he delayed not to free her from an 
Error fo fatal to her Repoſe. If the Loſs of Madam 
de Mayrand, reply'd he, and your Liberty, makes 
Life ſeem a Burden to you at preſent, yet, Madam, 
you ought to remember there is a Perſon not leſs dear 
to you, who could not ſurvive your Death. The 
Count de Salmony has a Right to expect you ſhou'd 


live for him gs and if you think the little I have done, 


or ſhall be able to do, either for you or him, merits 
your Regard, you gannot contemn Life, without in- 
. Jjurig 
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Juring the Gratitude you are pleas'd to expreſs for my 
Services. 15 
Her ! cry'd the beautiful Mariana, does then my 
Brother live ! on which Hauterive recounted all that 
had befallen him, concealing nothing of his Deſpair, 
and the Impoſſibility it wou'd have been to have pre. 
vail'd on him to have out- lived the Loſs of Jabella, 
had not his Cares, and the Aſſurance he gave him of 
_ undertaking ſomething for her Deliverance, made him 
liſten to the Pleas of Self-preſervation. This little 
Hiſtory excited Millions of Acclamations from the two 
fair Captives; which being a little over, Hauterive 
proceeded to inform them of the Converſation he had 
with the Turk, and the Conditions on which he ob- 
- tained Permiſſion to entertain them. | 
Hz had no ſooner mentioned the Offer of Zelim to 
- reſtore Mariana without Ranſom, than ſhe cry'd out, 
with a Gaiety which, till then, had long been a 
Stranger to her Voice and Eyes, No, I will never con- 
ſent to that Article, Liberty is not ſo precious to me as 
to make me wiſh the Enjoyment of it without 1/ab://a, 
and I will never abandon her, tho' I ſhould be con- 
ſtrain'd to become the Wife of a Turk too. Neither 
Jabella nor Hauterive could forbear ſmiling at this 
little Sally : but as the Time was precious, they em- 
ploy'd the remaining Part of this Viſit in conſulting what 
was beſt to be done; and it was concluded among 
them, that Mademoiſelle de Mayrand ſhould continue 
to treat Zelim with her uſual cool Civility, and that 
Hauterive ſhould give him Hope that Time and Afi 
duity might vanquiſh her Refiſtance ; and that while 
they amuſed him in this Manner, the Jew (Salem) 
ſhould make uſe of his Intereſt with the Regency to 
force him to reſtore her, Every thing being thus agreed 
on, they took Leave, that too long a — 4 
might not give Occaſion for Suſpicion ; and the J 
and Hauterive relating the Matter to Zelim, as it had 
been reſolved, he gave them a very magnificent Colla- 
tion, aſſuring Hauterive, that if Iſabellàa grew more 
- "ſoftened by his Words, there was nothing he would not 
do to recompence ſo great an Obligation, Tus 
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| Tais perfetly-generous Rival exactly maintain'd 


the Promiſe he had made the Count at parting, and 
though having gain'd the Confidence of Zelim, he was 
ermitted to viſit, as often as he pleaſed, the Charmer 


of his Heart, yet did he never in the leaſt make any 


Mention of his own Paſſion; but he conjured her to® 
live, and reward that of de Salmony. He alſo wrote 
him from time to time a faithful Account of every 
thing that paſſed ; the Je ſending his Letters under 
Cover to his Friend Sacerdoty at Leghorn, who from 
thence tranſmitted them to France. A conſiderable 
time elapſed in this manner, without being able to do 
any thing for the Delivery of 1/abe//a ; and Zelim per- 
ceiving no Change in his Favour, from the Behaviour of 
that Lady, began to ſuſpect Hauterive had not dealt 
with him as ſincerely as he expected, and, reſolving to 
be ſatisfied, conceal'd himſelf, when he knew of his 
coming, in a Cloſet, where he could hear diſtinctly 
every thing. As this little Company imagined not they 


| had ſo dangerous a Witneſs, they communicated their 


Thoughts with the utmoſt Freedom to each other, Ja- 
bella ſaid to Hauterive, that ſhe could no longer ſup- 
port the cruel Conſtraint ſhe was under in being obliged , 
to liſten to the odious Addreſs of a Turk; and that if 
her Enlargement was not very ſoon effected, it would 
be prevented by her Death. 

HAUTERIVF EE entreated ſhe would not yet pro- 
ceed to any thing that might drive Zelim to Extremes, 
telling her it was Patience and Time alone muſt do 
their Work; and then inform'd her, that Father e Va- 
cher, Conſul of the French at Algier, had promiſed to 
uſe his utmoſt Intereſt with the Baſha, to oblige Ze- 
lim to reſtore her for a reaſonable Ranſom. 

Tag Turk loſt all Patience at this Diſcourſe, and 
flying out of his Concealment, utter'd a thouſand Re. 
proaches on the Perfidy, as he term'd it, of Haus- 
rive; and told {/abella, that ſhe had now no other 
medy but to reſolve to yield to his Defires, for Liberty 
was what ſhe muſt never hope for. After this, he de- 
ſired Hauterive to quit his Houſe that Moment, and to 

| return 


1 


r 
return to it no more. Tis eaſy to conceive the Indi. 
nation Hauterive was inflamed with; but being ing 
nitely too weak of himſelf to oppoſe Zelim and his Re. 
tinue, which, on Occaſion, were within Call, he wa 
compell'd to ſubmit ;- and, fearing for Iſabella, he had 
again recourſe to Diſſimulation; and taking Z elim aſide, 
he laboured all he could to perſuade that Turk he had 
not ſpoken in that manner, but to prevent any Vio- 
lence he was apprehenſive Iſabella might offer to her 
own Life; But all this was without Effect, and he was 
not able to prevail on him to ſufter his Admittance any 
more. 

Not had the Fezv been more ſucceſsful in his En- 
deavours : Father le Vacher had indeed greatly influ- 
enced the Baſha; but tho” he ſent ſeveral times to 
Zelim, and the King of Algier alſo required him to de- 
liver his Captives, yet not all the Authority of the one 
or the other was ſufficient to obtain it of him: His 
great Credit and Intimacy with Me/emorte, General of 
all the Land and Sea Forces, enabled him either to op- 
poſe or elude the Efforts of the Conſul. 

HAUTERIFYFE was in the moſt cruel Deſpair, 

when the Algerines received News that Lewis XIV, 
had taken a Reſolution to chaſtiſe the Inſolence of theſe 
Corſairs, who were continually making Deſcents on 
the Coaſts of Languedoc and Provence, carrying away 
the Inhabitants, and making them Slaves, plundering 
the Country, taking the Ships, and by that means de- 
Groying the French Commerce with the Levant ; that 
for this Purpoſe he had equip'd a ſtrong Fleet, which 
was now ready to ſet ſail, and theſe Tidings being con- 
firm'd from all Parts, every body was employ'd in put- 
ting the City in a Poſture of Defence. Freſh Intelligence 
of this approaching Misfortune arriving every Day, 
Hamnterive was ſoon. informed that his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty had nominated Monſieur the Marquis de 2ue/- 
ne, Vice-Admiral of France, for this Expedition, and 
began, on hearing this, to entertain new Hopes of hay- 
ing it ſtill in his Power to be of ſervice to Iſabella. 
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Tus very Name of this Marquis fill'd all Algier 
with Terror; they could not forget how fatal he had 
formerly been to them, nor that in the preceding Year 
he had deſtroyed a great Number of theinyVelilels. in 
different Encounters, and he had-purſucd ſome 
belonging to Tripoly, who, unable to get into that Har- 
bour, took Refuge in that of Sciat, which is an Iſland 
of the Archipelago, under the Dominion of the Grand 
Signior, and fortify'd by the Turks ever ſince Solyman, 
the Magnificent made a. Conqueſt. of it from the 
Genoe/e. 

Tur Corſairs hoped to avoid the Reſentment of the 
King in this Ahlum, where they were under the Pro- 
tection of the Grand Signior, and had the Promiſe of 
Aſſiſtance from the Baſha; but neither the Citadel, 
nor the Fort which overlooks the Harbour, nor the 
Ramparts of the City of Scios, could withſtand the Can- 
non of the Marquis de 2ue/xe ; he ſoon. deſtroyed. the 
Fort, and attacked the Citadel and Ramparts ſo fu- 
riouſly, that in three Hours time all was in a Blaze: 
the Corſair's Veſſels to the Number of Fourteen, then 
lying in the Harbour, were all cither burned or ſunk. 

Tuis terrible Example might well make them dread 
the Approach of ſo formidable an Enemy a ſecond time, 
tho* it had nat deterred them from provoking him to 
it, by ſending out Veſſels to pillage on the French 
Coaſts, as I haye already related : 'The Terror they - 
were in, made them take all imaginable Precautions z - 
they erected Batteries of. Cannon on the Sea-fide, they 
had a triple Chain made to the Gates of the City, — 
obliged every one to go out of it, who by Age or 
Weakneſs was diſabled from defending it. 

Tazss, extraordinary Preparations engroſſed Zelim 
in ſuch a Manner, that the two fair Slaves had an entire 
Relaxation from his Perſecutions, and the Grief of not 
ſeeing Hauterive, was in a great Meaſure attoned for, 
by being eaſed of the hated Preſence of the other, But 
though he was employed in another Place, yet did be 
negle& nothing which might prevent their Eſcape; and 
the Fears he was in of loſing them in this Confuſion, 

' tes, put 


- 


* 


1100 F- 


ut him on new ProjeQts not leſs deſtructive to their 
poſe, than the Sight of him would have been. 

To ſecure them at once from the Dangers to which 
every one 2 in a Fiege, and equally from any 
Attempts eir Enlargements, he removed them to 
a Houſe fifteen Miles diſtant from Algier, under the 


Care of an Eunuch, whoſe Faith to him he had expe- 
rienced : But this was not ſufficient to content him 
he could not be eaſy while Hauterive remained in A 
gier, and perceiving he made no Preparations for his 
Departure, reſolved to get him privately murdered, 
But this Defign ſucceeded not as the other had done; 
Salem the Jew was entirely devoted to Hauteriwve, and 
knew the Humour of that Nation : He penetrated into 
the Deſigns of Zelim, and obliged Hauterive to {tl 
very much at home, never ſuffering him to go out but 
with a ſufficient Number of Slaves for his Defence: 
He was, notwithſtanding this Caution, once attack'd; 
but getting the better of thoſe who aſſaulted him, he 
extarted from the Mouth of one of them a Confeſſion 
of the whole Matter. 

Tais was enough to convince Salem there was no 
Safety for his Friend in that Place ; he therefore ſent 
him to a little Village thirty Miles from Algier, with 
Letters of Recommendation to an intimate Friend he 
had there, and a ſtrict Charge to conceal him from 
every body. This obliging Few aſſured him alſo at 
parting, that as ſoon as the French Fleet ſhould-arrive, 
he would find Means to inform the Vice-Admiral of the 
Misfortune of 1/abe//a and Mariana, and begg'd 
therefore that he would make himſelf eaſy, ſince thoſe 
Ladies were now removed from the Sollicitations of 
Zelim. But all he could ſay was too weak to combat 
with the Deſpair, which now had taken empire in the 
Breaſt of Hauterive, and he proceeded on his Journey 
to Elquir with little Hope, and an Infinity of Me- 
lancholy. | : 

CounT ade Salmony, in the mean time being per- 
fealy recovered, and receiving Letters from Haute- | 
rive of the Difficulties he found in — 155 
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Deſign, refolved to go in Perſon, and either reſtore 
Liberty to thoſe who were ſo dear to him, or die in 
the Attempt. He had no ſooner heard that the King 
deſigned to ſend a Fleet thither, than he went to Thou- 
ln, where the Marquis was at that time; and ac- 
quainting him with the Captivity of Jabella and Ma- 
riana, and the double Intereſt he had in their Deliver- 


-ance, entreated he might be permitted to accompany 


him in this Expedition. The Vice-Admiral received 
him with Pleaſure, omitted nothing that might con- 
ſole him, and aſſured him, that, except Fortune ſhould 
be more averſe than he had Reaſon to expect, the Free- 
dom of Perſons ſo dear to him ſhould be accompliſhed. 
Soon after this, a calm Sea and favourable Wind called 
on them to embark ; which, every thing being ready; 
they accordingly did in the Beginning of May, 1683, 
and had the Satisfaction to caſt Anchor the 20th of 
June in the Road of Algier, where they were met by 
five other Ships under the Command of the Marquis 
de Anfreville. On the 22d they held a Council of 
War, and the next Day diſpoſed the Veſſels and Gal- 
leys in the moſt proper Manner for bombarding the 
City. On the 25th they began the Attack, but with- 
out any great Succeſs : The next Night, when the 
Beſieged thought of no ſuch Matter, they plied them 
ſo furiouſly both with Bombs and great Cannon, that 
in an Hour's time ſeveral Parts of the City were on 
fire: The Palace of Hu/an, the Dey or King of 4/- . 
ier, was confumed the firſt; and the wretched Inha- 
bitants had ſufficient Employment to quench the ſpread- 
ing Flames, without offering to annoy the Enemy, who - 
ſill eontinued proſecutimg what they had fo ſucceſsfully 
begun. Ihe Dawn of Day preſented the A'/gerines 
with the moſt dreadful Spectacle that Imagination can 
paint; their Veſſels ſunk in the Harbour, their Bat- 
teries Cemoliſh'd, and a great Part of their City laid in 
Alhes : So horrible a Devaltation was ſcarce ever known 
in ſo ſhort a Space of Time. The People and Soldiers 
cried out for Peace with the utmoſt Vehemence, and 
the Dey having aſſembled the Divan, it was agreed 
Ver. III. H that 
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that Father le Vacher, the French Conſul, accompanied 
oy an « coke of Quality, ſhould treat with the Vice- 
Admiral. 

Bur the Marquis de Queſus refuſed to liſten to any 
Terms of Accommodation, till they had firſt delivered 
all the Captives, of what Nation ſoever, that they had 
taken out of French Ships, or from the Lands. This 
the Algerines were compelled to comply with, and the 
next Day brought, in two Shallops, a hundred and 
forty-two Slaves to the Fleet, with Promiſe to recall 
all thoſe who were in the Country cultivating the Lands 
or otherwiſe employed. * 

The Count de Salmony ſeeing not his Miſtreſs nor 
Siſter among the Number, teſtified his Diſquiet to the 
Marquis de Aueſne; but Salem the Jew, watchful for 
the Liberty of theſe illuſtrious Slaves, had informed 
Father de Vacher in what Place Zelim had concealed 
them, and had cauſed a falſe Report to be ſpread of 

their Deaths; and a full Account of all this was ſent 
by the Mouth of one of the freed Slaves to the Vice- 
Admiral, who the ſame Moment he was informed of 
it, ordered the Conductors of the Shallops to tell the 
Divan, that if Zelim did not reſtore the two Captives 
he had at his Country Houſe that very Day, the ſuc- 
ceeding Night ſhould complete the Deſtruction of their 
City and themſelves. | 

On this Menace, the Divan ordain'd that Zelin, on 
Peril of his Life, ſhould yield them up, and forthwith 
ſend them to the Vice-Admiral. It is not to be doubt- 
ed but that Zelim, who had done ſo much for the Pre- 

ſervation of theſe Captives, made many Evaſions to 
avoid delivering them ; but A his Artifices were of no 
Effect, nor was there any Appeal from the Decree 
which gave them Liberty: He was therefore conſtrain- 
ed to bak; ahd fince he was ſo, conducted them 
himſelf to the Ship, where the Marquis de 2ueſne 
was, making a kind of Merit of what he did but thro' 
Compulſion. 5 
Never was Extaſy ſuperior to that which theſe 


Ladies felt at ſeeing themſelves at Liberty, and among 
Perſons 
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Perſons of Honour, and of their own Country, except 
that which ſucceeded it; when, after having received 
the Congratulations of the Marquis ds 2ueſne, and 
anſwer'd to the Praiſes he could not forbear giving of 
their extreme Beauty, they found themſelves in th 
Arms of the Count de Salmony. 7 

Wuar Tears now fell at the Remembrance of paſt 
Misfortunes! What Tranſports did the preſent Happi- 
neſs excite! A Meeting ſo unhoped, and ſo ardently de- 
fired, inſpired Sentiments, which none but faithful, 
generous, and tender Hearts are capable of conceiving, 
and which are not to be deſcribed by all the Pomp and 
Elegance of Words. 

Ar rIR having indulged all that Love and Nature 
could ſuggeſt, the Count's firſt Care was to inform him- 


ſelf of Hauterive : Mademoiſelle de Mayrand let him 


know how they had been ſeparated, and that ſhe had 


never been able to hear any thing of him ſince. This 


Diſcourſe embitter'd the Sweets the generous Salmon 
had fo lately feaſted on; even Love could not render 
him forgetful of what he owed to Friendſhip : He 
communicated his Diſcontent to the Marquis de Zueſte, 
who immediately ſent to Father le Vacher to inquire for 
him of the Jeao Salem; and in a ſhort time they re- 
ceived the News that he was living and in Health, but 
that it was not thought ſafe for him to appear at A. 


gier, till the Peace was concluded, or Things ſettled 
ſome way or other. 


ALL this was done in the Interval of reſtoring the 


Chriſtian Captives, the Number of whom, brought at 


- ſeveral times to the Admiral, was five hundred and 


forty-ſix, of ſeveral Nations, but all taken in the French 
Service. After this, the Marquis conſented to treat 
on a Peace, and to that end ſent the Marquis de An- 
freville, and the famous Deſcome## Engineer-General, 
to let the Divan know the Conditions on which Lewis 
the Great had permitted them to withdraw their 
Forces, | h 
Tas firſt Article was, that they ſhould reſtore all 
the other Chriſtian ay which were ſtill diſperſed at a 
* *, 
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Diſtance through their Territories; and the ſecond, that 
all the Damages done to the French in their Ships, their 
Merchandize, and their Lands, ſhould be made good, 

Tuis lait Condition was too conſiderable for the Dey 
to grant, without the Conſent of Mezemorte, as he 
was molt concerned in it, being General of the Corſair, 
and a Man held in high Eſtimation both by the Sol- 
diers and People, He was therefore called to the Di- 
van; but he no {ooner heard the Propoſals, than he flew 
into the utmoſt Rage, {aying, that thoſe at the Head 
of the Government had fold the City to the French; 
and that, for his Part, he never would conſent to buy 
the Friendſhip of an Enemy, at ſo dear a Price as the 
Reſtitution of all had been taken from them. Having 
ſpoke. in this Manner, he left the Divan; nor would 


return, tho' his Preſence was ſeveral times deſired. 


Hz was not, however, idle in this Interim; he ſum- 
moned all the chief Citizens and Soldiers to his Palace, 
where he told them Hu/ar was a weak or treacherous 
Prince, that he was unworthy to reign over them, that 
he had affronted the Nation in reſtoring the Chriftian 
Slaves without any Security of having their own in Ex- 
change; and ſo incenſed them againit this unfortunate 
Prince, that they reſolved to aſſaſſinate him the follow- 
ing Night. Accordingly at Ten of the Clock, at he went 
his Rounds thro' the Works (a Cuſtom always obſerved 
by the Deys in the Time of War) eight of theſe Vil- 
lains, choſen by Mezemorte for that Purpoſe, attended 


his Paſlage, and itabb'd him to the Heart before he had 


the leaſt Warning of his Fate. 

MEZEMORTE was immediately proclaim'd King 
with the general Acclamation of the People, and to ſhew 
how much he merited the Honour they had conferred 
on him, he told them he would retrieve the Glory of 
Algier, or die in endeavouring it, talking loudly how 
dear he would make the French pay for having taken 
Advantage of the ſoft Nature of Hu//an; and as ſoon 
as it was broad Day, order'd the white Flags to be 
taken off the Battlements, and red ones, the Signal of 


War, to be put up. This Infidelity fo highly incenſed 
| the 
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the Marquis, that he renewed his Attack the ſame Day; 
Bombs, Cannons, Fire-balls and Battering-rams were 
at once employed in this general Aſſault ; and before 
Noon the beſt Part of the Buildings were either -con- 
ſumed or beaten down. 'The Flames of the City min- 
gling with thoſe of the Veſſels in the Port; the Cries of 
thoſe that periſh'd in them; the Blood which ran ſtream- 
ing through the Streets; and the dead Carcaſſes in 
Heaps ſtopping up the Paſſages, afforded a Spectacle fo 
terrible, as might have moved any Heart but that of 
the barbarous Mgg-morte: But it ſerved only more to 
heighten his Rage againſt the French, and ſo little did 
he regard the Rights of Nations, or his public Faith, 
that in Revenge tor what their Countrymen had done, 
he cauſed all the French, which ſojourned in that City, 
to be murdered, and ſeized on their Effects. Not even 
the ſacred Robe of Father le Vacher the Conſul, could 
protect him from the Fury of this ſavage Monſter, who 
cauſef the holy Man to be ſhot from the Mouth of a 
Cannon inſtead of a Ball. F 

Tu Vice-Admiral learned this Exceſs of Barbarity 
from the Mouth of ſome Slaves, who, to eſcape the 
Cruelty of Mexemorte, betook themſelves tothe Waves, 
and ſwam to the French Ships, as alſo that Zelim had 
periſh'd in this laſt Attack. 

HAUTERIYFE, who remained ſtill in his Conceal- 
ment, was from Time to Time informed of every thing 
that paſſed by the faithful Salem, and the Knowledge 
that //abel//a and Mariana had recovered their Liberty, 
and were on board the Ship of the Vice-Admiral, gave 
him the extremeſt Satisfaction; it was the more perfect, 
as he was entirely ignorant that Sa/mony was with the 
Fleet, and had none of thoſe jealous and impatient 
Emotions, which otherwiſe not all his Generofity 
could have defended him from, | 

Tus Month of Aygu/t being now over, and that of 
September ordinarily bringing Winds whichrender theſe 
Coalts very dangerous, the Marquis was obliged to 
hoiſt Sail, contenting himſelf with having revengedthe 


Indignities offered to his Royal Maſter, ſince the Seaſon 
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of the Year would not permit him entirely to extirpate 
this ſavage Race. 5 

Bur before their Departure, the Count de Sa/mony 
found Means to convey a Letter to the Jeav for Haute- 
rive ; which being ſent to him, he found it contained 
theſe Lines. 


To the Sieur HauTERIVE. 


L IS with the utmoſt Grief of my Heart, my dear, 
| and generous Rival, that I find myſelf obliged 
to quit theſe Seas without you. I came with the Hope 
of delivering you with our adorable Iſabella, who parts 
evith the ſame Regret as 1 do ; and were we not af- 
Jured you are in a Place of Safety, there is nothing 1 
avould not hazard rather than abandon you. Believe 
that the Toy I feel in the Liberty and Preſence of thoſe 
abo are ſo dear to me, is greatly allayed by your not be- 
ing Partaker of it ; and that I ſhall tafle but an im- 
perfect Happincſi till I embrace you. 
| SALMONY. 


HAUTERIPVE received this Letter a few Days af- 
ter the Fleet had failed, and it was with the utmoſt Sur- 
mou he found the Count had been at Algier, and that 
e was ordained to give Jabella that Freedom himſelf 
had ſtrenuouſly but vainly endeavoured to obtain for her. 
He doubted not but they would meet ; but then not 
believing it would be ſo ſuddenly, and in ſuch a Man- 
ner, he had not armed his Heart to endure the Pangs it 
muſt inflict on him. He was obliged ſome time to give 
Way to his jealous Tranſports ; but as he had never 
any Hope of ſupplanting the Count in her Eſteem, and 
was too generous even to wiſh it ſtrongly, he contented 
© himſelf with lamenting his own ill Fate, without envy- 
ing the Happineſs of his Rival. 
ONSIEUR the Marquis de Zue/ne was no ſooner 
gone, than the A/gerines began ſeriouſly to conſider 
the miſerable State to which they were a” 
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their City, lately ſo beautiful and flouriſhing, now three 
Parts deſtroyed ; their Ships, which were their Strength 
and Riches, reduced to Aſhes ; their Magazines con- 
ſumed, their Soldiers but ſo many dead Carcaſſes ; and, 
what was more dreadful than all, the Probability that 
this terrible General would return next Spring to finiſh 
their Ruin. All theſe Reflections might well put them 
on taking Counſel how to redreſs their preſent Calami- 
ties, and ward againſt the future. 

MEZ EMORIT E, who had been the ſole Cauſe of 
theſe Misfortunes, perceived in what Situation the Ge- 
nerality of the People's Minds was, and fearing the 
ſame Fate he had inflicted on Haan his Predeceſſor, 
with infinitely leſs Juſtice, he began to caſt about how 
to prevent it, which he now found could be done no 
other Way than by a Peace with France. He ſent 
therefore for the Few Salem, knowing the Correſpond- 
ence he had with the Intendant at Marſeilles, and, 
opening his Mind to him, told him, that the greateſt , 
Service he could do him, and which he would reward, 
would be to ſend a Letter to the Intendant,with another 
he would write to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty to entreat 
Peace, and that he was ready to ſubmit to any Condi- 
tions he ſhould impoſe. 

SALEM took this Opportunity to enlarge Haute- 
rive, and anſwered the Dey, that he could do more to 
oblige him than he had aſked, or could poſſibly expect. 
There is, my Lord, ſaid he, a young French Man of 
Quality, who came hither with a Paſſport ſome Time 
ago, to redeem a Friend of his taken Priſoner by one 
of your Veſſels; but the Troubles and Diſtractions of 
this Place obliged him to retire to E/quire for his better 
Security. This Man, continued he, I have ſome ſmall 
Influence over, and I khow him capable by his Wiſdom, 
Merit, and Rank at Court, to do very great Services 
to the Algerines. 

MEZEMORTE, charmed with this News; deſired 
the Fey to bring the Perſon he mentioned immediately 
to Algier; which the other readily complying with, in- 

ſtructed Hauteri ve in every thing he was todo: And 
| H 4 Mexemorte 
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Mezemorte at his being introduced, was ſo well pleaſed 
with, his Mien and Manner of Deportment, that he 
doubted not in the leaſt the Truth of what Salem had 
faid. Having therefore communicated his Defigns to 
him, and given him Letters for the King, and Mon- 
fieur the Marquis de Seignelay, he made him many 
conſiderable Preſents, and appointed two Twrks of Di- 
ſtinction to attend him in his Voyage, and bring back 
the Anſwer of his Moit Chriſtian Majeſty. 

HAUTERIVE was not wanting on his Part to re- 
compenſe liberally his Friend Salem; after which he 
embarked in a Ship of Tunis, which was then in the 
Port, and in a ſhort Time arrived at Marſeilles. 

Bur while Things were thus tranſacting at Algier, 
the Count 4% Salmony, with Jabella and Mariana, 
being happily once more in Poſſeſſion of the Caſtle ge 
Mayrand, having paſs'd thro' the Ceremonies of Vi- 
ſiting, and being viſited by all the Perſons of Diſtinction 
round about, the beautiful 7/6e//a being at Liberty to 
diſpoſe ofherſelf, was married to the Count with all 
the Pomp uſual on ſuch Occaſions with Perfons of Qua- 
lity. But while S2/mony was enjoying the Reward of 
his Fidelity, with Tranſports which demonſtrated the 
Exceſs. of his Love, Hauterize heard the News of 
their Marriage, with Emotions terrible enough, tho' 
not with ſuch as a Lover leſs generous would have been 
inſtigated by: Great was his Deſpair, but ſtill conti- 
nuing the faithful Friend, he wrote to the happy Pair 
a Letter of ſincere Congratulations, but at the. ſame 
Time pictured out the forlorn Conditiom of his Soul in 
Terms ſo moving, that they could not read it without 
Tears. After havingacquitted himſelfof the Commiſ- 
fion with which he was charged by Mezemorte, he re- 
turned to Languedoc, in a State of Mind which none 
was ſenſible of but himſelf. 

Tue Counteſs de Sa/mony no ſooner heard of his 
Arrival, than, by the Advice of her Huſband, ſhe ſent 
to entreat his Preſence at the Caſtle ds Mayrand. Tt 
was impoſſible for him to refuſe ſuch a Summons; and 
without being able to reſolve in what Manner he ſhould 

| behave, 
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behave, he immediately obeyed it. But alas ! he knew 
not in what manner he ſhould be reduc'd at beholding 
what he had only been told of: To ſee Jabella in the 
Arms of the Count de Saimony, was more than all his 
Reſolution could enable him to ſuſtain ; and he appear- 
ed rather as a fine formed Statue than a living Man. 
The beautiful Mariana could not perceive his Diſor- 
der, without being touch'd by them in the moſt ſen- 
ſible manner : Tears forc'd their Paſſage through her 
Eyes as ſhe approach'd to ſalute him, and in ſpite of 
the Stupidity his preſent Griefs had thrown him in, 
he penetrated ſo far into her Heart, as to perceive ſhe 
had Sentiments which deſerv'd his utmoſt Acknow- 
ledgments ; nor did he fail to make them, as well as 
the Perplexity he was in would give him leave to do. 
I wiſh from my Soul, ſaid that charming Maid, that 
we had never known you, or that you had never loved : 
I find you ſo worthy, that I cannot help accuſing the 
Stars of Injuſtice, in deſtining you to ſo hard a Fate; 
and ſhould have oppoſed the Sentiments of Jabella 
with my whole Force, had they been in Favour of any 
other to your Prejudice, than my Brother. Theſe Words 
were accompanied with ſuch irreſiſtible Graces, . that 
Hauterive could not forbear looking on her with more 
Attention than his Paſſion for Habella would ever give 
him leave to do before ; and, on this Examination found 
her ſo beautiful, that he reproach'd, himſelf for not 
having given his Heart to her, rather than have ſuffer- 
ed it to be tormented by an unhappy Paſſion, ' which 
even in its Beginning had nothing wherewith to flatter 
his Hopes. 

Tu Count and Counteſs, who had conſulted what 
to do, interrupted the Converſation of Hauterive and 
Mariana; and 1/abella giving her Hand to him, con- 
ducted him into her Cloſet, where Salmony went in 
with them, after having defired Mariana in a low 
Voice not to follow them. Hawuterive ſeeing ſhe was 
not there, aſked ſeveral Times where ſhe was, which 
Inquietude giving the utmoſt Satisfaction to her Bro- 
ther and Siſter ; You ſhall ſee her preſently, ſaid the 
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latter ſmiling, but the Count and myſelf have ſomething 
of Importance to communicate to you. The Obliga- 
_ tions you have conferred on us, continued ſhe, with a 
more ſerious Air, are ſuch as we ſhould be unworthy to 
have received, could we be capable of forgetting them. 
Be aſſured that, after my Huſband, nothing is ſo dear to 
me as yourſelf, and that I am your only Rival in his 
moſt tender AﬀeCtions : Theſe Sentiments which you 
ſo well merit, and which are in our Power to give you 
Proofs of, ought to compenſate for the Want of thoſe 
Which it was impoſſible for you to inſpire me with: 
But to give you yet a more ſolid Conſolation, and unite 
you to us by all the Ties of Love and Friendſhip, we 
muſt give you a Wife. Mademoiſelle 4e Salmom is 
worthy of you : Her Beauty, Wit, and Virtue, me- 
thinks, ought not to ſtand in need of the Step we take 
to excite your Regard : But the Obligations we have 
to you, carry us beyond all other Conſiderations than 
the Recompence of them. Yes, my dear Hauterive, 
added the Count, embracing him, if I had any thing 
more valuable than Mariana, I would readily ſacrifice 
it to repair the Lofs I have cauſed you to ſuſtain : 
Make your Reflections on what we have faid, and I 
flatter myſelf you will then not be diſpleaſed at being 
linked to us by an indiſſoluble Bond. 

RzFLEcTions ! cried Hauterive : Is it permitted 
me to make any on an Offer of this nature? Could I 
refuſe Mademoiſelle de Sa/mony without doing her a 
Wrong which my whole Stock of Blood could never 

. Expiate ; without rendering myſelf unworthy of the 
- Condeſcenfion you have made me; and without diſ- 
Honouring the little Underſtanding I have receiv'd from 
Nature and Education ? No, no ; there is no need of 
refleQting before I accept the precious Gift your Friend- 
fhip vouchſafes me: Iknow the Value of it, but would 
wiſh to merit it. Mademoiſelle de Salmony ſhould 
take up all my Heart; and I defire only a little Time to 

ive it her entire, and free from thoſe Chains which have 

unhappily enſlaved it ; My Sincerity and 1 
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and the Charms of the incomparable Mariana may. 
anſwer for me that it will not be long. 

Tas Demand was too reaſonable not to be com- 
plied with by the Count and Counteſs ; and having all 
three embraced with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, they went 
out of the Cloſet to join Mademoiſelle de Salmony, 
who was then walking in the Garden. 

HAUTERIVE, who wiſhed for nothing more than 
to extinguiſh all the Remains of his unfortunate Paſſion, 
and merit the Confidence the Count had repoſed in 
him, began from this Day to indulge Reflection on the 
Beauties and good Qualities of Mariana; and that 
amiable Lady, who truly loved him, found fo well 
the Secret to improve the Sentiments he entertained in 
her Favour, ſometimes by the moſt ſprightly Gaiety, 
ſometimes by Diſcourſes the moſt ſolid, and always 
blending, with the moſt engaging Softneſs in her Air, 
Modeſty, and Wiſdom, that his Soul inſenſibly be- 
came releas'd from its former Bonds; and Mariana 
took the Place of 7/abe//a with ſo powerful an Empire, 
that none would have believed ſhe had not been the 
firſt capable of making an Impreſſion on him. 

Tu kak now remained nothing but the nuptial Cere- 
monies to render theſe equally enamoured Pair as 
bleſs'd as Love could make them : Which being in a 
ſhort Time performed, theſe four illuſtrious Lovers 
liv'd together in ſo perfect an Intelligence and Con- 
cord, that they attracted the Eſteem of the whole 
World. But tho' Gratitude was the firſt Motive that 
opened the Eyes of Hauterive to diſtinguiſh the Merits 
of Mariana, I cannot be of the Opinion that that Paſ- 
ſion would have the Victory over Love, if Abſence, 
Time, and unſurmountable Obſtacles do not combine. 

Wurz this agreeable Union was forming, con- 
tinued Urania, one of the Turks who-came with Hau- 
 terive to the Court, received a Command to return to 
Algier and acquaint the Divan what they had to hope 
from the Clemency of the King ; who about a Year 
afterward, on the Arrival of their Ambaſſadors, ac- 
cepted their Submiſſions, and granted Peace to Mexe- 
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orte on his retaliating ſome Part of the Damage thoſe 
of Languedoc and Prowence had ſuſtained, among 
whom the beautiful Counteſs de Sa/mony had no incon- 
fiderable Share. | 

Ta1s Hiſtory gave an extremePleaſure to the Com- 
pany ; they were beginning to teſtify it by praiſing the 
Manner in which Urania had gone through ſo long a 
Diſcourſe, when a Servant informed them Supper was 
on the Table; where being fat, the Converſation turn- 
ed'wholly on what they had been hearing. The Cha- 
Tater of Hauterive exacted a general Applauſe, as did 
alſo the Reſolution and Conſtancy of 7/abel/a, and the 
wile Conduct of the Count % Salmony ; but all agreed, 
that when Love and Gratitude are inſpired by different 
Objects, Love will always have the Preference. 

RANTA would not permit Hortenſia and Melintas 

to go out of her Houſe that Night; and this charming 
Society, in order to render the next Day more long, 
ſeparated themſelves ſooner than ordinary, giving ſome 
Hours of Repoſe to Nature, that ſhe might animate 
them with new Spirit when they awaked. 


THR 


7 THE 
FIFTEENTH DAY, 


e$W RAN I A had no ſooner quitted her Bed 
X than ſhe paſs'd into Julia's Apartment, 
ag U | where the reſt of the Company coming 
in a ſhort time, the Converſation began 
eg They pod N 8 
W with the uſual Vivacity, tho? on ordinary 
things; till Cæ milla, willing it ſhould turn on the in- 
ſtructive, began thus: I have been dreaming all Night, 
ſaid ſhe, of the Barbarity of the Algerines, and the 
deplorable Fate of Father Ie Vacher ; and I think Leæv- 
is the Great could not impoſe too ſevere Conditions for 
the Puniſhment of ſuch Cruelties. * 
Tux ſuffered, as you have heard, replied Urania, 
in the Loſs of every Thing valuable to them; and 
tho* they ſeemed a while to glory in their Obſtinacy, 
it coſt them dear in the End. Obſtinacy, added The- 
lamont, eſpecially in an unjuſt Cauſe, not only de- 
ſerves, but for the moſt Part draws on the moſt terrible 
Misfortunes, It was this that occaſioned thoſe lon 
and bloody Wars, between the Republics of Pi/a a 
Genoa, in which both of them ſuffered conſiderable 
Loſſes, and terminated in the total Deſtructiqn of Piſa. 
Tuis Diſſention began on the Right of nominating 
a Perſon to be Biſhop of Corfica, to which both of 
them ; pretended. Thoſe of Piſa maintained, that 
. Muxage, King of the Saracens, had taken this —_ 
rom 
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from the Genoe/e ; and that they having ſince aſſiſted in 
delivering it from the Infidels, ought to be inveſted in 
thoſe Prerogatives which the others had forfeited by 
their Incapacity of defending it. The Genoe/e on the 
other hand alledged, that they had been in Poſſeſſion of 
thoſe Prerogatives for many Ages; that the Invaſion 
of Muza#e could not deſtroy their Right; and that 
this was only an Uſurpation of the Lords of Pi/a. 
NerTrex receding in this Diſpute, both theſe Re- 
publics raiſed Armies; many Battles were fought by 
Sea and Land, with various Succeſs; but the Genoe/: 
had moſt frequently the better: And after a War of 
more than twenty-five Years they obtained a Victory, 
which put the finiſhing Stroke to this long Quarrel. 
Thoſe of Pi/a ſeeing no Remedy, were conſtrained to 
entreat Peace ; but the inſulting Conquerors refuſed all 
Accommodation but on the moſt hard Conditions. The 
firſt was, that they ſhould give up for ever, to the Ge- 
neeſe, the whole Iſland of Corfica, and all the Preroga- 
tives they pretended to have over it. The ſecond, and 
_ moſt mortifying was, that they ſhould pluck down 
the Tops of all the Houſes in Pi/a, Teaving them no 
more than one Story high, 70 he end, ſaid the Genoe/e, 
that when they fee their Palaces, and thoſe magnificent 
Structures ſo much humbled, it may be a Curb to the 


#7 Pride of the Inhabitants, and put them in mind what is 


owing to their Vanguiſbers and Maſters. The Senate 
and Lords of Piſa could not contain their Rage at this 
Propoſal, and the People became fo deſperate when 
informed of it, that they choſe rather to ſet the whole 
City in a blaze than ſubmit to ſuch Demands : But the 
t Men ſhewed in this Affair, lefs Contempt for 
Life than the Populace, and by demoliſhing their fine 
Palaces, they firſt gave an Example which the reſt by 
| were perſuaded to imitate; and in a ſhort time 
all thoſe lofty Turrets and gilded Spires which orna- 
mented this beautiful City were reduced to flat Roofs 
of fo many ſingle Floors. But the Hate which this In- 
ſolence of Conqueſt occaſion'd, ſtill continues, and 
| doubtleſs 
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doubtleſs will, for many Generations, among the Na- 
tives of Pi/a. 

BEHOL D, therefore, purſued Thelamont, how ſe- 
verely the Sin of Obſtinacy was puniſhed in this Re- 
public, and judge if it had not been better for them to 
have receded in ſome Points, than to have endured 
ſo long a War, in which a great number of Lives were 
loft, and to ſee their Buildings ſuffer a Diminution ſo 
ſhameful to the Inhabitants ? We hear of many ſuch 
Incidents in Hiſtory, ſaid Julia, which one cannot re- 
flect on without being amazed that Men ſhould ſo far 
be ſwayed by an empty Pride, and Tenaciouſneſs of 
what, it often happens in ſtrict Legality belongs not to 
'em: As it was with Pi/a, that Republic having, in- 
deed, no Right over the Iſland of Corfica, unleſs every 
Dominion which aſſiſts the other, may be ſaid to have 
one. 

STILICON, ſaid Alphonſo, chief Commander of 
the Legions of the Emperor Honorius, was the moſt. 
verſed in all the Stratagems of War, the moſt courage- 
ous, and moſt implacable in his Cruelty of any General 
of his time ; having led the Imperial Army againſt 
Radaguaiſe King of the Gothe, who had entered Tracy, 
with numerous Forces, and committed great Devaſtati- 
ons, overtook him in Taſcany, where the other waited 
his Approach to give him Battle: But Sti/icon know- © 
ing that not only the Glory, but Safety alſo of the Em- 

ire depended on his Succeſs, was unwilling to hazard 
© great a Stake; and, therefore, artfully ſhifted Places 
ſo often, that he greatly haraſs'd the Gothic Troops, 
and at laſt, by a Maſter-piece of Cunning, encloſed 
'em in the Streights of Faiſele. They had no ſooner 
pitch'd their Tents, than Radaguaiſe was ſenſible of 
his Error; but tho” he attempted to remove, was pre- 
vented in all his Enterprizes by Sti/icon, who kept his 
Forces as it were at Bay, ſometimes ſeeming to leave 
a Paſſage free, then cloſing it up again with the dead 
Bodies of thofe who marched forward.. In fine, great 
Numbers periſh'd by the Stratagem, and the whole 
. Body of the Army was greatly weakened by Diſeaſes 
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and Famine: Having no Communication with any 
Town, they were at length compelled to eat their | 
Horſes ; but what was infinitely more terrible was, that | 
| the exceſſive Heats that Summer had entirely dried up 
ga little Rivulet that run thro' the Valley, and had ſerv- 
cd for ſome time to ſuſtain Nature. Having now nei- 
ther Food nor Water, they fell dying on the Earth, 
like Autumn Leaves from the Trees, and thoſe which 
yet ſurvived, were too weak to inter their Compa- 
nions. In this Calamity they ſent every Hour to Sei- 
licon; but he refuſed their Meſſages, and could not be 
prevailed on either to ſupply them with the Neceſſaries 
of Life, or to grant them Liberty to depart, tho' they 
made him all forts of Submiſſions, and would gladly 
have ſubſcribed to any Terms he would have propos'd. 
He had the Cruelty to let the King, the Generals, and 
a great Number of Women and Children who follow- 
ed their Huſbands and their Fathers, periſh in this 
miſerable Manner; and exulted, that he had deſtroy- 
ed, with little Loſs to the Empire, an Army with which 
the unfortunate Radaguaiſe had promited himſelf the 
Conqueſt of all Lay. 
Tuis was a ſtrange Cruelty in my Opinion, cried 
Florinda, and I think Sti/icon had acquired much 
greater Glor: if he had been more humane. Indeed, 
interrupted Felicia, he ſhewed himſelf, on this Occa- 
hon, more Barbaros than thoſe to whom that Name 
is generally given. 
Was has great Privileges, anſwer'd Eraſmus, and 
a General is not to be blamed, who puts in practice all 
ſorts of Stratagems that may conduce to the Deſtruc- 
tion of his Enemy. I condemn not, reſumed that 
amiable Lady, the Ace by which he difre/7'd the 
Enemies, but the Crue/ty he treated them with, when 
in his Power. I believe there are none here, Madam, 
ſaid Melintas, who would not find it very difficult to 
act as Silicon. Certainly, added Orophanes ; but it 
maſt ſtill be-allowed, the Empire owed it's Safety to 
this total Ruin in that great Army, who would elſe 
have recruited, and beca no leſs cruel than they 06 
cen 
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been in the Heart of Italy, plundering and committing 
all ſorts of Outrages wherever they paſſed. 

Ir is very eſſential, ſaid Orſames, to a General who 
makes uſe of Stratagems, to be perfectly acquainted 
with the Character, and even Diſpoſition of thoſe he 
would practiſe them upon; to the end, that knowing 
what his Enemy 1s capable of enterprizing, he may 
alſo know how to prevent and break. his Meaſures. 

Is all Times, and among all Nations, added The- 
lamont, the greateſt ' Generals have had recourſe to 
Stratagem; but without ſearching the Records of An- 
tiquity, there are yet flagrant in our Memory, many 
ſingular and glorious Examples. Monſieur de Turenne 
with a handful of Men, his Army conſiſting of no 
more than fourteen thouſand, deſtroyed the Imperial 
Forces, tho? very near fix to one, and in Poſſeſſion of 
Alſatia. The Germans apprehending no ſuch matter, 
were enjoying themſelves, and ſcatter'd up and down 
the Country, when the Marſhal ſupprized and attack'd 
them at the Foot of the Mountains of that Province. 

Tur Stratagems of Monfieur the Marſhal” de Lux- 
emburg at Flerus, and at Luxe, gained him two very 
great Victories over the confederate Armies, command- 
ed by Count Waldee. At the Battle of Steintergue, 
the Prince of Orange and the Duke of Bawaria made 
uſe of a Stratagem, which muſt undoubtedly have been 
ſucceſsful, had not the Genius of Luxemburg been 
ſuperior to theirs. The Allies having ſurprized him 
before he could range his Army in form of Battle; they 
had already broke through the Brigade of Bourbon, 
and taken fix Pieces of Cannon, which they turned 
againſt the French : But this was deſtined to give 
_ never-dying Laurels to the gallant Prince of Conti, 
and the Marſhal de” Luxemburg; who, perceiving 
that all was in Danger, did things which were almoſt 
ſupernatural, and in Repetition will hardly be credited 
by After-ages : In a word they, and they alone, for it 
was their Valour that animated the reſt, made Victory 
turn her Face to the utmoſt Diſappointment of thoſe 
two great Generals, the Prince of Orange and Duke of 

A x Bavaria, 
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Bavaria, who in the beginning of the Fight, had aſ- 
ſured themſelves of a contrary Fate. 

Tus Marſhal de Luxemburg returned this Decep- 

tion, ſaid Or/ames, and tho' it was very difficult to 

ſurprize the Prince of Orange, his uncommon Pene- 


tration making him ſce almoſt every thing, yet could 


he not prevent one which was not a little fatal to his 
Army. The Marſhal having no Opportunity of at- 
tacking his Enemies, they being encamp'd in a Place 
too advantageous, he order'd fifteen thouſand Pioneers, 
with a great Number of Cannon, to go toward Lizge, 
and then followed with the whole Body of his Army, 
having provided them with Store of Ammunition- 
Bread, and a prodigious Quantity of all ſorts of Vic- 
tuals, which he cauſed to be bought up all round the 
Country. This News being immediately reported to 
the Prince of Orange, he doubted not but the Marſhal 
was going to beſiege Liege. In this Belief he decamp- 
ed, and paſſed the River Geet, with a Reſolution of 
following the French Army, and encloſing them behind 
when they ſhould be ſet down before that City : But 
how great was his Confuſion, when, being entered on 
the Plains of Nerwind, he perceived thole whom he 
thought ſo far off, were within half a League of him ; 
and no fooner found the Succeſs of their Stratagem, 
than they turned and marched up to him. Night was 
juſt coming on ; but this great Prince had Preſence 
enough of Mind to give all neceſſary Orders to avoid 
Confuſion in his Troops; he obliged them to work all 
Night to make an Entrenchment, nor gave any Mo- 
ments to repoſe himſelf, but by his Preſence encouraged 
them to neglect nothing ſo great an Emergency requir- 


ed: But in Spite of all theſe Precautions the Marſhal 


broke in upon him, and forced the Fight while he was 
yet unready for Defence. In this Battle the Allies loſt 
a great number of Men; and the French might be ſaid 
to have gain'd a compleat Victory, tho” it muſt be con- 
feſs'd, to the Glory of Naſ/au, that never any Man be- 
haved with more Courage and Conduct; nor did ever 
any Troops more anſwer the Expectations of their __ | 
ner 
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neral than thoſe he led, tho” againſt all the Advantages 
the Marſhal de Luxemburg now had over them, they 
could not hope to conquer. 

Auen the many Stratagems which have met with 
their deſired Effect, ſaid Orophanes, we mult not omit 
that made uſe of at the Camp of Dinant, by Monfieur 
the Marſhal de Villars; when ſurprizing them with 
Sword in hand, he deſtroyed the greateſt Part of their 
Troops, diſpers'd the reſt, took the Dutch General 
Priſoner, and all the Proviſions and Ammunition that 
were to be conveyed into the Army of Prince Eugene, 
then beſieging Landrecy, which obliged him ſoon after 
to raiſe the Siege, and occaſioned the Reduction of 
three conſiderable Places which had coſt the Allies 
three ſeveral Campaigns. All this was the Fruit of one 
great Victory; and the Peace that follow'd thereupon, 
crowned that Hero with immortal Honour. Nor did 
he fail to receive, replied Urania, the juſt Reward of 
his Valour and Prudence from his auguſt Maſter, and 
the whole Kingdom. It is certain, added Eraſmus, 
that no General ever deſerved more of his King and 
Country, than did the Marſhal de YVillars. He was a 
Man formed as it were for War, and had in him all 
Qualifications neceſſary to complete a great General: 
He diſcovered the moſt admirable Talents at the moſt 
early Years, and in the firſt Eſlays of his Arms, gave 
Proofs that he only wanted an Opportunity to do the 
greateſt Actions. 

THERE is no Character, in my Judgment, replied 
Florinda, more illuſtrious than that of an Hero, nor 
do 1 blame Ambition in a Monarch when it, tranſ- 
ports him no farther than for the Glory of his Coun- 
try ; but in the Quarrels which happen between Princes, 
methinks good Manners ſhould always be obſerved 
with the utmoſt Strictneſs. I have ſeen ſome Decla- 
rations of War which have been filled with-the moſt 
injurious Expreſſions, and ky the Heat and Fury with 
which they = to have been wrote, carry more the 
Air of a perſonal Hatred, than juſt Confideration for 
the Good of their Subjects. They ſhould, methinks, 

conſider, 
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conſider, that tho! there is a time in which Var is ne. 
eeſſary, it may be followed by one wherein Peace may 
be acceptable; that their Manifeito's remain to Poſte. 
rity, and that Invectives for the moſt part do more 
Prejudice to him that makes them, than to the Obje& 
they are made upon. I know 'tis requiſite that a Prince 
ſhould equally inform his Subjects and his Enemy with 
the Reaſons of his making War; but then I would 
have him only ſet forth the Juſtice of his Cauſe, with- 
out entering into particular Piques or biting Reproaches, 

IT ſeems to me, that Kings in all their Actions 
ought to be agitated in a manner different from other 
Men; that is to ſay, with as much more Grandeur and 
Nobleneſs, as they are elevated in their Station above 
their Subjects; and that in all their Quarrels they 
ſhould avoid the Weakneſs of the Vulgar. 

NoTrinc, beautiful Florinda, can be more juſt 
than this Reflection, replied The/amont ; we read in 
Hiſtory that thoſe Heroes whoſe Names are ſo greatly 
reſpected, gained no leſs Honour by their manner of 
making War, than by their great Victories. In the 
Wars of the Greeks and Perfians, in thoſe of Pelopon- 
neus, of Darius and Alexander, of Cæſar and Pompey ; 
what a juſt Decorum was obſerved ; what Confederation 
did every generous Enemy treat the other with ! 

A famous Hiſtorian, ſpeaking of Demetrius and Pto- 
lemy, two of Alexander's Succeſſors; The ſole Defire 
F Glory, ſaid he, enflamed their Hearts, they were 
free from Envy, Avarice, or Hate, and behaved with 
more Honour in Enmity, than wwe find uſually practiſed 
among thoſe who profeſs Friendſhip. 

Ir is thus that all Princes ought to act, and I believe 
this excellent Leſſon of the Ancients, that ave ould treat 
our Friends as Perſons who-might one Day be our Ene- 
mies; and our Enemies as thoſe who might bereafter 
become our Friends, was chiefly intended for them. 

I never read or hear af a contrary Behaviour, faid 
Orſames, but it ſurprizes me, that neither Policy, 
nor Glory can correct thoſe wild Sallies of Paſſion, to 
which alone we can aſcribe that little Reſpe& a Prince 
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pays to his own Dignity, in abuſing it in the Perſon of 
his Equal. It is indeed highly for the Intereſt of all 
Men to obſerve this Rule, but infinitely more ſo for 
thoſe, whoſe every Action is not only conſpicuous, 
while they we, to the whole World, but alſo regiſter'd 
for Poſterity to cenſure or approve, till Time ſhall be 
no more. 

ORSA MES was about to continue his Diſcourſe, 
when Urania was informed Dinner waited them ;. on 
which they adjourn'd to the Hall, where having placed 
themſelves at Table, they gave a little Relaxation to 
ſerious Entertainments ; but though the Converſation 
could hot be ſaid to be altogether fo inſtructive as it had 
been, it was not, however, accompany'd with Jeſs 
Wit. Such a Delicacy of Sentiment reigned through 
all this amiable Society, as gave an agreeable 'Turn to 
the moſt infignificant Subject, and nothing fell from 
the Mouth of any of them that could be called ſuper- 
fluous or unmeaning. ' 

Dinner being over, they retired to the Study, 
where they were no {ooner entered, than they ſaw Ce- 
limena accompany'd by two Ladies, whoſe Beauty 
could no where be equalled but in this Aſſembly. We 
arrived here but this Morning, faid Ce/imena, and 
jealous of the. Happineſs of Melintas and Hortenfia, 
who I heard were here, I come to ſhare it with theſe 
two Perſons, whom when you know as well as I do, I 
doubt not but their Preſence will be agreeable. I can 
aſſure you, replied Hortenſia, who advanced towards 
them with Urania, that you are not in the leaſt de- 
ceiv'd in this Conjecture; for this agreeable Company 
are already ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed in Favour of Silviana 
and Areliſe. | 

THess Words leaving Urania no longer in Suf- 
pence, ſhe ſaluted her new Gueſts in a manner which 


made them ſee their Company was extremely accept- 


able to her. I know not how to believe, ſaid Areliſe, 
that we have the Advantage Hortenſia would flatter us 
with the Hope of, or that our Names can be conſider- 
able enough to be known in a Place which _— 

What 
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whatever is moſt amiable in the World. Permit me to 
1 tell you beautiful Areliſe, reply'd Urania, that there 
| is more of Modeſty than Truth in your Diſcourſe ; and 


| if yon imagine that there is any thing agreeable in our 
| * Society you mult alſo believe that we are fond of the 
1 Company of Perſons who are capable of _ tening our 
| Enjoyments. In Juſtice to all here, therefore, as well 
| as to myſelf, I ſhall omit nothing in my Power to con- 
| vince you with how much Ardency the Acquaintance of 
| Silviana and Areliſe has been defired by us. 
| ARELISE, faid Sil#iana, with the moſt en- 
chanting Vivacity, ought to ſpeak only for herſelf ; So- 
litude, the Love of Reading, and a Wiſdom ſometimes 
too auſtere, makes her prefer her Cloſet to the moſt 


gether different, and the Gaiety of it is ſo well known 
to all who have ever ſeen me, that among the Number, 
1 don't think it poſſible that ſome one may have in- 
formed Urania that I am of a Character ſufficiently 
extraordinary to excite her Curioſity. 

Wes ſhall judge of it, anſwer'd Urania, ſmiling ; 
and here are thoſe who muſt aſſiſt me in teſtifying the 
15 Pleaſure I feel in your Preſence. At theſe Words the 
= two beautiful Friends received the Salutations of the 
Whole Company, which Civilities being over, and 
every body fat down; You ſee here, Eid Camilla, 


miſes you nothing but Entertainments extremely grave 


when you ſhall know that our Huſbands are our Lo- 
vers, and that our greateſt Happineſs is in being their 
Miſtreſſes, you will baniſh thoſe Ideas, which the firſt 
Reflection on our Conditions might inſpire. 
Tuts is a very delicate and artful Way, replied Sil. 


have no Conqueſts to expect here. 

Ir is true, added Florinda, and we ought to eſteem 
it a greater Bleſſing than ever we did, that "thoſe we 
love are united to us by indiſſoluble Ties; ſince with- 
- out 


enlivening Converſation : But I am of a Humour alto. 


Wich her uſual Sprightlineſs, an Aſſembly which pro- 
and ſerious, being all of us Wives and Huſbands ; but 


i 4 wviana, in the ſame Tone, of letting us know that we 
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out that we ſhould have Cauſe to apprehend Danger in 
the Sight of ſo many Charms. 

You do not_ conſider, interrupted Orophanes, that 
theſe Compliments involve us in the utmoſt Perplexity : 
None of us but are ready to do juſtice to the Beauty of 


' Silviana and Areliſe, and to prove our Senſe of it by 


all the Gallantries in our Power ; but as we are Huſ- 
bands, it is not permitted them to accept of our De- 
yoirs, and the Character of Lovers of our Wives, for- 
bids us alſo to ſay that we think. To relieve you 
from this Inquietude, anſwer'd Cælimena, I think it 
no Breach of Diſcretion to declare to you that Si/viana 
and Areliſe are engaged to ſubmit in a very ſhort time 
to the Laws of Hymen ; and as Love has the chief 
hand in making theſe Nuptials, 'tis not to be doubted 
but that their Huſbands will alſo always continue to be 
their Lovers. 

TH1s is News, Madam, faid Melintas, which de- 
mands all our Acknewledgments-; nor could any thing 
afford us a more {ſincere Satisfaction: For though this 
agreeable Company are entirely free from all Envy and 
Jealouſy, yet I am perſuaded tliat the Spirit of Freedom 
and Confidence will ſparkle more among them, than 
had they been of different Condition. In ſpeaking 
theſe Words, he gave Eraſmus a Look, which Florin- 


da obſerving, bluſh'd exceedingly, remembring the 


little Uneaſineſs ſhe had expreſs d on the Dialogue on 
Self-love being read ; but recovering immediately from 
her Diſorder ; I underſtand, ſaid ſhe to him, to whom 
this Diſcourſe is addreſs'd, and I will fave you the 
Trouble of publiſhing my Weakneſs by doing it my- 
ſelf. It is I alone, continued ſhe, to whom the beau- 
tiful Silviane ought to apprehend her Charms would 
give Diſquiet, ſince they already have done ſo ſor. the 

Space of a Moment. r 
URAN I A perceiving Silviana wiſh'd an Explana- 
tion of this Diſcourſe, related the Adventure of Era/- 
mus in the Tuilleries, and how he had taken in his Ta- 
blets all the Diſceurſe that paſs'd between theſe two 
amiable Ladies. It was on this Occaſion that * of 
em 
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them confirmed Urania and her Friends in the good 
Opinion they had before conceived of their Wit and 
Undesſtanding ; the Repartees they made, diſcovering 
the molt elegant and delicate Genius: And it was 
concluded by all the Company, that tho* nothing could 
be more dazzling than the Beauty of Silviana and Are. 
liſe, yet was the Ear in hearing them ſpeak, more de- 
lighted than the Eye with beholding the Graces of 
their Perſons. About half an Hour was paſs'd in an 
eternal Round of Wit: After which, Indeed, ſaid Ae 
liſe, if it be true that ſome Days are more fortunate 
than others, this may juſtly be accounted the moſt 
happy one of our Lives. 

Inis is very obliging, anſwer'd Urania, but the 
Good-fortune is entirely on our Side. Tis ſhared on 
both, interrupted Celimena: But tho' Areliſe ſeemed 
to rally on the Opinion of good and bad Days, yet I am 
poſitively of Opinion there. are ſuch; having often ob- 
ſerved, that do all we can on ſome Days, nothing will 
go right, and on others every thing ſhall happen to our 
Wich, without even taking any Pains for it. 

"In all times, ſaid Thelamont, and in all Nations, 
this Idea has taken place; and tho” Superſtition in weak 
Minds carries it frequently too far, yet it is not alto- 
gether to be rejected. It is remarkable, that the four- 
teenth Days of the Moaths have always been ſucceſsful 
to France. Ihe 14th of June, in the Year 411, Me. 
roweus King of France join'd the Romans and Goth: 
near Chalones in Champaign, and fought the famous 
Battle of Catalaunian, with 4ttilla King of the Hunt; 
in which periſh'd a hundred and eighty chouſand of 
thoſe Barbarians. 

Fax, 14th of May, 1509, Lewis the Twelfth gain- 
ed a complete Victory over the Ycnetians in the Battle 
of Agnadel or Giarradadda, where the Venetiant loſt 
twenty thouſand Men, with the greateſt Part of their 
Country ; and but five hundred of the French Soldiers 
died in the Field. * 

The 14th of May, i515, his Succeſſor Francis 


the Firſt won the Battle of Marignon over the _ 
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who had declared themſelves Protectors of Maximilian 
Sforza Duke of Milan, and were now juſtly puniſhed 
for having broken the Treaty of Alliance made with 
France; Fifteen thouſand uy dying on the Spot, 
three thouſand were made Priſoners, which with their 
whole Artillery, Baggage, and the Dutchy of Milan, 
were the Prize of this great Victory. So cruel was the 
Combat, that the King being thirſty, and calling for 
Water, the Officers could find none fit to preſent him 
with, all the Rivers near the Camp being tinctured with 
the Blood of his Enemies. Dreadful as Hiſtory repre- 
ſents the Fight theſe People had with Julius Ceſar, it 
was attended by 8 yet leſs dreadful than 
this with Francis the Firſt at Marignon. 

Tur 14th of April 1544, the Count 4 Anghien, 
General of the French Army, gained the Battle of Seri- 
ſoles, over the Imperial Forces, compoſed of Germans 
and Spaniards : F een thouſand Imperialiſts lay breath- 
leſs on the Earth, and two thouſand five hundred and 
twenty-five were taken Priſoners. Of the Spaniards 


. ſeven thouſand were flain, and fix hundred and fifty- 


nine, with their General, and an immenſe Booty, 
brought in Triumph to Paris. 

Tus 14th of Fanuary 1553, the French obliged the 
Emperor Charies the Fifth, to raiſe the famous Siege 
of Mentz, which he had attacked with a formidable 
Army. | 

Ando the 14th of March 1590, Henry the Great 
won that memorable Victory over the Army of the 
League, which at one Blow deftroyed the Hydra that 
had fo Tong diſtrubed it's native Country with inteſtine 
Broils: All the rebellious Towns ſubmitted upon it; 
and it was never in the Power, either of the Spaniard, 
or any other Neighbour jealous of the French Glory, 
to revive the dying Spirit of this once dangerous and 
turbulent Faction. 

Yov convince us, ſaid Ce/imena, perceiving. Thela- 
mont was ſilent, that theſe Epochs were too happy 
for us not to excuſe our Superſtition ; and methinks it 
would be an Obſtinacy not leſs pardonable wholly to 

Vo. III. 1 ſlight 
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light Days which brought Occutrences ſo remarkably 
| 


Bo r, replied Felicia, if the French have Reaſon 
to account Points of Time as happy, the Van- 
quiſhed have the ſame to look on them as the reverſe, 
and I ſhould be curious to know, if I could, what they 
faid of them. There is no doubt, faid Era/mus, but 
thoſe who ſuffered ſo confiderably, put thoſe Days in 
the Rank of the moſt unfortunate. "4 continued he, 

it is not only to France the Number Faurteen has been 
ſo lucky. William, ſurnamed the Conqueror, Duke 
of Normandy, obtained that great Victory over Harold 
King of Eng/and, which put him in Poſſeſſion of the 
whe Iſland on the 14th of Auguſt 1066. 

Tais Prince, aſſiſted by the 'Troops of William the 
Eight, Duke of Guyenne, and Count of Poitou; of 
Hugh de Liguria, Count of Main; of Gay, Count of 
Ponthieu ; of Euftace, ſecond Count of Boulogne ; of 
William the Firſt, Count of Nevers; of Baldwin, 
Count of Flanders, his Brother-in-law ; and by-thoſe 
of the Count of Bretagne ; met Harold on Haſtings 
Downs in England, the two Armies conſiſting of near 
an hundred thouſand Men each ; where, after a very 
ſharp Fight, William was victorious, and that beautiful 
Kingdom ſubmitted to him by the Laws of Conqueſt. 

Ir might ſtill be ſaid, replied Alphonſo, that the 

Genius of France favoured this Invaſion; the 
Duke of Normandy being a Native of it, and the great- 
eſt Part of his Forces. After he had gained, added 
Orophanes, this famous Battle, in which King Harold 
loſt his Life, as did alſo the Count of Cork his Bro- 
ther; he marched his conquering Troops directly to 
London, well knowing that being the Metropolis, all 
the other Cities wal take Example by it, and had 
ever done ſo in all the Revolutions England had known, 
Fe therefore reſolved to allow no Repoſe to himſelf or 
Army, till he ſhould fix his Title in the Reduction of 
this City, which he found in a Confuſion not eaſy to 
deſcribe. | os 
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Tus Approach of the Conqueror was no ſooner 
known, then the Lords aſſembled themſelves in the 
Tower of London; but they had little Time for cool De- 
bates, the People came in great Numbers about the 
Walls, crying out in a tumultuous Manner, that they 
ought to ſubmit to #/i/liam Duke of Normaudy, ſince 
the Crown had been bequeathed him by King Edward; 
and that it was better to preſerve their Lives, their For- 
tunes, and the Honour of their Waves and Daughters, 
by opening their Gates freely to him, who elſe had the 
Power to = them. Theſe Words ſo often repeated 
with ſuch Vehemence, made the Lords eaſily perceive 
they ſhould be conſtrained to comply with them; and 
whatever Deſires they might have of oppoſing M illiam, 
there was now no Time for it: The Counts Edwin and 
Moreand, two Brothers, and experienced Generals, had 
been able to bring to London no more than four thou- 
ſand out of that great Army which had followed Harold ; 
and there was ſo little Hope of being able to raiſe anew 
one time enough to prevent the Paſlage of the Conque- 
or, that it would have been little better than an Act 
of Deſperation to ſtand out againſt him, | 
I x Spight, therefore, of all the Remonſtrances made 
by Stigand Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Primate of 
the Kingdom, who employ'd all his Rhetoric to diſ- 
ſuade them from acknowledging a Stranger, it was re- 
ſolved among the Principal Lords of the Court to throw 
themſelves in a Body at the Feet of Wi/liam to implore 
his Clemency, and offer him their Allegiance. They 
were the more confirmed in this Deſign when they beard 
that Edgar, who was the only Prince remaining of the 
ancient Britons, accompanied by the Archbiſhop of 
York, the Biſhop of Durham, and the Counts Edwin 
and Moreand, were gone to meet the Conqueror at 
Berkhamſtead. There was therefore no Room for Delay, 
and the Mayor of London, with all the principal Men 
of the City, as well as Lords of the Court, ſet forward to 
aſſure him their Gates where open to give him Entrance, 
H E received their Submiſſiom graciouſly, and the 
next Day marched towards the Capital, where he made 
| 12 a triymphant 
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a triumphant Entry on the 22d of October 1066. four. 
teen Days after his Deſcent in Exgland. Nothing could 
bea Spectacle of more Magnificence than to ſee a Prince, 
followed by an Army of a hundred thouſand Men, ſur- 
rounded by a great Number of the Nobility of France, 
whom the Love of Glory alone had engaged to accom- 
pany him in his Expedition; and by thoſe of England, 
who conducted him to the Palace of the Kings of Eng- 
land, amidſt the joyful Acclamations of an . 
Multitude, who teſtified now as much Love as they had 
done Hate ſome Days before ; and all this was done 
- without any Confuſion, or without any Abuſe of Vic- 
tory in the Conquerors, or Murmur in the Vanquiſh'd. 
"Noa was this wiſe Prince puffed up with Pride at his 
new Exaltation, but being of that Philoſopher's Opi- 
nion, who ſaid, 1//-fortunt trod on the Heels of good, 
in this Affluence of Proſperity, when every thing ſuc- 
ceeded even beyond his Hopes, he warded againſt the 
reverſe by all manner of neceſſary Precautions ; and ea- 
fily ſeeing the People of England were of a fickle, un- 
certain Diſpoſition, he divided his large Army into five 
Bodies, which he ſent into { te Counties to awe them 
into a Perſeverance of that Duty he deſired from them. 
His Coronation being fixed for Chrifmas Day, he 
ſpoke to the Archbiſhopof Canterbury, whoſe Office it 
. was to perform that Ceremony ; but how great was the 
Surprize of this Conqueror, who, all covered with 
Glory, and in Poſſeſſion of the moſt abſolute Power, 
had nothing in him which could compel this Prelate to 
reſtrain the Sentiments of his Heart; but anſwered him 
with the moſt determined Air, that the Holy Oils 
ought not to be adminiſter*d but to legitimate Kings: 
That Conqueſt had not the Power of making him any 
other than a 'Tyrant and Uſurper, who by Force had 
ſeated himſelf on a 'Throne to which he had no Right. 
If, faid he, you would be a King indeed, call a free 
Parliament; and if the people elect you to reign over 
them, I ſhall be the firſt to ——— bn ou as my So- 
| . and to pour on your Head that ſacred Unction 
which gives the Title of Royalty. But till I ſee you 
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eſtabliſhed ſo by the Laws of the Land, no Perſuaſions, 
or Force, ſhall prevail on me to dreſs you in a pageant 
Greatneſs, and make a Mockery of thoſe divine Cere- 
monies by which Kings are conſtituted. 

Tus Reſolution, or rather the Boldneſs of this Pre- 
late, left William in the utmoſt Aſtoniſhment ; yet did 
he not ſeem to reſent it in the leaſt: But believing it 
would not be prudent to call any Aſſembly of the Peo- 
ple for his Election, as pretending his Right was uncon- 
teſtable, he addreſs'd the Archbiſhop of Fork, who, 
leſs ſcrupulous than his Grace of Canterbury, performed 
the Ceremony on the appointed Day; and rejoyced to 
have this Opportunity of diſputing the Premacy with 
the other: Which he did ſo warmly, that all his Suc- 
ceſſors have ever ſince kept it up; and tho' it has cre- 
ated infinite Diſturbances in the Church, not all the Me- 
diation that could be made, has to this Day been able 
to put an end to it; for tho' the Archbiſhops of Can- 
0 have been in Poſſeſſion of the Title, yet thoſe of 
York pretend to the Right of it, and would never be 


brought to recede from a Claim to that Dignity. 


THESE Sort of Quarrels, ſaid Areliſe, are often the 
Cauſe of great Diſorders in Religion: Where-ever the 
Prelates quit the great Deſign of their Function, and 
obſtinately uphold ſome particular View either of In- 
tereſt or Ambition, Hereſy takes it Opportunity to 


creep in, the Rage of Party is fermented, Rebellions 


againſt the Civil as well as Ecceleſiaſtical Juriſdiction are 
immediately formed, the ſupreme Authority is affronted, 
and the very Fundamentals of the greateſt Monarchy. 
are capable of being ſhaken. 

Oss rA ex, replied The/amont, is the inſeparable 
Companion of Hereſy, as I could eaſily make appear 
in a thouſand Foxit id out of Hiſtory ; but as I have 
now a very remarkable one occurs to my Remem- 
brance; that ſhall ſuffice. | 

In the Year 1628, continued he, Monſieur the 
Prince de Conde, Father of him who has filled our An- 
nals with ſo many heroic Actions, commanded the Army 
of the King, againſt the Calvinifs who were then in 
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open Rebellion, and had poſſeſs'd themſelves of ſeveral 
Provinces in the Weſt of France. This great General, 
among other Places, beſieged the City of St. Sever, 
and having made a conſiderable Breach in the Walls by 
his Artillery, ordered his Soldiers to _-— a general Aſ- 
fault; but they were repulſed with ſo much Vigour, 
that they were obliged to retire within their Trenches. 
They made various Attempts afterwards, but with the 
fame Fate; and the Prince deſpairing to take it by 
Storm, fat down contented, that Famine would in a 
Mort Time make them gladly ſurrender. When their 
Diſtreſs was at the*Height, and greater Numbers pe- 
riſh'd thro* Hunger than had done by the Sword; he 
offered the Reſidue the moſt favourable Conditions, yet 
would not theſe obſtinate Wretches liſten to any Propo- 
fals of that kind, chuſing rather to die with their Wives 
and Children the moſt miferable of all Deaths, than live 
by the Mercy of a King they were reſolved to throw off 
all Allegiance to. 

Pa 1 1 E within, and continual Aſſaults without, had 


at length le very few alive ; yet weak and almoſt ex- 


iring as they were, their Obſtinacy remained in full 
trength ; and to deprive the Prince's Army of all Ad- 
vantage by their Conqueſt, they deſtroyed by Fire all 
their rich Furniture, which was too bulky to be caſil 
taken away ; and one Night when it was very dark. 
made a Hole in the Wall, thro which they crept, car- 
rying with them whatever they had preſerved from the 
lames, and made their Eſcape to the Mountains, 
were they all periſhed miſerably. 
Ar the Break of Day, the Prince being told that no 


Perſon was to be feen on the Walls, made his Troops ad- 


vance cautiouſly, imagining ſome Ambuſcade ; but per- 
ceiving the ap mace in the Wall, he eaſily conjectured 
the Truth, and was preſently confirmed, when after for- 
cing the undefended Gates, he found ſeveral Men loaded 
with Goods, and endeavouring to follow their Compani- 
ons the fame Way they went; theſe he cauſed to be ſlain 
on the Spot : And thus periſhed all the Inhabitants of 
that unhappy City, Victims of Herefy and W - 
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Tuts was indeed, ſaid $:/viana, a very terrible Ef- 
ſect of Obſtinacy ; and I think one cannot too much 
uard one's ſelf againſt a Vice which never fails to bring 
its Puniſhment along with it. ; 

OBsT18acy, added Orophanes, is the moſt pernici- 
ous Quality a Perſon can be guilty of, becauſe it not on- 
ly occaſions all Manner of Crimes, but alſo encourages 
a Preſeverance in them; it utterly deſtroys all the ſocial 
Virtues, and in Matters of Religion is the Ruin of that 
very Motive by which it pretends to be ſupported ; 
Meekneſs, Humility, and a ready Conformity to the 
higher Powers in all lawful Things, being the very Fun- 
damentals of the Chriſtian Doctrine. "Tis wholly ow- 
ing to this Vice of Obſtinacy, that the Chriſtian World: 
is ſo much divided in itſelf ; while thoſe, who profeſs, 
themſelves the Followers of Jesus, waſte their Time 
in Diſſentions with each other, on meer Formalities, 
and Things not at all neceſſary to Salvation, the Ene- 
mies of our holy Faith gain Ground, and make a Jeſt 
of our unhappy Miſunderſtandings. . 

Tu is is an unhappy Truth, replied - Julia; and in 
thoſe kingdoms, where all Opinions are tolerated, and 
every Profeſſor inveighs with equal Warmth againſt the 
other, bow difficult would it be for an Heathen, who 
ſhould come among them, to know which was in the 
right, or whether all were not guilty of ſome Errors? 

Ir was this, ſaid Me/mas, which gave occaſion for 
that ſevere Saying” of a Turk, that the Chriftians 
changed their Opinions in Matters of Religion, as often 
as they did the Faſhion of their Garments ; and as far as 
he could perceive, every Man made ſuch a one for 
himſelf as pleaſed him beſt. © - | 

You fee, ſaid Celimena, turning to Silviana and 
Arelife, in what kind of Entertainments this charming 
Society pals their Time. I doubt not but you are al; 
ready convinced of the Truth of what I told you; but, 
continued ſhe, I am ſure Urania will not oppoſe the 
Defire I have to regale your Eyes as well as Ears, by 


letting you partake all the Beauties of her agrecable- 
Retreat. Aan 8 M * . 
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Tao' I have nothing in it, which J can flatter my- 
felf, will anſwer the Deſcription your Goodneſs has gi- 
ven of it, anſwered Urania, yet I am —_ to com- 


ply with your Requeſt, becauſe 1 hope the beautiful 
Siluiana and Areliſe may find it commodious enough 
to be honoured ſometimes with their Preſence. 
Ar theſe Words all the Company roſe up, and ſhe 
conducted the fair Strangers thro' all the different A- 
partments of which her Houſe was compoſed : They 
22 charmed with the Order every thing was in, 
e pleaſant Prof from the Windows, the Neat- 
neſs, and the Delicacy of Fancy Urenia had ſhewn in 
her Choice of the Furniture, Pictures, and Hangings ; 
but above all, they were delighted with a Cloſet, in 
Which were a great Number of Silk-worms, thoſe 
little Animals which ſpend their Lives for the Pride of 
Mankind. Seeing they were all at work, and the nice 
Oeconomy with which every thing proper either for 
their Suſtenance or Labour was prepared for them, Ce- 
limena cried out, Urania is ignorant of nothing. This 
Acclamation was ſeconded by Silviana and Areliſe, 
and every one agreed that nothing could be more plea- 
ſing than ſuch an Amuſement. | 
Ir cannot, ſaid Urania, be reckoned amang the 
uſeful Occupations to keep theſe Creatures, becauſe the 
Sun has not Power enough in this Country to render 
their Productions ſerviceable as in Climates more warm. 
I paſs a little Time with them, continued ſhe, without 
any other Motive than an Occaſion to admire the Work 
of Providence, who has ordained ſo ſmall an Animal, 
the Source of the greateſt Commerce in the Univerſe. 
Tugix Induſtry, and the different Metamorphoſes 
which are neceſſary for the Multiplication of their Spe- 
cies, is I think to be reckoned among the Wonders of 
Nature, and deſerves the Attention of the whole World. 
Tis true, ſaid Camilla, and I could -paſs whole 
Days unwearied, in ſuch a Contemplation ; but while 
we ſo juſtly give our Admuration to theſe little Animals, 
methinks *we ought to teſtify our Gratitude to thoſe 
who firſt diſcovered the U * 


were the firſt who found out their Worth; and the Way 
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hae 0 glad to know to whom we are ſo much 

obliged. , 54 ; 
as Chineſe undoubtedly, anſwered Thelamont, 


of ordering them, ſo as not to have this beautiful Iſſue 
of their Bowels turn to no Account; becauſe twelve Re- 
ligious Men of the Order of St. Baſil, who were Miſſi- 
onaries in China, brought the Eggs from thence into 
Greece, and inſtructed Country in the Art of 2 
ſerving them during the Winter Seaſon, how to feed 
them when they became Worms with the Leaves of Mul- 
berries, to take the Silk from the Shells, and to put it in a 
Condition afterwards for twiſting and weaving. They 
found ſuch an Advantage in this Manufacture, that they 
ner Mulberries thro? all their Grounds, and in a few 
ears all Greece and Aa Minor, was cover'd with Trees 
of that Fruit, eſpecially the White, the Leaves of which 
are accounted beſt for theſe Animals. The Emperors 
have had ſuch a conſiderable Revenue from their Silk, 
that ſeveral Edits have been 12 by them, to forbid 

on Pain of Death the Tranſportation of any of theſe 
Eggs: But in Spite of theſe Precautions, the Halian Mer- 
e fe great Quantities; but not having the 
right Method of managing them, when in their Enclo- 
ſures, they could never outlive one Seaſon: So that either 
thro* the Negligence or Ignorance of other Nations, 
Greece for a long Time was in Poſſeſſion of this Trea- 
ſure, and engroſſed the Commerce of the whole World. 
Bu r at laſt, Roger, King of Sicily, taking up Arms 
againſt Manuel Comnenas, Son of John Commenus, Em- 
ror of Conſtantinople, for having violated the Law of 
ations in ill - treating his Am dors, made a League 
with the Florentinet, and the Republics of Pra and 
Genoa ;_and theſe Powers being. joined, in the Year 
1150 made a Deſcent on the Iſland of Corqrum, now 
alled Corfu : Which D they paſt on and 
took the Cities of Thebes, Calchidy, and many others, 
where they found an immenſe Booty ; but the moſt con- 
ſiderable to them was the Manufactures of Silk. They 
brought with them all * and Women employed 
; . ; > 5 0 Y pr” -1N 
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new Matter for Admiration. I am no longer 1 
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in tending the Worms, in rolling the Balls, and wind- 


ing the Silk, as alſo all the Inſtruments and Utenfils of 


the Manufacture, with a prodigious Quantity of the 


N and tranſported this rich Treaſure into Trial), 
ws the Art was in a ſmall Time not only underſtood, 


I but improved and brought to ſuch Perfection, that it is 


the greateſt Revenue of the place, as alſo of Provence, 
Lanpuedoc, and Spain. 

Treks is one Thing, faid Sil viara, which I cannot 
forbear taking notice of; and that is, that to expreſs 
a Curiofity here, of knowing any thing, be it on what 
ſoever Subject, one is immediately ſatisfied in a Man- 
ner ſo engaging, and ſo little common, that tis a kind 
of Happinel to be ignorant, that one may receive the 
Pleaſure of ſuch Inſtruction. 

1 Celimena knew the Modeſty of Thelamont made 

i entyely averſe to Praiſe, ſhe interrupted Sifviana 
in theſe Terms: We ſhould never have done, faid ſhe, 
were we to indulge thoſe Reflections, which are indeed 
the Due of every thing we find in this Place : But as I 
have deten to take the Liberty of preſcribing Rules 
to this Company To-day, I am of inion, that a 
Walk in the Gardens would give new to. the 
Couverſation. * 

Tus Sun being now near his Decline, this Advice 
was too agreeable not to be complied with, and 2ong 
adjourned to the Terraſs, Sifviana and Areliſe foun 
ſaid the former of theſe amiable Ladies, at the pate 
ence Melintas and Hortenſia expreſs'd to come hither 
for I already begin to dread the Moment that muſt take 
me from a Place ſo full of every thing that can delight 
either the Mind or Senſe. 

Tus Motive which _— you to quit us, anſwer d 
Celimena, will eaſily conſole you. I proteſt, added 
Areliſe, with a Bluſh, that gave her new Attractions, 
nothing bat a Union earneſtly defired, could make us 
leave this Company without the utmoſt Reluctance. 

Ir you would have us give Credit to Wards ſo o- 
bliging, ſaid Orophanes, you muſt ſpeedily return to 


us, 
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us, and bring with you thoſe Gentlemen, who e 
ſhortly to be happy in the Title of your Huſbands. And 
whatever elſe may be wanting in this Society, I can, 
omiſe you one Satisfaction, that you may enjoy the 
— among us of loving and — without 
any Danger of being cenſured or ridicul 3 
Tara E cannot certainly be a greater Bleſſing in Aa 
married State, reply d Silviana, than ſuch a Freedom; 
and I believe the Inconſtancy of the Men has been the 
only Cauſe it is ſo little practiſed. The Huſband is 
aſhamed to pretend a Paſſion, which ſo many know he 
is incapable of feeling; and the Wife dreads giving 
any Demonſtrations of hers, leſt ſhe ſhould be loo 
on as a mean-ſpirited or too fond Woman. 
Ties certain, Madam, ſaid Eraſnut, that the In- 
of both Sexes had very near abrogated the 
Cuſtorn of married People behaving each to other with 
any fort of Tenderneſs in public; but I thank it begins 


to revive again ſince Divorces have been leſs frequent; 
the Difficuky of being ſeparated, makes both Men and 
Women weigh with the utmoſt Serioufneſs their own 
Inclinations, and the Merits of the Perſon to whom they 
are about being united : and not entry into that State 
without being well determined, there follows not thoſe 
Oecaſions for repenting it afterward, as uſually hap- \ 
pened when Whim, or a fadden Flight of Paſſion was 
the Motive. 
Ver for all that, . replied Aipbonſo, we often fee 
Perſons very unhappy in Marriage, who have not en- 
ered into it without a long Reflection. Nor do I 
ink any can be ſaid to enjoy the Pleaſures of it truly, 
who conteht themſelves with a ſimple rd and Ci- 
vility : The fame Warmth of Paſſion which occaſioned 
that Union, muſt continue, or it will fink! into an in- 
fipid Indolence, which by Degrees will become inſup- 
table. Nor is it ſufficient that this Ardor ſtill reigns 
in one of them, it muſt be reciprocal, ſuch as I dare 
believe is between us all; elſe 1 declare a Divorce is 
rather to be wiſhed than condemn'd. 5 Man 
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Bor, faid Felicia, it was the Aſſurance that | 
one had of being able at any time to throw off Bond, 
Which grew uneaſy, that made People ſo little careful 
of ſoftning them by Sweetneſs, and Good-nature ; 
me refore, I think the Practice is well laid aſide, fince 
|: racy reality no more than a Sanction for .Incon-. 
cy. 4 5 * aa 
Or all the Divorces I have read of, ſaid Orophaner, 
I know none more ſurprizing than that of Etbelred, 
King of Eng/and ; and if Felicia will relate the Hiſ- 
- tory of it to you, I am perſuaded you will be of my 
Opinion. I hope my dear Felicia, replied Urania, 
will not deprive us of that Satisfaction, nor refuſe me a 
Complaiſance I have always had for her. of a TE 4; 
Vo need preſs me no farther, ſaid that amiable 
Lady; and as I ought to conform to the Rules efta- 
bliſhed here, and we have time enough before Supper, 
I will give you the Hiſtory of the Lite of that Prince as 
well as I am able. 
Tazs having pauſed a little, as if to recollect 

the Paſſages ſhe was about to mention, ſhe began in this 


_— SS 
FAM — 2 


„ 
> P77£AMN NS A 
— . HG — 


= 
— 


_ The Hm F Er u IIR ˖, King of 


„ 


| 4 1 5 
NG LAND had been tom with continual Wars 
and Diſſenſions, ſince the: Conqueſt of the Sax- 

ons who had divided it into ſeven Kingdoms; nor cou'd 
it be ſaid to enjoy any Tranquility till the time of 
-  Hihelſtan, who his Reign in the tenth. Age. 

This Prince by his Valour and Policy, hore the ſole 

Dominion ; and having called in the People on the 
Coaſts of Gaal, diſtributed among them ſeveral of the 
Lands, which they occupied in the moſt 1 
* anner; 
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Manner; fo that with a few Years time, and the hene- 
ft of a perſect Peace among themſelves, and with their 
Neighbours, this State carried on an extenſive Com- 
merce, and became greatly rich and flouriſning 
Tus Fertility of the Country, and Convenience f 
its Ports, joined to the Cares of this wiſe Monarch, ' 


4 


fixed a Proſperity. in Eng/and, which continued till the 
Reign of Ethelred one of his Succeſſors, who arrived 

fo ce Dignity in the Year 1004. This Prince, 
whom Heaven had endowed with all the Qualities re- 
quiſite to complete an amiable Man, and great King, 
had been a very happy Monarch, could he have van- 
quiſhed his amorous Inclinations, or had his Paſſion 
been accompanied with Conſtancy. * | | | 

Hex had received his Education under the Care of & - | 
Prince of his own Blood, named Eagar : If at any time: | 
there aroſe an irregular Emotion in his Soul, it was 
immediately check'd by the Admonitions of this wiſe, . 
Governor: Accuſtomed always to obey the Direction of 
this Guide, the young Ethelred examined not into is 
own Heart, nor thought it neceſſary for a long time wc 
conſult. on any thing, as believing it ſufficientto avoid 
Evil, to conform himſelf to t in the Steps of ſuch, f 
a Leader. | 51 

Bur as Children, who while ſupported under the 
Arms, walk in Security, no fooner are truſted alone, 
than they fall; ſo the Diſpoſition of Ezhelred,. his Wit, 
his Generoſity, and the Art of making himſelf beloved 
wherever he pleaſed, ſo much deceiv'd the Penetration 
of Edgar, prudent as he was, that believing him inca- 

ble of ling into.any groſs Errors, he was willing to 
ce him regulate his Condutt himſelf, and ſomething too 
early relinquiſhed that Authority, the Right of Protector 
of the Realm, and Governor, had given himover him. , 

ETHELRED being of an Age, in which the ex- 
terior Graces are the moſt admired, when the Crown 
was ſet upon his Head, his People ſaw him wear it with 
Acclamations of Joy, which ſeemed authorized by an, 
aſſured Belief, that it was his due to reign over them, 
as much by Preheminence of Virtue, as of * | # 
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ons, not only his 


pered with Mercy and Wiſdom, were the Companion; 
of his Authority: And even in the Choice of his Fa. 
vourites, à Point where few Princes do not err, he dif. 
covered an admirable Diſcernment, and à Love for 
= Virtue. Among thoſe who deſerved and poſſeſſed that 
Title, was a Lord of the Court, named Cort: In him 
he placed the greateſt Confidence, and his good Quali- 
ties were ſo juſtifiable a Claim to the Favours he re- 
ceived; that he enjoyed 'em without that Envy which 
ordinarily attends Royal Bounty, 4 
Tuo' the Court of Eabelrad was fall of Princeſſes 
and” Ladies of great Beauty, yet had he never ſhewn 
a particular Attachment to any of them; but, by a 
generat Gallantry, made known he was not unac- 
- quamted with the Methods of inſpiring ſoft Defires, 
while inſenſible of them himſelf. 
+ BuT now a ched the fatal Moment when he 
ſhouldnolonger boaſt a Liberty unconquerable. Having 
mteFto-go one Day into the Country, on a Party 
o Pleaſure with ſome of his Nobles, the Streets and 
Houſes of London where thronged with People to behold 
him paſs ; and obſerving with Pleaſure this Teſtimony 
of his Subjects Love, he very often raiſed his Head, as 
he road on Horſeback, to ſhew himſelf with more Con- 
venience to thoſe in the Windows. It was in this Ac- 
tion-that he had the Opportunity of ſeeing in- one of 
them a young Perſon of about fixteen or ſeventeen 
Years of Age, but of ſo fury 8 „as imme- 
diately rivetted his Eyes on her Face. He could not 
reſiſt the Plæaſure the Contemplation of her Charms gave 
him, and perhaps had continued gazing much longer 
| than be did, if his Horſe, unaccuſtomed to theſe Pauſes, 
had not removed him; but tho' he rode forward, 
his Head was turned toward the Place where ſhe was, 
till too great a Diſtance barred the Proſpect. 
Bu r when he no longer beheld her with his bodily 
Eyes, thoſe of his Mind ſtill feaſted on her Idea, = 
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did the Diverſions he in the Country malte her 
one Moment abſent from him. In fine, his Paſſion was 
as ſtrong as it was ſudden, and nothing being able to 
compenſate for the Pleaſure of ſeeing her, he returned 
to London much ſooner than he intended, and with E- 
motions vaſtly different from thoſe with which he left 
it. As every Movement of a King is immediately 
blazed abroad, the fame Multitude who afſembled to 
behold his going, were Witneſſes of his coming back: 
but he received not the Acclamations of the tranſported 
Populace with that Cheerfulneſs he was wont to do; the 
Charmer of his Heart, and who his impatient Eyes 
were in ſearch of, appeared not. The Houſe. which had 
preſented her to him, was now ſhut ups and the Hope 
of a ſecond Interview entirety baniſh'd. 
So great and une a Diſappoi ſtruck 
him to the Soul, nor could he conceal the firſt Emo- 
tions of his Grief, his Countenance chang'd, and the 
moſt gloomy Penſiveneſs o erſſ thoſe Eyes which 
ufed to diffuſe Joy around. Cort in a Moment per- 
ceived the Alteration, and being near him, aſked if he 
found bimſelf not well. This Demand rouſed the 
King from that 2 of Thought he had been in, 
and looking on this Favourite with a diſorder'd Air, 
When we arrive at the Palace, ſaid he, I will conceal 
nothing from thee: Till then, take no farther notice of 
my Behaviour. Theſe Words were ſufficient to make 
the Perſon to whom they were addreſs'd know, that the 
Mind of his Sovereign laboured under ſome great Inqui- 
etude, and calling to Mind the Earneſtneſs with which he 
had fix d his Eyes on a young Beauty at their Departure, 
and the deep Studies he had ever ſince been in, was not 
far from gueſſing the Truth of this Adventure; but 
could not conſider it as any great Misfortune that a 
Prince like Ezhelred, who he thought might make his 
Fate in ſuch Affairs, ſhould become enamoured. * 
Tur had no ſooner enter'd the Palace than the 
King retired to his Cloſet, where none but Cork 
os admitted, Can I, ſaid he to him with a Look 
which ſeemed to penetrate into his very Soul, can I de- 
: pend 
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E upon thee ? Has the Love and Eſteem, which! 


ve always teſtify'd for thee, been capable of engaging 
thy Service and Secreſy in the moſt important Affair of 
my whole Life ? 

On Sir! reply'd this Favourite, throwing himſelf 
at his Feet, I beſeech you wrong not my Duty or my 
Zeal, by doubting them. My Cares, my Pains, my 
Blood, my Life is yours Diſpoſe of them as you 
pleaſe What is it I muſt undertake ? What is it I 
muſt accompliſh ? Vouchſafe to ſpeak, and eaſe me of 
that cruel Diſquiet I am in, by the Sight of yours. 

ALas! 'reſum'd the King, with a deep Sigh, I won- 
der not at thy Diſcernment; I am not yet enough accuſ- 
tomed to the Motions I feel, to learn the Art of con- 
cealing them. Cort, continued he, after a little Pauſe, 
I love ; but love with a Violence, which is not to be 
equall'd, nor deſcribed ; and to complete my Misfor- 
tune, am ignorant who it is I love. Then he related 
to him all that had happened, and having diſcovered the 
Deſpair he was in, of ever more beholding the Object of 
his Wiſhes ; *Tis for thee, my dear Cork, reſum'd he, 
to ſeek to find, to inform this admirable Perſon of my 
Paſſion, and to ſave the Life of thy Sovereign, by in- 
ſpiring her with ſome Part of the 2 Tenlenel for 
me 


Hens the King ceaſed to ſpeak, and Cork was re- 


Joiced to find that all the Trouble he had expreſſed . 


ſprung only from an amorous Inclination, which he 
ſaw no Difficulty in the Gratification of. He 
omitted nothing that could bring Ezhelred to be of the 
ſame Opinion, and after having aſſured him that he 
would negle& nothing for the Completion of his De- 
fires, I humbly entreat, Sir, ſaid he, that you would 
reſume your uſual Gaiety : Tis the utmoſt Injuſtice to 
- yourſelf to doubt Succeſs, Whatever Charms this Maid 
may be Miſtreſs of, you have ſuch as, join'd with your 
* Dignity, might make all the Beauties of the Eatth think 
it Heir Glory to ſubmit to you. 0 
ETHELRED anſwer' d not to this Diſcourſe, but 


with ſhaking his Head ; which made the Favourite Mo 
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that when a violent Paſſion has taken Poſſeſſion: of the 
Heart, Self- love vaniſhes of Courſe ; and how amiable 
ſoever the Lover is, he thinks all too little to pleaſe the 

Object beloved: But being a little re-aſſured at the 

Promiſes Cork had made him, he returned to the Draw- 

ing-Room, where he . with an Air of Content - 
ment, which gave his -Courtiers no Room to ſuſpe& 

there was the leaſt Diſturbance in his Mind, 

CORK, who went out of the Palace, with a_Reſo- 
lution not to enter into it again, 'till he had made the 
Diſcoveries enjoined him, was ſo ſucceſsful in his En- 
quiries, that he ſoon found the Perſon who had been 
able to captivate the Heart of his King, was called E- 
thelgiue; that ſhe was the Daughter of an Arti/an, 
who, her mother being dead, had beſtowed all the 
Profits of his Endeavours on her Education in a Nun- 
nery ; but his Trade falling off, he had been obliged 
to take her thence, and that ſhe now lived at home 
with him, as did alſo a Niece of his named Egith, 
where ſhe ſpent her Time wholly in Acts of Piety and 
Duty, managing her 'Father's Affairs, and endeavour- 
ing to conſole him in his Misfortunes. . 

uE N he had informed himſelf thus far, that he 
might leave nothing undone which might contribute 
to the Satisfaction of his Royal Maſter, he went to the 
Houſe of the Artiſan, and under Pretence of ordering 
ſomething to be done in his Way of Buſineſs, entertain- 
ed him with many Queſtions concerning his Family, and 
the Profits which might accrue from his Trade. The 
Artiſan, who found by his Appearance that he was a 
Man of Quality, tho' he had no Train with him, an- 
ſwered him with the Circumſpection of a Man, who 
feared the Knowledge of his low Circumſtances, might 
loſe him a good Cuſtomer. But Cork eiving the 
Cauſe of Reſerve, to oblige him to (| more plain, 
reſumed his Diſcourſe in this Manner: I know, ſaid he, 
you are an honeſt Man, and that your Condition is, 
very unhappy at this Time; explain yourſelf there- 
fore to me without Diſguiſe. I am told you have a 
Niece. and Daughter, who are handſome, and well 
| brought 
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brought up, but that you have had Misfortunes, which 
deprive you of the Means of eftabliſhing them in the 
World according to their Merit or your Defire : If it 
be ſo, I would not have you deſpair ; we have a King 
who compaſſionates the Miſery of his Subjects, and 1; 
never better pleaſed than when he has Opportunity of 
N them : If he Were acquainted with your Po- 
verty, I know he would make a Change in your Con- 
dition, and enable you to marry the young Maids to 
8 e jon. ** 

u my Lord ! replied the Man, Kings are too 
much taken up with | great e think of — 
all their Subjects happy; and however charitable ours 
may be, I have nothing to hope from his Bounty ; 1 
have never done him any Service, and am but one of 
the meaneſt Members of the State. I am poor, my 
Lord, eontinued he, but I am not romantic; my Nicce 
and Daughter are indeed not diſagreeable in their Per- 
ſons nor Behaviour, but they are prudent and virtuous, 
and entertain no Views above their Birth and Fortune. 

Ius ſee them, refumed Cori, I have fome Power 
at Court, and can recommend them to the Service of 
ſome Ladies, whoſe Virtue will confirm — be a Guide 
to theirs. To prove ood Intentions for you, con- 
tinued he, pallins outs Purſe of Gold, take this, it 
will fupply your Neceſſities, till I have taken Meaſures 
to render you paſt the Want of it. 

Tus 185 was equally ſurprized at the Demand 
and Ge ty of Cork, and conſidering a long Time 
what it was beſt for him to do, the Favourite gueſſed 
at his Thoughts, and to relieve him from this Per- 
plexity, Fear nothing, faid he, Icome not to ſeduee the 
young Maids : Tis only Compaſhon induces me to 
make theſe Offers, nor will I defpre to ſpeak to them 
qut before yourſelf. - — - 

Tuts: Words joined to the and reſerved Air 
of him that ſpoke them, entirely vanquiſhed all the 
Scruples of the old Man; and after having thrown him- 
ſelf at his Feet, to return Thanks for the Benefit con- 
ferr'd on him, *** 
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i1-furniſhed Chamber where Fibelgivs and Edith were 
fitting at Work. Their Habits plain and negligent, 
hindred not Cori from Ag the Beauties of 
Ethelgive ; never had he beheld any thing fo perſectly 
lovely. She was tall, of a moſt delicate Shape, and 
had an Air which ſpoke Majeſty and Wiſdom ; ſweetly 
roportion'd Hands and Arms; large blue Eyes, live- 
l and ſparkling, but accompanied with an irreſiſtable 
Softneſs ; a well-made Noſe, and the fineſt Mouth and 
Teeth in the World: And to all this a Skin of a moſt 
dazzling Whiteneſs. The Favourite of Erhelred cou'd 
not preſently overcome his Aſtoniſhment, at the Sight 
of ſo many Charms; nor refrain teſtifying it by lifting 
up his Hands and Eyes to Heaven, on which Ethe/- 
give bluſh'd extremely, and was little leſs confuſed, 
tho* for different Reaſons. 5 
Tus Features of Cort were not altogether unknown 
to her ; there were ſecret Emotions which had im- 
inted on her Memory all thoſe who were near the 
ing's Perſon the Day he rode thro* the City; and 
as he had the fame Habit on, it was eaſy for her to 
recall the Idea of him; and tho' ſhe knew not his Name 
or Quality, ſhe very well knew he belonged to Etbel- 
red; and her Virtue preſently taking the Alarm at this 
Viſit, ſhe was about to aſk her Father, on what Motive 
he was mtroduced to her Chamber, when Cork having 
a little recover'd his Surprize, prevented her, by ap- 
proaching her with a Reſpect rather due to a Queen, 
than to a Daughter of a ſimple Mechanic; and ſay- 
ing, Pardon, Madam, the Preſumption of my Curioſi- 
: could not be eaſy till I was convinced whether the 
e F heard concerning your Beauty were true or 
falſe, but I find you ſo infinitely beyond all Deſcription, 
that Doubt is loſt in Wonder. But in Attonement for my 
Temerity, I ſhall this Moment inform the King of what 
P've feen, and dare venture to aſſure you, he has too 
great a Regard for Merit, ſuch as yours, not to render it 
as 7415 it is Great. 1 01 | 
My Lord, anſwered Ethelgive with a modeſt 
Haughtineſs, we are of a Birth and Station infinitely be- 


, extremeſt Impatience, never had the Hours ſeemed fo 


brought. 
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neath the Conſideration of the King, or thoſe who have 
1 


the Honour to approach him. Till we are abandoned 
by Heaven, III-fortune has no Power to hurt us; nor 
have we the leaſt Ambition to alter our preſent way of 
Living; and if it be permitted me to afk any return for 
the Complaiſance my Father has ſhewn you, it ſhall be 
only, that you will Ey nothing to the King of this Ad- 
venture, nor debaſe yourſelf by any future Viſits to a 
Place altogether unworthy to receive you. 

I ſhall always in what I can, ſaid Cor4, pay an en- 
tire Submiſſion to the Will of fo beautiful a Perſon; 
but it is not in my Power, to diſpenſe with infomrin 
the King of what I have ſeen ; and if by his Orden 
am obliged to attend you a ſecond time, it ſhall be with 
a Reſpect which I hope will give you leſs Fear and more 
Confidence. | 
Ar rs theſe Words he made a low Bow, and re- 
tired with the Father of this Beauty, who made uſe of 
his utmoſt Efforts to make Cork take back the Purſe 
he had given him; but the other refuſed it with ſuch 
an Air of Authority, that he durſt not preſs it any 


ene while in the 


tediqus ; but the Sun bad ſcarce withdrawn his Beams 
from that Part of the Horizon, when he ſaw hrs faith- 
ful Emiſſary appear with a Satisfaction in his Counte- 
nance, which in ſome Meaſure anticipated the News he 


is not to be doubted, but that the King, ſollicitous 

for the Event of his Favourite's N pon, ſoon made 
an Opportunity of being alone with him; which he no 
ſooner was, than he received an exact Intelligence of all 
that had paſſed. During the Repetition, Ethelred ap- 
arty tranſported with = Joy; and the mean 
irth and Fortune of Erbe/give gave him ſo aſſured a 
Hope of accompliſhing his Deſires, that he took no other 
Notice of the Anſwer ſhe had made.to Cork, than to 
admire her Wit. After having conſulted with him how 


he ſhould ſee her, he was convinced it was wholly im- 
| proper 
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oper for him to go to the Houſe of ſo poor a Subject, 
dad that there mul be ſome Means A" to — 
her to a Place leſs frequented, and where the Actions 

of a King would be Ie obſerved. ; 
Love, ingenious in all the Stratagems neceſſary for 
it's Gratification, preſently made Ehelred bethink him 
of a Foreſt, where he ſometimes taken the Diver- 
fon of Hunting, and in the midſt of which, he had a 
ſmall Pleaſare-Fiouſe ; ſmall for the Retinue and Gran- 
deur of a Monarch, but ſpacious enough to entertain him 
as a Gueſt. To this, he order'd Cork to remove her 
with her Father, and that young e was 
at preſent her Companion; adding alſo, that he would 
have him negle& nothing to adorn it, which ſhould be- 
ft the Apartments of the Miſtreſs of a King. 0 
Taro? this required ſome time, = thelred was 
willing to deprive himſelf for ſome Days of the Plea- 
ſure of ſeeing her, that he might ſee her in a Condi- 
tion worthy of the Love he for her. He alſo for- 
bad Cork to viſit her till every thing ſhould be pre- 
pared for her Reception at this Place. But this Favou- 
rite was ſo zealous for the Satisfaction of his King and 
Friend, that in eight Days he had filled the Houle + 
with every thing that was neceſlary for the Convenience 
or Happineſs of Life ; and having informed him of it, 
the King under Pretence of hunting in the Foreſt, went 
himſelf, and ſaw that every thing was conformable to 
his Deſires and the Integrity of Cork. 
Wurz the King of Exgland employed himſelf 
in theſe tender Cares, the beautiful Erhelpive was not 
without her Diſquiets ; the Preſence of Cork had re- 
kindled Sentiments in her Heart, which her Virtue and 
her Reaſon had a long time combated, and at _ 
pretty near extinguiſhed. Soon after Erbelred's Ac- 

ceſſion to the Crown, the Father of E theſgive, out of 

a Curioſity common almoſt to all Pevple, carried his 
little Family to ſee the new King ; and as it was on 
one of thoſe ſolemn Days when Majeſty appear in its 
utmoſt Grandeur, they beheld him accompany'd with 
all lis Charms, which made ſuch an Impreſſion on the 


Jorg 


— 
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Heart of Z:beloiwe, that ever after his Ima e 
— her Eyes * could think of nothing al 
ſpeak of N elſe, nor dream of nothing elſe, yet all 
without heing ſenſible of the Occaſion of it, till E4;4, 
who was three Years elder, by ſome ſerious Diſcourſes, 
made her enter into herſelf, and endeavour to put a 
ſtop to the Torrent of an Inclination which ſeem'd ſo 
d and unwarrantable. | 
Tas tender Maid no ſooner diſcovered it was Love 
that agitated her, chan ſhe began with all her Might to 
ſtruggle with it; ſhe reflected on her own Meanneſ,, 
. and wondered how ſhe could lift her Eyes on her King, 
but as became the humbleſt of his Subjects; yet waz 
not all ſhe could do ſufficient, ſill had ſhe a Heart above 
her Birth, and tho' ſhe knew herſelf unworthy of Ehe/. 
red, yet. could ſhe think no other Man worthy of her. 
5 In Emotions ſuch as it is eaſy to conceive a Paſſion 
fo diſproportionable muſt occaſion, did ſhe languifh near 
two Years, making none the Confident of her Misfor- 
rune but Edith, who being very prudent and faithful, 
omitted nothing that might give her Conſolation, with- 
ont flattering her with any Hopes of what neither of 
them could at that time imagine ſhould come to paſs, 
They wereentertaining themſelves on this 'Theme, when 
the 8 of Horſes and the tumultuous Acclamati- 
ons oFthe People made them run to the Window : but 
how great was the Surprize of Etbelgive, when ſhe 
beheld the lovely Monarch, and . g to her Opi- 
nion, more n more glorious than before ! She 
durſt not ſhut the Window leſt any body ſhould take 
notice, or rather had not the Power to do it; the Eyes 
of the King bing prolently fixeck on her, rendring her 
incapable of any thing, and quite loſt in an Extaſy of 
ſomething to which one cannot well give a Name; but 
recovering from it, when ſhe ſaw him no longer, al! 
that had paſſed ſeemed but like a pleaſing * ; 
which, however, regretting to have loſt ſo ſoon, ſhe turn- 
ed from the Window with her Eyes ſtreaming with Tears, 
and cryed out to her Couſin, O Edith ! my dear Edith / 
what will become of the unfortunate Ethelgive ? hy 
| HIS 


(MY 
Tuts amiable Maid, who had a' Mind wholly com: 
poſed of Sweetneſs, would not in the Anxiety of the 
. other's combat her Paſſion with any Warmth, and only 
aid, My moſt beloved Ethe/give, hope that Time, 
our own Virtue, and the Annes of Heaven will 
ing a Cure ſo neceſſary for your Repoſe; and that you 
may neglect nothing on your Part, reflect wathout geaſ- 
ing, that this E:belred ſo beautiful, ſo well iſn- 
* is one of the greateſt Kings in the World; that we 
are among the number of the meaneſt of his Subjects, 
and that only a Princeſs is or can be deſtined for him. 
1 a not ignorant of all this, anſwered Ezhe/give, 
and my Paſſion is accompanied neither with Hopes, 
nor Deſires ; for were it poſſible that this King, who 
is ſo dear to me, ſhould love me t the ſame Degree I 
love him, I ſhould not be leſs unhappy : Nor all his 
Grandeur, his Power, and my own P ſhould com- 
me to betray my Honour — I would not liſten to 
bas Sollitations — I would endeavour to deteſt them; 
the firſt I am certain I could do, and if I were not able 
to bring myſelf to the latter, it ſhould yet be of no Sig- 
nification. — But no matter, my dear £4ith, continued 
ſhe, let us talk no more of him, if I cannot vanquiſh this 
fatal Tenterneſs, I will not in dulgeit = No, let me ra- 
ther avoid all Occaſions of ſeeing this too charmin 
Prince — he will return to London, but I proteſt I wi 
not be among thoſe who teſtify their Joy. | 
Tuis Refolution was executed with the ſame Spiri 
it was formed ; and ſhe no ſooner heard that the King . 
had entered the City Gates, than ſhe ſhut up the Win- 
dows, and retired to the back Part of the Houſe, that 
ſhe might not even be tempted to look out. This Effort 
on her {elf with ſo much Succeſs, made her hope that in 
time ſhe ſhould be able to gain an entire Victory, and 
in this Belief ſhe was, when Cork was introd to her 
by her Father. 
A Visit ſo unexpected filled her with the utmoſt 
Surprize; his Diſcourſe, and the Remembrance with 
what an Earneſtneſs the King dwelt on her Face, made 
her na doubt if i. were Chance or Deen had brought 
2 


this Courtier to their Houſe ; who was no ſooner gone, 
than het Father came to acquaint her and Edith with 
the 77 he had received from him. | 
- 'ETHELGIF E, more confirmed in what ſhe before 
apprehended, remonſtrated in a reſpectful Manner to her 
Father the Dug of accepting ſuch a Sum. The Pre- 
ſents of great Men, faid ſhe, bring with them a Poiſon 
fatal to the Honour and Reputation of thoſe that re- 
ceive them; when beſtowed on Women, they are yet 
of more pernicious Conſequence ; what will the World 
not ſay, when it ſhall be known that you have received 
Money from a Lord of the Court, and that you have per- 
mitted him to ſee us? I am ignorant of the Name or 
Quality of this Stranger, but I remember he was among 
thoſe who were near the King when he departed for 
the Country, and that makes me eaſily judge he muſt 
be of a conſiderable Rank; the Viſits of ſuch a Perſon 
can terminate only in our Diſhonour, becauſe the Mo- 
tives which occaſion them ſhameful to us, , as we 
are too mean to expect a Perſon of his Condition 
can have any Deſigns on us which are authorized 
by Virtue. | 

Tu beautiful Ehe/give could not ſpeak theſe 
Words without Tears, but the Artiſan who underſtood 
not all theſe Delicacics, very much blamed her ; I think, 


- faid he, it would be the Height of Folly to refuſe be- 


ing relieved from the Miſeries we ſuſtain, meerly thro' 


+ the Fear of what may be ſaid of us; beſides, for mean 


and unhappy Perſons to receive Favours from thoſe 
above them may be envied, but is not without Exam- 
e. I have heard of ſeveral Men of Quality who have 
charitable enough to make the Fortune of poor 
Girls, without any Deſign of violating their Honours ; 
this Lord faid nothing that can give us room to ſuf; 
he has any ſuch Intention, and therefore I am reſolved 
to accept of whatever Portion of his Bounty he ſhall 
be pleaſed to allow me. 
THELGIFYE perceiving there was no Remedy, 
forbore making any Reply ; but as ſoon as ſhe found 
herſelf alone with Eau, ſhe ſpared not to pour 2 
2 | | & | 
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the Inquietudes and Terrors of her Soul, to which the 
other could give but little Conſolation, as being of the 
ſame Opinion, that this Lord had been attracted by her 
Beauty, and came thither for no other Purpoſe than to 
ſeduce. her Virtue, either for himſelf, or by Order of 
the King. pip 

ET. HELRED, faid ſhe, regarded you with ſo mach 
Attention, that I could never ſince put it out of my 
Head, that from that Moment he entertained a'Defire 
of knowing you more particularly; and, on the other 
hand, tho". the Perſon who viſited us appeared full af 
Admiration for your Beauty, yet did I obſerve nothing 
in him that denoted the Lover; beſides, you may re- 
member he would not be prevailed on to give his Pro- 
miſe not to mention you to the King, which makes 
me almoſt aſſured he came by his Command. 

THAT. is the moſt terrible of my Reflections, re- 
plied Erhelgive ; yet what can the King think of me ? 
to what can he pretend? Oh, my deareſt Edith ! the 
juſt Indignation this Idea gives me, diminiſhes my Ten- 
derneſs———Ethelred cannot love a Maid like me, and 
eſteem her his Paſſion, which would complete the 
Glory of one of his own Birth, is the utmoſt Shame 
for me. Do me Juſtice, continued ſhe, have I not al- 
ways kept my Wiſhes within the Bounds they ought to 
be? In ſpite of my abject Condition, my Sentiments 
are ſo far ſuperior, that I can look down on what the 
World calls Grandeur with Contempt, ſince it is ,not 
for me to partake it by lawful Means. Ezbelred bei 
King, cannot be the Huſband of Erbelgive; and Eibep 
give will never be the Miſtreſs of Ethelred, were he 
as infinitely greater than he is, as he is elevated above 
me, 

In Diſcourſes ſuch as theſe did theſe two virtuous 
Maids paſs the eight Days in which Cork was abſent, 
and they were beginning to flatter themſelves that this 
Adventure was. at an End, when on the Morning, of 
the ninth, they ſaw this Favourite, with the Father of 
Ethelgive come into their Chamber. Daughter, fad 
the Artixan, I have received an Order from che King, 
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to remove from my Houſe ; this Lord is charged with 
it, and this Day is appointed for our Departure; there. 
fore you muſt prepare yourſelf to obey. 

Tu Conſternation Ethelgive was in at theſe Words 
was ſo great, that it took from her the Power of reply. 
ing to Cork iving it, Madam, faid he, this 
Command of the King has nothing in it which ought 
to give you any Alarm: It is the Effect of his Royal 
Goodneſs, that you are to be removed from a Habita- 
tion ſo unworthy of you : His Juſtice will not ſuffer a 
Perſon of your Perfections to be any longer unhappy : 
He has e Choice of me to conduct you to the N.. 
treat allotted for you; your Father will go with you, 
alſo the amiable Edith ; and you have nothing to do 

But to take care of a Life, which our Royal Maſter is 
reſolved to render fortunate. 


Mr Lord, anſwer'd Ethelgive, tis difficult for me 

to recover myſelf from my Aſtoniſhment ; we are Per- 

ſons ſo every way inconſiderable, and ſo much beneath 

the Notice of his Majeſty, that were it not for that 

Air of _ which accompanies your Words, it wou'd 
e 


not be poſſible for me to give Faith to them. I fee, 
however, that my Part muſt be Obedience, and I an 
ready to follow my Father wherever you ſhall lead us. 

CORK, who examined her with the utmoſt Atten- 
tion all the time ſhe was ſpeaking, faw very well that 
ſhe penetrated into the Truth of this Affair, and faw 
at the fame time that ſhe conceived. much more of 
Grief than Joy at it, and that Virtue had fo a 
Dominion over every Paſſion of her Soul, that he doubt- 
ed not if the King would not have an infinite Difficulty 
in this Conqueſt. It gave him, however, a very great 
Eſteem for Ethbelgive ; but he forbore giving any Tefti- 
memes of it at that time, tho' he reſolved from that 
— 4 to be aſſiſting to her Councils, and her ſincere 
Fri | 

T xE Claſe of Day was the Time fixed for their De- 

rture ; and to the end it might not be too much ob- 
Exved, Cork appointed to meet them in another Part of 
the Town; after which he took the 4riizan aſide, and 


giving 


an 

iving him another Purſe of Gold, bid him make ufe 
of that to diſcharge any little Debts he might have 
contracted ; for, ſaid he, as the King will have you 
leave off your Trade entirely, you muſt make an End 
of all your Affairs in London, that you may have no Call 
to come to it again. This Command was too obligin 
not to be complied with, the old Man aſſured him 
his ready ; and the other had no ſooner left 
him than he to make up his Accounts with every 
body, and diſpoſe of the Implements of his Trade, 
which, as they were not very conſiderable, was in a few 
7 r the — Ethel, ſhe Con- 

As for 1 thelpive, was na 
dition which it would be very Lfficult to deſcribe: Sen- 
timents of flo many different Kinds o' erwhelmed each 
other in her Mind, that it became a perſect Chaos ; 
and Edith endeavoured in vain to re-eſtabliſh any 
in it, when the Moment of their Departure being ar- 
rived, her Father, who was impatient to fee himſelf in 
another State, took her and Edith to the Place ap- 
pointed by him, whom now the old Man look'd on as 

is Guardian-Angel. A Chariot, with two Servants 
on Horſe-back, waited their Approach; but Cork not 
being in it, very much ſurprized Bibegiue. All the 
time of their little Journey ſhe entertain'd her Father 
with nothing but the Fears ſhe was in of being carry'd 
to the King, and ſuffering ſome Violence from bim; 
but the good Man bid her be eaſy, and told her that 
he knew where they were going, aſſuring her nothi 
ſhould make kim leave her, even a Moment. The 
Promiſes ſomething allay'd her Diſquiets, and ſhe re- 
ply'd to the Pleaſantries of Edith, who, not ſo much 
agitated, ſaid a thouſand diverting Things to her, with 
the ſame Tone in which the other ſpoke. 

Niour had ſpread her Mantle o'er the Sky about 
two Hours, when they arrived attheir new Home : and 
the firſt Obje& that preſented itſelf to the Eyes of 
£:helgive, by the Help of ſeveral Flambeaus, was Cork, 
who advanced to take her out of the Chariot. My 
Lord, ſaid ſhe to him, preſenting her Hand to him 

2 | with 
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with thoſe Graces which were inſeparable from all her 
Actions, if you would have me receive the Honour 
you do me without Inquietude, you muſt aſſure me that 
you are herealone. Cork immediately. comprehended 
the Meaning of theſe Words; and as he led her into 
the Apartment deſigned for her, Madam, anſwer d he, 
you are the ſole Miſtreſs of this Place, I but waited here 
to receive you—No body has followed my Steps; and 
he who burns with the utmoſt Impatience to behold you, 
will never appear before you but in thoſe Hours Which 
can give you no Apprehenſion. Vouchſafe then, my 
1 umed ſhe with ſome Warmth, to be my Ad- 
vocate with him, whoſe Name or Deſigns I am not ig- 
norant of, and be ſo good to remind him, that tho! he is 
a King, he has no Right over my Innocence and Virtue. 

ADMIRABLE Etbelgeve, faid Cork, I hope there is 
no Occafion for ſuch a Remonſtrance ; the King, tis 
true, adores you, but tis with ſo ſincere a Paſſion, as 
gives you an abſolute Power over him, and -renders it 
wholly in yourſelf to inſpire him with that diſtant Re- 
fpe& you ſeem to wiſh. With theſe Words they came 
into a magnificent Dining-room, and the Father of E- 
#helgive with - Edith being entered; This Houſe, re- 
ſumed Cork, and all that it contains, belongs to Ethe/- 
give; ſhe will find every thing in it that can be wanted 
or defired by any of you: The Women and other Ser- 
vants, whom you'll ſee anon, are her Attendants ; and 
as for other Things, ſhe will regulate them as ſhe thinks 
ge. He added no more; and it growing late, he 
took leave of them, leaving them at Libery to reflect 
on this Change of their Fortune. 41-0460 1 

H was no ſooner gone, than Edith defir'd her 
beautiful Couſin to viſit the Apartments, to which ſhe 
conſenting, ſeveral Domeſtics who were preſent took 
Wax-Candles, and conducted them thro” all the Rooms 
in the Houſe, which was not very large, but furviſh'd 
with an extreme Magnificence and Gallantry. 

In the Chamber of £he/give there was a very ſplen- 
did Toilet; and one of the Women deſiring her to look 
into the Wardrobe, ſhe found a great Number _ 
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Habits, Pieces of Stuff of ſuch Beauty and Variety of 
Colours, and Jewels. of ſuch Value, as might have 
charmed the Vanity of apy other Woman than ſhe ; 
but full of a generous Contempt for every thing that 
ſeemed à Bait laid for her Virtue, ſhe regarded them 
rather witk Grief than Satisfaction. * 
Bo r. Baith, tho very. diſcreet, was, not capable of 
making the like Reflections; and the Joy which this 
ſudden Alteration in their Fortune gave her, was viſible 
in all her Words and Actions; and when her Curioſity 
was gratify'd, and the Servants were withdrawn ; How 
fine a Thing, ſaid ſhe, it is to be. a King, to have the 
power of comforting the Unhappy, making the Poor 
rich, and rendering Juſtice to Wit and Beauty 

Ir the Bounties we receive, anſwer'd Erhe/give, had 
no other Motives. than thoſe. you mention, we ſhould 
be bleſt indeed; but, my dear Edith, they are excited 
by a lawleſs Paſſion, and that embitters all their Sweets. 

I cannorT believe, reſuamed E4ith, that the Royal 
Ethelred will ever be capable of treating you with any 
Indignity-; it is eaſy to ſee he endeavours. to make an 
Impreſſion on your Heart, bat by ſuch Means as be- 
comes the humbleſt Lover. If it were poſſible for 
me, ſaid Erhe/give, to convert the Love the King has 
for me into — I ſhould think myſelf happy. to 
have it in my. Power ta make the Fortune of my Fami- 
ly; but be aſſured, I ſhall always refaſe and diſdain: 
whatever muſt coſt me a Reputation, which I prefer to 
all the Greatneſs in the World. | bs 

Sas had: ſcarce, finiſhed theſe Words, when a Page 
came toinform her Supper was on the Table; a Repaſt 
ſo different from what they had ever been accuſtomed 
to, and the Manner in which it was ſerved, would have 
perplexed any other than E:helgive how to behave at 


it ; but there was a native Grandeur in her Soul, which 
made her eaſy in this exterior one, as if ſhe had been 
bred in alb the Pomp imagi | 
ETHELRED was all this time in the utmoſt Impa- 
tiene ; Curt had acquainted him, that this little Fa- 
mily were placed according to his Deſire, and gave ſuch 
35 | Encomiums 
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 Encomiums of the Wit and Beauty of Ezbelgive, that 
the enamoured Prince thought never any Night ſo te- 
dious. He had appointed a Hunting the next Day, 
that he might have an Opportunity of going where his 
Love call'd bim; and the Dawn no ſooner appeared 
than he was on Horſeback with thoſe Nobles who were 
to accompany him in the Diverſions of the Chaſe. But 
that being no more than a Pretenee, he ſoon quitted 
the Purſuit of the Stag, and ſeparating himſelf from 
the Lords, went towards a ſmall Lane, attended only 
by Cork, which led to the Houſe. The Father of the 
incomparable Ezhe/give, who was informed the Night 
before, by Cort, about what time the King would 
come, was walking with her and Edith before the Gate, 
and ſeeing two Cavaliers at a Diſtance, doubted not 
but they were the King and his Favourite; nor was he 
deceived : And that Prince ſeeing him advance with his 
Niece and Daughter, quitted his Horſe to meet Erhel- 
give, and prevent her from throwing herſelf at his 
Feet, as ſhe was about to do, nor would he permit that 
fort of Humiliation from Edith ; and the Father of her 
who had charmed him in this Manner, was the only Per- 
ſon from whom he received thoſe Submiſſions which 
war Bees 1 — 

AY ING given hi to Ethelgive, 
her from the Teſt of the Company, who — — 
Diſtance out of Reſpect, he thought her Beauties ſo 
much augmented, that he remained in a ſilent Contem- 
plation on them for ſome Moments; after which, Vou 

a Prince, moſt lovely Ethelgive, ſaid he, whoſe 
Fate depends entirely on you : I believe it is not ne- 
ceſſary to tell you I adore you, what I have done has 
— — you that I love; but theſe firſt Proofs 

my Paſſion are infinitely too mean to expreſs what 

"tis I feel, nor can I find any Words of Force to do it. 
You alone have ever been able to inſpire me with Sen- 
7 of this Nature, and you alone are alſo worthy 

em. | 3 

Six, reply'd Erhelgive, perceiving he expected her 

| 5T ſhould merit Miſeries much greater than 
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thoſe your Bounty has relieve me from-; nay, Light, 
the common Bleſling of every created Being, ought to 
be denied me, —_ I be inſenſible. of ſuch Royal Fa- 
vours as you have heap'd upon us ; believe, Sir, that I 
ſhall always retain the Memory of them with the moſt 
lively Gratitude and profound Reſpect: But, Sir, con- 
tinued ſhe, N the innocent Etheggive if ſhe dares 

fer her Virtue to all the Gifts of your Majeſty ; that 
is all the Fortune I have received from Heaven, and in 
that alone conſiſts my Ambition. Tis that, which in 
Spite of my abject Birth, renders me nobler than the 
nobleſt can be without it; and if any other than the 
auguſt Ethelred, to whom I have the Honour to be a 
Subject, ſhould attempt to violate that All for which I 
value Life, I would repulſe him with a Scorn ſhould 
make his Greatneſs bluſh. | 

I Loox on this Change of my Fortune, continued 
ſhe, but with Regret. This richly furniſhed Houſe, 
this Glare of Dreſs and Jewels, this numerous. Croud 
of Servants who attended my Nod, inftead of flat- 
tering my Vanity, are methinks only ſo many Marks 
of Shame and Humiliation, ſince given me for an un- 
worthy End. Believe, Sir, that to be truly virtuous is 
the chief Aim of my Deſires, and to be eſteemed ſo by 
the World, the next: From the firſt, no Perſuaſions, 
nor Threats, ſhall ever make me ſwerve: But the latter 


your fatals Preſents will, when known, deſtroy. Be con- 


tent, then, with this Sacrifice of my Character, and ex- 
pect no more from me than thoſe Submiſſions, which are 
owing from all Subjects to their Kings, all the Sollicita- 
tions you can make will never be able to exact farther 
from me, and if you reſolve to =! a Deſign, which 
'tis a Crime in me even to liſten to, I entreat your 
Majeſty to on pow Gifts, and leave me rich in my 
own Innocence and good Fame. | 
ETHELRED was ſo much ſurprized at this Lan- 
gun e, and the Majeſty which accompaniel1 it, fiom a 
id of he Tha aſl K =o? yy Power 
to interrupt her. Tbat y which a - 
ed in all her Air, * of Ter Voice, made 
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ments, and the auſtere Wiſdom which could alone in- 
{pire her with them, made him conceive an Eſteem for 
_ her equal to his Love: He was ſome Time after ſhe 

had given over ſpeaking before he made any Reply; but 
at length b g Silence, Incomparable Ethelpive, 
faid he, a Paſſion 0 violent as mine, has not always 
Reaſon for its Guide. I confeſs, that among all thoſe 
Perfections which have charmed me in you, I leaſt con- 
ndered thoſe which are Enemies to my Happineſs, but 
they now force themſelves on the Eyes of my Under- 
ſtanding wich double Forte; and inftead of making me 
repent that I have loved you, confirm me in the Reſo- 
tation of doing ſo for ever. That Prudence, moſt love- 
ly Erhelgive, which teaches you to diſdain the Favours 
of a Ring, diſcovers how truly deſerving you are of 
them; and to prove, that I am equally jealous of your 
Glory as my own, never will 1 attack your Heart 
but by Submiſſions, ſuch as you might expect from 
ore of my Subjects, nor do I aſk you to receive them 
as from a King; but as from a Man not leſs enamour'd 
with your Virtue than your Beauty, Suffer me then 
ta enjoy the ſweet Satisfaction of rendring 72 hap» 
255 of ſeeing you, of 7 you, and of telling * 
0 inceſſantly : Tis all the Recompence my Paſſion ſh 
demand. 

An, Sir! anſwered Ethelpive; how cruel is the Con- 


ſtraint that renders it im le to ſee me without lov- 


ing : If you have, in reality, ſach Sentiments as you 
have juſt now expreſs'd, you elevate me beyond what 
Mortal can aſpire to. But it is not for me, continued 
ſhe, with a Sigh, tis not for me to oppoſe the Pleaſure 
of my King: You, Sir, are Maſter, and I can only 
hope that Time, and a thorough Knowledge of my Soul 
will enable you to vanquiſh a Paſſion, the =— of 
which can be ſo little ſatisfactory to your Majeſty. 
"Theſe Words brought them to the Door of the 
Hall, where they enter'd with Cort, £9ith the 
Father of Eibeizi ve. A proc Collation was 
immediately ſet forth, with which the King was - 
5 mu 


him not doubt but ſhe ſpoke the Truth of her Senti- 
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much pleaſed, that he obliged this little Family to ſit 
down at the Table with himſelf and Cork. © 

Tis in theſe little Parties of Pleaſure, when eaſed 
of the Formalities of State, that Kings truly enjoy 
themſelves, the reſt is all Conſtraint, and tho bred up 
and practiſed in it, it fits not leſs uneaſy on them, they 
long for, an N to put off their Sovereignty, 
and act according to Nature and to Inclination ; and 
when they do, 'tis probable as much envy the Condi- 
tion of their Subjects, as the moſt Ambitious among 

them can do that of ſupreme Authority. . 
Tux charming Etbelgive, in Spe of the Conſtraint 
ſhe was under, not to give the King room to ſuſpect 
the Secret of her Heart, did every thing with ſo good 
a Grace, that cach Moment he beheld her brought 
with it an Augmentation of his Love and Eſteem. He 
felt the moſt exquiſite Pam in quitting ' her Preſence ; 
but fearing his Nobles would come DOES of him, 
he forced himſelf away, deſiring her Permiſſion to come 
often, and give her Aſſurances of his Love: to which 
Demand, ſhe anſwered, with her former Modeſty, not 
conſenting to his Viſits, nor taking the Liberty to for- 
bid them. He made a great many Compliments to 
Edith, finding her perfectly amiable and witty, and 
agar y the great Intimacy and Friendſhip between 
and Ethelgive ; he entreated her in a gallant Man- 
ner to intereſt herſelf in his Behalf, and entertain her 
lovely Coufin with his Paſſion. This Confidence ſhe 
received with the utmoſt Reſpect, and negleRed nothing 
to convince him of her Zeal and Submiſſion. After 
this, he being conducted to the Entrance of the Foreſt, 
he remounted his Horſe, with a Soul ſo full of Admi- 
ration, that he could ſpeak of nothing but the Beauties 
of Ethelgive to his Favourite, till they rejoined thoſe 
who were by this Time ſurprized at the Abſence of 
their King, and, as he imagined, were ſeparating 
themſelves to go ſeveral Ways in Search of him, appre- 
hending Treaſon, or ſome other ill Accident de- 
1232 * him. They . to him ** 

patience, but perceiving he cared not to explain t 
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— 


( 202 ) 
Myſtery of his Retirement, they were obliged to reſtrain 
their Curioſity, and followed him to London, where he 
reſolved not to remain above one Night, telling Cort 
that he could not live without Erhelgive, and he 
would renew his Viſit the next Day. 

Tuts beautiful Virgin no ſooner found herſelf alone 
with Edith, than ſhe repeated to her all the Converſa- 
tion ſhe had with the King, and the extreme Effort ſhe 
had been obliged to make for the Concealment of her 
Paſfion. Why is he ſo amiable ? ſaid ſhe ; Why is he 
ſo worthy to be loved ? Why is be a King ? Or, fince 
he is, why am not I of Royal Blood ? Methinks, con- 
tinued ſhe, there is Re unjuſt in this Fatality, 
hy. O Heaven! haſt thou ſo perfectly united 
Hearts that can never be for each other ? Muſt all this 
mutual Love and Tenderneſs ſerve only to make us 
both c y wretched. S 
Bur, Couſin, replied E4ith, ſince he demands no 
more than to tell you that he loves, cannot you enjoy 
the ſame Happineſs ? Is it poſſible for you always to 
live in this cruel Conſtraint? Or to think that the Con- 


feſſion of your Sentiments would be of Prejudice to your. 


Honour ? 

Wir nov r doubt, cried the other, if once he ſhould 
know he is beloved, he would immediately flatter him- 
ſelf with the Expectation of triumphing over my Weak- 
neſs. Nay, what might he not do in the Opinion 
that Love would hereafter ſeal his Pardon ? No, Edith, 
no, never ſhall ſuch a Confeſſion come out of my Mouth, 
It may coſt me my Life, but in Spite of all we ſuffer, 
till I can regulate my Conduct in ſuch a Manner, as 
ſhall never let him penetrate into this Secret. And 
what hope you. from this Rigour, both to yourſelf 
and him interrupted! Edith. To force him, anſwer'd 
_ Erhelgive, to return to himſeif, and ſeeing the Vanity 
of his Purſuit, carry thoſe Vows elſewhere, which 1 
neither can nor ought to receive. 

- EDITH, who began to find the Pleaſures of her pre- 
ſent Situation, was not ſo capable of reliſhing "theſe Ar- 
tzuments as the other imagined ; but knowing the Se- 
Sos verity 
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verity of Ethelgive, durſt not offer Sing in Opgo- 
pra what ſhe (aid, and ond bak with teſti- 
fying only the Compaſſion ſhe had for her Sufferings. 
As for Ethelred, the preſent Situation of his Mind 
was little gueſs'd at by thoſe about him, and the Dread 
that it ſhould ſome way be known, was no inconſider- 
able Addition to his Diſquiet; but above all, he was 
induſtrious to conceal it from Prince Edgar. The wiſe 
Counſels of that Pillar of the State began now to be 
more feared than followed ; and as he knew his Virtue,. 
he knew alſo that he would omit nothing to break off 
an Attachment of that Nature. 
Tus Apprehenfion made him act with the greateſt 
Circumſpettion, and tho* the Inclination he had always 


 ſhewn for Hunting, gave him an N of going, 
hic 


almoſt every Day to the Place w now contain 
what had infinitely more Charms for him, yet the Pre- 
cautions he uſed made it a long Time before this In- 
trigue was diſcovered. 

"Tis certain, that the Force of Love was never more 
abſolute than in the Heart of E:helred : Tho' a King, 
he ſubmitted himſelf wholly to the Will of one of the 
meaneſt of his Subjects: and tho' all he had done, or 
continued to do for her, ſeemed not to have made the 
leaſt Impreſſion on her Heart, yet did he for ſome Time 
content himſelf with the bare Poſſibility of her being one 
Day more ſenſible. | | 

Bur as this Paſſion, however ſubmifiive in itſelf, is 
often attended with a Paſſion of a contrary Nature: 
The reſpeAful Indifference Fthelgive always treated 
him with, at length gave birth to a Jealouſy, that it 
was for the Sake of ſome more happy Man ſhe was en- 
abled to maintain this Reſerve ; and in this Opinion, 
one Day, after he had employed all the Eloquence and 
Tenderneſs of Love to move her Heart, and perceiving, - 
ſhe liſten'd to it but with Uneaſineſs, Tis too much, 
F thelgive, ſaid he, I atn now convinced of what I have 
ſuſpected for ſome Time: Yes, yes, continued he, Iook- 
ing on her, with Eyes ſparkling, with mingled Rage 
and Grief, you know * 1 love, but not your King; 

and 


eee 

amd Erhelred muſt Ianguiſh for a Bleſling which his Sub- 
jet, perhaps, without Difficulty obtained. This un- 
expected and unjuſt Accuſation ſurprized Ethelgive in 
ſuch a Manner, that ſhe was very near diſcovering what 
ſhe had ſo long and ſo carefully concealed : She bluſh- 
'ed, then turned pale, her fine Eyes ſhowered an inſtant 


'Torrent, and lifti g up her Hands to Heaven, Great 


God I cried ſhe, is it not enough to put my Virtue to 
the moſt cruel Proof that Woman ever yet ſuſtained, 
but it muſt alſo be blacken'd with the moſt abhorred 
Aſperſion ! She was able to bring forth no more, the 
mangled Paſſions labouring in her Soul, ſuppreſs'd the 
Utterance of her Words; and the tender E/helred, who 
had remarked all the different Emotions which ſwell'd 
her Breaſt, and made ſuch Changes in her Countenance, 
Was ſo touched with the Condition he had put her in, 
that he threw himſelf at her Fcet, entreating her For- 
giveneſs. | : 

My dear Ethelgive, ſaid he, impute the Suſpicion 
which has offended you, but to the Violence of my 
Faſhion; was it not poſſible you might have loved be- 
fore you knew me? Might I not have ſnatched you 
from a Rival more fortunate than myſelf? _ I not 
{ay ſuch Apprehenſions enter into the Heart of a Lover, 
treated as I have been with the moſt cruel Indifference ? 
And to what ele, indeed, can I impute it? 


No, my Lord, anſwer'd Ethelgive, forcing him. 


to rile from the Poſture he was in, I have never felt 
thoſe Fires with which you accuſe me for any Perſon, 
nor ſeen the Man who had the Preſumption to enter- 
tain me with his. Heaven, which reſerved me for the 
Advantage of inſpiring them in you, has given me a 
Soul haughty enough to diſdain a Conqueſt leſs illu- 
firious : My Honour is the only Obſtacle ſtands. between 
you, and what you call your Happineſs ; I cannot obey 
the Dictates of that, and confeſs a 'Tenderneſs for you; 
my Condition. renders. your Love and my Virtue in- 
compatible. But, Sir, continued ſhe, embracing his 
Knees, in Spite of all he could do to hinder her, put 
an End to the Diſquiet of us both. Permit me to re- 
dure 
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tire for ever from your Preſence. Reſume all that 
our laviſh Goodneſs has beſtowed upon me. -I con- 
jare you only to facilitate my Retreat into a Convent, 
and by granting this laſt Proof of your Bounty, con- 
vince the unhappy Etbelgive that you have loved her 
with Sincerity. : | 

How ! cry'd the King, amazed at this Demand, can- 
J conſent to ſuch a Diviſion? Can I reſolve to live 
without you ? — Ah cruel. Erhelgive / confider what it 
is you aſk? And if my Life is ſo indifferent to you, 
that you can haſten the End of it? Ah, Sir! reply'd ſhe, 
weeping, I would yield mine with Pleafore for the 

ervation of yours, but can never facrifice my Virtue 
for any mortal Good. | 

Wert, reſumed the King with a deep Sigh, what 
have I exacted from you? In what have I conſtrained 
you? Has my Behaviour to you been like that of a: 
Tyrant ? Has the Violence = Paſhon tranſported: 
me beyond the — — of it? How have I deſerved 
that you ſhould wiſh to abandon me ? — He was about 
to continue, when he ived the Countenance of 
Etbeleive changed in fuch a Manner, as made him 
fear ſome Accident ; on which he ran to her, calling 
Edith alſo at the fame time to her Aſſiſtance, who was 
entertaining Cork at the other end of the Chamber. 

Ar their Approach they found Erbelgive without: 
Senſe or Motion; the King's Deſpair was teftify'd in. 
Exclamations, which could be excuſed by nothing but 
the Force of the moſt violent Paſſion that ever was; 
their Cares, however, brought her in a ſhort time to 
Life, but not without fuch Shiverings as gave ftrong 
Suſpicion ſome ſudden Diſtemper had ſeiz d her. They 

t her to Bed, where ſhe was no ſooner laid, than the 
King imagining her Diſorder proceeded from his late 
Accufation, threw himſelf on his Knees, endeavouri 
to expiate his Fault, by revoking all he had faid ; but 
Ethelpive, who had been thrown into this Condition 
only by the violent Conſtraint ſhe had put on herſelf 
in concealing the Secret of her Paſſion, felt her Griefs 
and Confuſion redouble at his Tenderneſs; and trem- 
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bling leſt ſhe ſhould be no longer able to prevent his 
Knowledge of it, I am ſenſible, ſaid ſhe, of all your Ma- 
jeſty's Goodneſs, and as a Teſtimony of my Submiſſion, 
will cake all the Care I can to preſerve a Life which you 


are . to ſay is not indifferent to you. Theſe Words 


Ethelred eaſily comprehend ſhe wiſh'd to be a- 
lone, and being preſs d by Cork to return to London, 
he conſented to do ſo, but with an Inquietude which he 
could not ſo well diſguiſe, but that his Courtiers took 
notice of it; eſpecially Prince Edgar, who ſurprized 
at the Secret he made to him of it, reſolved to omit 
nothing which might diſcover the Occaſion. 

Tuis Indiſpoſition of Ethe/give ſerved to ratify 
his Curieſity, and that of all the Lords of the Court ; 
for during three whole Days that her Life was deſpair- 
ed of, the frequent Viſits made her by the King and his 
Favourite, could not be conceal'd, any more than the 
Attendance. on her of all thoſe Phyficians who belong'd 
immediately to Erbelred. ; 
Tus was this long-hid Paſſion reveal'd, but no body 
ſuſpecting it exceeded that which Kings frequently feel 

for their pretty Subjects, every one made thei Court 
to Etbelred, with n what they heard of the 
Wit, and Beauty of his Miſtreſs. But while this A- 
mour made the whole Entertainment of the Court, and 
the King ſaw her with leſs Conſtraint, there paſſed 
ſtrange things in the Minds of both the one and the other. 
Tuis beautiful Maid had been fo dangerouſly ill, 
that the King, who verily believed he been the. 
Cauſe of it, diſcovered a Love ſo perfect and diſintereſt- 
ed the whole time of her Sic that on the fourth 
Day finding her ſelf mach worſe, ſhe reſolved to declare 
to him before her Death, the Sentiments ſhe had fo long 
entertained in his Favour, as a Recompencg ſhe _— 
not to refuſe to thoſe generous Proofs he had given 
Tas King theories defpairing ofbeing 
HE on | 0 ev 
able to —— her Virtue, formed a Pefign . 
ing himſelf happy in the Poſſeſſion of her, what Price 
ſoever k ſhould coſt him; but Erbelgive was * 
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the next Viſit for either of them to execute what they 
had intended, and the Day ſet apart by both to reveal 
what would have made their mutual Felicity, was 
in Tear and Deſpair. 3 was well advanced 
before a ſudden Change in this ir Languiſher for the 
better reſtored the Tranquillity of her Family. £Ezbel-- 
give, who had been without the Power of Speech 
or Motion, now raiſed her Eyes, and opened her Li 
but with her Faculties the Shame of awning that the 
loved, returned; and the King fearing the Surprize of 
what he had to ſay might renew her Du , forbore 
to communicate his Intentions till her Health ſhould be 
better eſtabliſhed : But as he. was reſolved ſhe ſhould 
be the firſt made acquainted with the Converſion. her 
Virtue had wrought on his Deſires, he was filent even 
to Cork on this head. | | 
H itted, however, ſeveral of the Noblemen 
and ies to go to viſit her, who all returned from her 
Houſe, ſo much charmed, that they joined to entreat the 
King to bring her to Court ; to which he gladly con-- 
ſented, that he might have the Pleaſure of ſeeing her of- 
ten, _— no Hours happy, but thoſe paſſed with her. 
Bu r he found the utmoſt Difficulty in perſuading 
her to this Invitation. She ſet before his Eyes 
the ill Conſequence it would be to her Reputation, and: 
the Cenſures to which ſhe muſt be inevitably expoſed,. 


aud entreated he would diſpenſe with her Submiſſion 


on this Article. | 
BeLizve not, ſaid the King, that I hope by the 
Example and Pleaſures of a Court, to obtain what 
was m_ * * N and Privacy; but I _— 
ſtron ons for ing your Appearance in public, 
which you ſhall ſoon be — — — with. aa I 
am certain will be approved by you. £Egith, and the 
Women that are now with you ſhall attend you ſtill; 
refuſe not therefore, continued he, with the moſt tender: 
Air, all Sorts of Satisfaction to my Love. ; 
Hs added much more to the ſame e, and ex- 
preſs d himſelf with ſuch a Grace, that Ezhe/give was 
at. length convinced, ſhe ought to obey him 4 


. 
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— tar ptwipucombr; are would do fo, he 
departed, charm'd wich having gain'd this Effect of her 


Complaiſance. 
C OR K' was ordered to prepare a Palace for her, 


r, lows the ft time and every thing 


ive, Father, and Edith return 

— — in 1 — vaſtly roy from that 
in which n. This lovely Maid appear d at 

abe her Arrival, where her Beauty, Sweet- 
neſs, and Modeſty prepared the way for that ſolid 
Eſteem which an Acquaintance with the Perfections of 
her Mind afterwards eſtabliſhed ; without ever dero- 
gating from the Rules of Diſeretion and good Senſe in 
oubng on particular Intimacies, ſhe had the Art of mak- 
y Friends as Admirers, and converting even 
— and Env into Love and — — So true it 


is, that Virtue, w —— accompanied with Wiſdom, tri- 


ery . 

LAB D was tranſported with Joy to fee the 
ObjeRt of his L Love make the greateſt Ornament of the 
his Paſſion being now arrived at the ugmoſt 
ich and the Prudenee 0 Etheigive full remaining 
unſhaken, he could no longer defer putting in practice 
the Deſign he had formed in her Sickneſs, The longer 
tune he conſider d on it, the more he was confirm'd 
m the Juſtice of it ; and reſolving that nothing ſhould 
_ eblige him to change his Pa went one Day to the 

Palace of 2 725 and telling her he had an Affair 
of the utmoſt Im — to impart to her, ſhe quitted 
a great Number of Ladies, and with Eaith followed him 
into her Cloſet ; where, making her fit down, and pla- 
cing himſelf over againſt her, he contemplated that ſur- 
prizing Beauty, which, whenever he had been an Hour 
abſent from it, ſeemed to have received new Charms. 
Fox ſome Moments the Lan A of the Eyes 
was all he entertained her with, is Heart which 


deat with. high Impacience to let her Tenow ths utmoſt 


of 
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of her Power, at laſt compell'd the Tongue to reveal it 
in this manner. 

ETHELGTIY E, ſaid he, your Virtue has entirely 
vanquiſhed all thoſe deluſive Hopes with which, in the 
Beginning of our Acquaintance, I preſumed: to flatter 
my Paſſion. I will no longer perſecute you with Vows 
which you could not liſten to without Pain, and which 
nothing but the Conſideration of my Rank could have 
enabl Jon, to endure ; but in their ſtead will give you a 
Proof of my Friendſhip which you little In fine, 
continued he, beautiful Ezhe/give, I will give you a 
Huſband, whom I believe you will judge not unworthy 
of your Love; by this I aſſure your Fortune, do Ju- 
ſtice to your Wiſdom, and procure for my ſelf a Tran- 
quillity which I can never enjoy otherwiſe. 

Tazss Words not being comprehended by Ethe/- 
give in their true Meaning, ſtruck her to the Heart 
with ſo much Violence, that not having Power to re- 
{rain the firſt Emotion, What, Sir, cried ſhe, have you 


then ceaſed to love me? 


Saz had no ſooner pronounced. theſe Words, than 
her Face was turned of the Colour of Crimſon ; which 
making the King ſee that theſe Words had eſcaped her 
without” Thought, filled him with a Mixture of. Joy and 
Aftomiſhment; and — to be aſcertained of the 
Truth, Is it then poſlible; replied he, that the Loſs of 
Ethelred can move you ? 

Six, ſaid ſhe, I ſpoke too much not to betray 
to you what once I would have died rather than re- 
vealed ; but I ought not to bluſh at the Diſcovery of 
my Sentiments, firice you have overcome os, Wa 
Victory aſſuring me of your Virtue, I run no hazard in 
confeſing that I had the Boldneſs to lift my Eyes to my 
King, before he had vouchſafed to caſt his on me. Yes, 
Sir, continued ſhe, I have loved and ſtill love your Ma- 
jeſty with all the Paſſion that a Heart ſtrictly/ devoted 
to Piety and to Virtue can be capable of. I have re» 
ceived the Declarations you are 2 to make me; 
with more of 'Tenderneſs * erſon, than 1 

Was 


for your Dignity. Not a Word you ſpoke, but w 


| . but with Agomies which are not to 
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was echo'd back by my repeating Soul, which dwelt 


inceſſartly on the enchanting Sound: I never ſaw you 
but with Tranſport, never quitted your adored Preſence 
be expreſled ; I glo- 

ried in your Love, the“ I feared it; and that Honour 
which forbad me to reveal the dangerous Secret of mine, 
had well nigh coſt me my Life. So cruel, ſo terrible 
was the Conſtraint ! But it is now over, your Majeſty 
is now poſſeſs d of other Sentiments for me; and re- 
t not that I have avowed the true Situation of my 
eart, ſmce by knowing that it is full of the Idea of 
the moſt auguſt and lovely Prince in the World, you 
will alſo know it cannot entertain another? And the 
fame Virtue which defended me from all the Attacks 
of your Love, and my own, will alſo defend me from 
the Baſeneſs of taking a Huſband whom I cannot ren- 
der otherwiſe than miſerable. Change, therefore, I be- 
ſeech you, Sir, thoſe Marks of your Bounty into that 
T have often defired of your Majeſty : Suffer me to re- 
tire, that Time, Abſence, and my own Virtue, may 
enable me to conquer this preſumptuous and unhappy 
Paſſion. I have made this Conk on as a Recompence 
due to your Love; give then to mine what is owing to 
it, and which you cannot deny without Injuſtice. Yes, 
cried the King, proftrating himſelf at her Feet ; yes, 
I will give ou the Recompence you ſo well merit. 
But, moſt e Ethelgive, it muſt not be a Re- 
treat, but a Throne, the e of Ethelred can only 
ee the Confeſſion you have made. Be unde - 
ved, my dear Ethefzive, continued he, taking one 
of her Hands and ardently kiſſing it, I never ceaſed to 
love you, nor had no other H to offer you but 
pF; wy Reſolution has a long time been fixed ; I 
brought you to Court but to accuſtom you to thoſe 
Honours to which I had deſtined you; hoping that the 
Sacrifice I made you of my Crown and Liberty, would 
engage a ſuitable Return ; but this happy Miſtake occa- 
11 to lay open all your Heart, has made me 
bleſs'd as much above my own Expectation, as I am 
above all Mankind beſide. Oh, to be um: 
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have it in my Power to put you in a Condition to tell 
me ſo without ceaſing, without Shame, without Re- 
— is Joy unutterable ! Faith, cried he, turning 
her, behold my Queen and yours, and ſhare 
. "the Pleaſure of rendring her the firſt Teſti 
* of Duty ! l 1 154 
A D1scourst ſo unexpected, and accom d w 
ſach vehement Tranſports, made I thelgive incapable 
of any Reply for ſome time ; but recovering neageedy 
little, Tis too much, Sir, ſaid ſhe, and if it were 
ſible to love with greater Tenderneſs than I do, I do, my 
whole Soul would be too little to repa 
but while you are ſo ſtudious for my —_—— ſuffer me 
to take ſome care of yours. I love you, Sir, I have 
told you, and ſhall tel you ſo to the laſt Moment of 
my Life: I have nothing now to fear from a Prince 
who wou'd unite me to him by the moſt holy Ties. L 
call Heaven to witneſs, continued ſhe, that the Offer 
you make me wou'd complete all the Happineſs I cou'd 
know on Earth, had I — born words of you, or 
were you of a Rank leſs elevated : Tis Etbelrea, not. 
jo T cl , I am ambitious | Wilkes _— alone 
ys all my Ho „ Ute — Ah Sir! 
- Ahe injuring choſe rare 1 —— render — 
t to rei cou m your Dig- 
nity, the gag of Eibe i indeed. 
But, Sir, as you are a King, as you were — — be 
one, and that Title draws the perpetual Attention of 
* World on your leaſt Ang, you ought to 
ur Eyes on ſome Princeſs whoſe Alliance may be. 
—— to your People; your preſent Paſſion makes, 
— not ſee — Meanneſs 82 2 * me "brody 
a laſting on your Glory, an on 
Calamities which — of my — _ — 
Folic of es, 0 you liable to. I am ignorant of the 
cies of States, educated in Simplicity and Innocence, 
Views have not extended ſo far, but I diſcern thoſe. 
whi are offer'd to the Eyes of common Underftand- 
1 The Honours I now receive from your e. 
— me the Miſtreſs of their King, . — 
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mediately be turned into Outrage when you gave me to 
them as their Queen, —— They know — to 
obey, but they know alſo what is due to them from 
him who governs; and expect he ſhould neither debaſe. 
himſelf, nor the Homage they are obliged to render 
the Perſon he ſhall make choice of to be his Partner in 
the Throne. Pardon me, Sir; that I'preſume to ſet theſe 
things before you; but I ought to neglect nothing which 
may prevent my King, who is dearer to me than the 
Light of the Sun, from doing any thing to the Preju- 
dice of his Fame. 

Arx the time Eibelgive was ſpeaking, the King 
liſten'd to her with. an Kaemiration, which by degrees 
wrought-'itſelf to Extaey :- He had his Arms croſs'd 
over his Breaſt, and his Eyes ſo intently fix d on her 
Face, that he ſeemed immoveable. But when ſhe had 
finiſhed her Diſcourſe, Madam, ſaid he, without ſtirrin 
from the Poſtare he had been in, I have always found 
your Soul {6 beautiful and difintereſted, that J doubted 
not but you would make theſe: Objections: But you 
ought to be aſſured that a Prince, Who believing him- 

but barely eſteemed by you, came to offer you his 
ire, will never d from that Deſign, after 
knowing he is beloved b , and that the leſs you 


imagine yourſelf worthy of a Throne, by ſo much the 


more you are fo. 

My Love demands the Poſſeſſion of you; your Vir- 
tue forbids me to hope it but by warrantable Means; 
and both the one and the other gives you my Crown 
and my Faith: Oppoſe no longer, therefore a Reſolu- 
tion which is not to be ſnaken; and believe that Death 
alone can ſeparate me from Erbefgive. 

Tun grave Air with which Ethelred* pronounced 
theſe Words left her no room to queſtion the Sincerity 
of them; notwithſtanding this beautiful Virgin, to the 
end he might have nothing to reproach her with here- 
after, renewed her Efforts to difſuade- him from his In- 
tention ; ſhe even went ſo far as to promiſe him, ſince 
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that ſhe wou'd always continue near him, and in Spite 
of all might be ſaid: of her, give him all the Proofs he 
could wiſh of her Affection, which were not directly 
of Prejudice to her Virtue. | | 

Bur the more ſhe remonſtrated, the more the King 
was confirm d. in his Reſolution, and ſhe was obliged to 

jeld to his. Intreaties, and make the Dictates of her 
Wiſdom give Place to thoſe of her Gratitude and Love; 
Sentiments which ſhe felt too lively in her Heart not to 
expreſs with all that Force and Agreeablenefs which are 
the Companions of Truth. 

ETHELRE D, charm'd with his Happineſs, made 
her recite a hundred times over the Beginning and the 
Progreſs of her Paſſion from him; and when he found 
her Modeſty; kept, her from dwelling on ſome Particu- 
lars, he obliged, Edith to ſupply that Deficiency. In 
fine, . after a long Converſation he took his leave, in 
order to prepare Matters for their · mutual Satisfaction, 
more full of Love and Admiration than ever. 

ETHELGIV E was no ſooner at liberty, than both 
ſhe and Edith, reflecting on what bad happened, and 
in how ſtrange a Manner Divine Providence had con- 
ducted this Adventure, gave Thanks to the King of 
Kings; and the Charmer of Ethelred remitting her 
future Deſtiny, as ſhe had always done, to the heavenly 
Throne, prayed only that ſo infinite a Proſperity as ſhe 
was going to enjoy, might not render her forgetful of 
the Source from whence it ſprung, or value herſelf on 
her own Merits, as the ne 

Waltz ſhe was in theſe pious Meditations, . her 
Royal Lover returned to his Palace with an Air of Con- 
tentment in his Looks, which was viſible to all thoſe 
who were about him, but particularly to Cart; and as 
his Viſit to Etbelgive had been much longer than uſual, 
he imputed the Satisfaction of his King to a Motive not 
very advantageous to that virtuous Maid : But he re- 
main'd not long in this Error, Ezhelred having retired 
to his Cloſet, order'd him to be call'd, and looking on 
him with Eyes ſparkling with Joy, Cork, ſaid he, I 
am the moſt fortunate of all Mapkind. | | 
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Six, reply'd the Favourite, I never doubted but Per- 


ſeverance and the excellent Qualities of your Majeſty 
would in the End be recompenſed with the moſt tender 
Affection of Etbelgive; but I confeſs, the Virtue I ob- 
ſerved in that amiable Virgin made me fear a longer 
Reſiſtance ; and I rejoice that you have triumph'd — 

Hon, cry'd the Ring, haſtily, interrapting him, 
make not too raſh a Judgment : Ethelgive is chaſte, 
pure, and uncorruptible as Virtue's ſelf —I have not, 
nor is there a Poſſibility of triumphing over her. No, ſhe 
has triumph'd over all my looſer Defires — In a Word, 
I love, am beloved, and ſhall make her my Queen. 
— *TwovuLD be in vain to go about making any De- 
ſcription of the Surprize Cort was in at theſe Words, he 
ſprung back ſeveral Paces, and 1 fix d 
his Eyes on the King's Face, as if he d diſeover in 
his Countenance the Truth of what he had heard; but 
this Monarch penetrating into his Sentiments, and will- 
ing to aſcertain him, repeated to him all that had paſſed 
between him and Ezhe/give, and concluded with com- 
manding him to go and congratulate her on this Change 
of her Fortune. | 

CORK; who had now no longer room for doubt, 
could not forbear giving thoſe Praiſes to Ethelgive, 
which her Beauty, Wit, and Virtue demanded, but the 
Intereſt of his King overſway d all other Conſiderations ; 
and looking on this Marriage as the utmoſt Misfortune 
which could happen, either to him or the Kingdom, 
took the Liberty to repreſent to him the Ills which 
might enſue ; but the King interrupted him in the Be- 
ginning of his Diſcourſe, Grieg to him, with an Air 
of Fierceneſs, Cort, be ſenſible of the Honour I do 
you, in making you the firſt of all my Subjects ac- 
quainted with my Defign, and prove your Gratitude in 
your Obedience. This Favourite, who had never heard 
Ethelred ſpeak in this Tone, found it was moſt prudent 
for him to be filent, and made no other Anſwer than 
a low Bow : After which he went to Erhelgive, whoſe 
Wiſdom, Modeſty, and Diſintereſtedneſs appear d to 
him in ſuch lively Coloars, that he could not avoid 


confeſſing, 
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confeſſing, that if the King's Choice ſhould not be ap- 
proced by his People, at leaſt it ought to be ſo. 
ETHELRE D, however, was willing to reconcile 
to this Marriage, before he conſummated it, all the 
Princes of the Blood, 7 got Men of the Kingdom. 
Edgar was the firſt he reſolved to conſult on it; for 
tho he very well knew he ſhould have great Difficulty 
to perſuade him to be of his Opinion; yet as he was 
not only the Preſident of the Council, but alſo a Man 
whoſe Words would have Weight to influence all the 
reſt, in gaining him, he gain'd every thing, he there- 
fore prepared himſelf to hear the Reproaches he ex- 
4 rom him, as became a King, who knew his 
own Authority, and would be obey d. My dear EA. 
gar, ſaid he as ſoon as he ſaw dim enter, as I believe 
my Conduct for ſome time paſt, may have ſurpri 
you, I ſent for you to hear my Juſtification, and by an 


. ample Confeſſion of my moſt ſecret Thoughts, give 


you a Proof of my Eſteem and Confidence. I flatter 
myſelf 2 will return it in kind, and convinced of 
my perfect Friendſhip, give me all imaginable Teſtimo- 
nies of yours. 

Tuis Preamble had the Effect on Ear it was in- 
tended for; he felt in himſelf that Affection which it 
is natural to have for Perſons educated under our Care : 
and tho Ethelred had an uncommon Art of engaging 
the Hearts of all thoſe who knew him; yet was this 
Prince more ſenſibly touch'd with his good Qualities 
than any other; and anſwering him in the moſt tender 
Accents, As you are the ſupreme Maſter, ſaid he, you 
ſtand not in need of Juſtification ; but if it pleaſes you, 
Sir, to render an Account of your Actions, ; ſhall liſten 
more out of Obedience than the Imagination I have 
any Privilege to demand a Reaſon for them. 

Tuis Reply flattering the 8 of Ethelred, he 
gave him the exact Hiſtory of his Love for Ethelgive, 

rom its Beginning to that Moment, and after havi 

exaggerated the Beauty of her Mind, her Virtue, — 
the Nobleneſs of her Sentiments, he concluded with 
declaring the Reſolution he had to eſpouſe her, and 


deſiring 
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deſiring the Prince as Preſident of the Council to influ- 
ence the others to be ſatisfied with his Choice. 

„ _ EDGAR, who till then had liſtened with the ut- 
| moſt Attention, now loſt all Patience, and crying out 
with a Voice that made known the Agitation of his 
Soul; Is it or me, Sir, ſaid he, for me to approve an 
Alliance ſuch as this? What, continued he, with the 
utmoſt Vehemence, ſhall the Deſcendant of ſo many 
Kings, the auguſt Eebelred, place on his Throne the 
Daughter of a vile Mechanic? Think, Sir, think, 
what the Nobility, nay what your whole People will 
ſay to ſee Royalty thus ſhamed, diſgraced, and made 
the Scorn of every petty Commonwealth. Think what 

Misfortunes muſt enſue, when inſtead of being adored, 

you are contemn'd at home, and inſtead of being re- 

_ and feared, be hated by your Neighbours ? 

ill not both the one and the other conſpire to deprive 
you of a Crown you have ſo unworthily beſtowed ? 

Ah, Sir, reflect you're King of a Nation who are ra- 

ther to be govern'd by Love than Authority. 

The Enghi/o are not a People who obey, becauſe they 

muſt, but becauſe they will; and you have ſufficient 

Examples in the Annals of your Anceſtors,” that when 

once the Perſon of a King falls into Contempt, his 

Dignity is little regarded. Are there not Princes of your 

own Blood, whoſe 2 — would 2 them rejoice 

in this 2 of exciting your Subjects to Sedi- 
tion and Rebellion? Have A not Neighbours who 
wait but a fair Occaſion to invade your Realm? Have 
you not every thing to fear from the King of Den- 
mark? Send therefore to him, demand his Daughter 
in Marriage, give her the Place your blind Paſſion offers 
to the meaneft and moſt unworthy of your Subjects, 
and drive far hence this Blot of your Renown. Believe, 

Sir, that when hereafter you ſhall call to mind the Re- 

membrance of this Frenzy, you will bluſh to think what 

a Queen you would have given us, and what a Family 
you would have confounded with your own. 

Hen x he ceaſed to ſpeak, and the King, who had 
ſuffer d him to go on without Interruption, anſwer'd 
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him eoally, You tell me nothing, ſaid he, but what 1 
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have already heard from £the/give herſelf, and you 
may therefore judge how impoſſible it is to prevent 
what I have ed to do. Her Diſintereſtedneſs en- 
gaged my Pardon for the Wrong ſhe did herſelf, and I 
pardon what you have done on account of your Zeal, 
tho' a miſtaken one. But e not I will do ſo a ſe- 
cond time, continued he, raiſing his Voice; for know, 
that as Man I will be ſatisfy' d, and as King I will be 
obey d. Imagi Misfortunes ſhall —— me 
of a real Happineſs: If my Neighbours, or my Sub- 
jects, ſhall attempt any thing to the Diſturbance of the 
State, I truſt my Courage ſhall triumph over the one, 
and my Power make the others tremble. As for you, 
Prince Edgar, I declared not my Deſign to you. for your 
Advice, but Approbation; tho' I ſhou'd have been 
glad you had ſubſcrib'd to it, I am not diſquieted that 
you do not; and, perhaps, without your Aſſiſtance, I 
ſhall know how to exact from my Council that Sub- 
miſſion which is owing to the Will of their King. 
With theſe Words he went out of his Cabinet, and left 
the Prince in fo much Grief and Conſternation, that 
he retired to his Apartment, where he ſhut himſelf up, 
to avoid the Sight or Speech of any one. ö 
ETHELRXE D, however, diſcloſed no Mark of Al- 
teration in his Countenance; and the greateſt Part of 
thoſe who compoſed his Council, being in his Cham- 
ber when he was going to Bed, he ſaid a thouſand 
obliging things to them, was extremely facctious, and 
omitted nothing which might render them unable to 
refuſe any thing he ſhould aſk ; after which he order'd 
them to aſſemble the next Morning on an Affair of 
Importance. 

Taxis Monarch, whoſe Reſolution remgin'd un- 
ſhaken, paſt the Night with no other Inquietude than 
what the Impatience of poſſeſſing Ethelgive occaſioned. 
But Edgar was taken up with very different Agitations ; 
his great Age and Wiſdom having ſhut his Eyes to 
Beauty, made him think it Madneſs to run thoſe Riſques 
the King did for the Attainment of it: Nor did the 
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Wit and fine Qualities of Ethel ive * to him any 
more than frivolous Ornaments, on a 


hrone to which 
he believed Birth only could give a juſt Pretenſion. 
He imagi alſo; that there was more Artifice than 
Virtue in the Proceedings of Ethelgive, and that ſhe 


had not maintained ſo ſtrict a Reſerve to the King, but 
to bring him to thoſe Terms they were now upon; 
the Weakneſs of Ethelred ſeem'd the more inexcuſable 


to him, by the firm Belief he had, that all the Actions 
of this young Beauty were actuated by Ambition; and 
his natural -Haughtineſs mingling with his Concern 
for the Intereſt © King and Kingdom, and repreſent- 
be obliged to bow the Knee, 
and treat as Queen, one who was not born even to 
approach Majeſty, made him determine, whatever 
ſhould be the Conſequence, to take all forts of Mea- 
ſures, rather than ſuffer this Marriage to be accom- 
pliſhed. | 
Tus appointed Hour being arrived, the King went 


to the Council-Chamber, where there want only 
Prince Edgar to render the Aſſembly compleat. His 


Abſence gave Ethelred a ſecret Joy, believing he ſhould 
find the Diſpoſition of the others more favourable ; 
and when he ſaw they were all attentive to what he 
fhould fay, he began his Diſcourſe by commenting on 


the Bleſſimgs of Peace, and the Care he had taken in his 


Conduct with his Allies to procure it for his Subjects. 
He told them he was reſolved, as long as God ſhould 
continue him among them, to give them all imaginable 
Proofs of his Tenderneſs and Love. And then ſaid, 
he hoped, having ſpent thoſe Years, which moſt Men 


- dedicate wholly to Pleaſure, in the Service of the State, 


his People would not now think it ſtrange, that he 


- fought a little Satisfaction for himſelf ; and as he could 


not approve of Marriages formed only by political 
; View. he had choſe for himſelf a Woman, whoſe 


Beau- 
ty, Wiſdom, and Virtue, very well compenſated for 


her Want of Birth. 
Subjects a greater Proof of his Love for them, 


Hz added, that he thought he could not => 
y 
taking 


— 


1 
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taking one of them for his Wife ; and that he hoped 
the admirable Erhelgive, who had already attracted all 
their Hegrts, would find no Difficulty in acquiring their 
moſt duteous Homage. He had ſcarce pronounced 


- theſe Words, when ſuch a confuſed Murmur ran 


through the whole Aſſembly, as hindred him from 
proceeding. e 

Tusix Eyes were caſt down to the Earth; a gloomy 
Diſcontent, mix'd with a certain Air of Perturbation, 
almoſt to Horror, overſpread the Faces of all preſent ; 
and while every one was thinking in what Manner he 
ſhould oppoſe an Alliance which ſeemed ſo monſtrouſſy 
unproportionable, the King had little to expect for his 
Satisfaction from their Replies. 

Bu r whatever their Sentiments were on this Affair, 
they forbore making any Diſcovery of them, till the 
Appearance of Prince Edgar gave them new Courage, 
and Ethelred new Occaſion to believe he had nothing 
to hope from their Aſſent. 

Tuis wiſe Miniſter, tho' he eaſily gueſs'd the Rea- 
ſon of this general Conſternation, deſired it might be 
explain'd, to the end he might have a ſecond Oppor- 
tunity of remonſtrating to the King the Dangers which 
threatn'd him in the Purſuit of his Deſign. He had 
no ſooner aſk'd the Queſtion, than one of the Lords, 
after having firſt entreated the King's Pardon, told him, 
in the Name of the reſt, that the Reaſon of their In- 
quietude was, that they were obliged to refuſe an 
thing to a Monarch they fo dearly loved, and was fo 
juſtly valuable to them; but that neither their Loyalty 
to him, nor the Welfare of the State, would permit 
them ever to conſent. he ſhould be the Huſband of a 
Maid, ſuch as Ezhe/give. 

Now it was that this Prince made uſe of all his 
Wiſdom, his. fine Reaſoning, and Eloguence, mingling 
Tears with his Diſſuaſions from a Union, which pro- 
miſed nothing but 'Tumults and Seditions among his 
Subjects, ill Uſage from his Neighbours, arid too late 
Repentance and Remorſe in himſelf, What he ſaid was 
ſeconded by others, and wy all join'd in one Voice to 

2 cry 
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cry out, Ehelgive ſhould never be their Queen; when 
Ethelred, ns cab nothing was to be done, diſmiſs'd 
them, with telling them, that he would confider far- 
ther on the Affair, and they ſhould know his Pleaſure 


E DG AR now flatter'd himſelf that the King was 
ſomewhat ſhaken in his Reſolution ; but how ſtrangely 
was he ſurprized when he heard ſoon after that Ezbel- 
yed had no ſooner left the Council, than he went into 
the Room of State, .and declared to a numerous Con- 
courſe of Nobility then preſent, that he ſhould ſhortly 
make E 1 his Queen, and that he had ſent to the 
Biſhop of Durbam to come to London, in order to ſo- 
lemmze this Marriage. 

As this Prince was naturally violent, this News 

t him into a Rage that exceeded all Bounds; and 
— to the Dictates of his Zeal, he ran to the 
Palace of Ethelgive to reproach her with thoſe Arti- 
fices he imagined ſhe made uſe of to ſeduce the 
Heart of the King. She had no other 27 than 
Edith when he enter d; and the Rank he held at Court, 
his Age, the near Alliance he had to Ethelred, and 
the Eſteem he was honoured with by that Mo- 
narch, made her receive him with all the Reſpect that 
Ber Eger, whoſe Mind judiced againſt her 
Bur Edgar, whole was prejudic 
by the — diſadvantageous Ideas, without examining 
the Sweetneſs and Modeſty that accompanied the Ci- 
vilities with which ſhe treated him, opened not his 
Mouth but to rail at her Ambition, mingling with his 

r ſevere Reflections on the Meanneſs of her 
Birth; and all this in Terms the moſt outrageous that 
Deſpair could ſuggeſt. 

= Behaviour and Diſcourſe threw this beautiful 
Maid into an Aſtoniſhment which kept her from inter- 
rupting him ; but when ſhe perceived he had no more 
| elf, and anſwered in this 


ner : 
My Lord, faid ſhe, with her accuſtomed Sweetneſs, 
another, in the Situation I am, would not, * 
ä ve 
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have liſtened with ſo much Tranquility to Reproaches I 
ſo little deſerve ; but I ſhall always reſpe& my King in 
the Perſons of all who have the Honour of being allied 
to him, and none with more Sincerity than Prince Ed- 

gar, to whom I hope to make my Innocence appear 
ſo clearly, that he ſhall find more to approve, than 

| blame in my Conduct. Fs l 

Tu ar Majeſty which reigned in the whole Perſon 

of Ethelgive, and the charming Tone of her Voice, 

began to produce their ordinary Effects. Already the 

Prince beheld her with Eyes leſs incens'd, and already 

began to repent him of his Fierceneſs, when ſhe con- 

| tinued in this Manner: I love the King, my Lord, 
ſaid ſhe, I do not pretend to deny it; but that Ten- 

derneſs had never any other Object than himſelf: The 

Ambition you reproach me with, has always been ſo 
diſtant from my Soul, that I have never aimed to make 

B myſelf beloved; but, on the contrary, looked on the 

Affection, and the Bounties his Majeſty honoured me 

. with, as the moſt terrible Misfortune could befal me ; 

and for the Space of a whole Year, that I have been 

h compelled to receive them, Reſpect and Indifference 

| have been all the Returns I made. I confeſs, that in 

this I did myſelf the utmoſt Violence, but Virtue and 

; Religion enabled me to go through it; and{I take all 

the Saints to witneſs, that in this Conſtraint I had no 

| other View, no other Defire, than to cure my Royal 

Maſter of a Paſſion, the Gratification of which could 

| be attended only with Infamy and Shame. 

Ir is but two Days ſince the Secret of my Soul, and 
the King's Intentions in my Favour were, by an Acci- 
dent, at once diſcovered ; and I 9 to him, if I did 
not labour with a Diſintereſtedneſs, few of my Sex, per- 

haps, would have been able to have teſtified on fach an 

Occaſion, to diſſuade his Majeſty from a Match ſo great- 

: ly to the Diſadvantage of his Glory, and his Subjects 

| ſe. Ambition and Artifice, my Lord, are Monſters, 
= unknown to me : Innocence guides all * = ; 

Truth my Words. I could not refuſe my Heart to the 

of Ethelred, but never did I aſpire to * 
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Merit 
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the Wife of my King ; and to convince you of it, in- 
vent fome Means to break off this diſproportionable 
Marriage, you ſhall ſee with how much Reſignation 1 
will facrifice both my Love and Life for the — 
of the State, and the Glory of my Sovereign. 

Taz time ſhe was ſpeaking, Prince Edgar regard- 
ed her with all the Marks of Admiration ; and as ſoon 
as ſhe had done, Madam, faid he, by what Services can 
I attone for the Crime I have been guilty of? I wiſh 
to God it were in my Power to Subject the Hearts, and 
reconcile the Voices of the whole World in your Fa- 
vour; with what Zeal would I endeavour it — But alas 
the Report I ſhall make of you, I fear, will not be be- 
heved ; nor is it at all ſurprizing they ſhould not give 
Credit to my Words, when it is difficult for me to per- 
ſuade myſelf of what I ſee. 

Tus alone can convince the Nation of your Worth, 
and may Heaven, who inſpires you with ſuch excellent 
Virtues, conſtrain the Exgliß to render them the Ho- 
mage which is their Due. I am no longer aſtoniſh'd 
at the Sentiments of the King : It is no longer in my 
Power to blame them ; and 1 am certain that to ſepa- 
rate him from you, would be a Misfortune more ter- 
rible than all that Policy can foreſee in being united to 


ou. 
A ETHELGIYFE appear'd more perplexed at theſe 
Praiſes from the Prince, than ſhe had been at the In- 
dipnation he at firſt expreſs'd. She replied, however, 
with the utmoſt Modeſty, and entreated he would re- 
gulate her Conduct by his Advice, with Graces fo en- 
chanting, that ſhe gained him entirely to her Party ; 
nor was there ever a more ſincere Friend than ſhe found 
in him from this Moment. 

Tus King, who burned with the ſtrongeſt Impa- 
tience to be for ever with his dear Ezhelgive, had no 
ſooner given the neceſſary Orders for the Celebration of 
his Marriage, than he came to her Palace, * — 2 
the v oment Edgar was going out, and being ſur- 

21 meet him * m4 What Occaſion, Prince, 
Eid he, has brought you here ? pe 
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Six, reply'd Eagar, I came with Sentiments very - 
different from thoſe I out ; and retired immedi- 
ately. The King, who knew not what to think of 
this Viſit, went with ſome Inquietude to the Chamber 
of Ethelgive ; but the Tranquillity that appear d on 
her Countenance, diſſipated it: His Curioſity however 
remained, and he defired ſhe would inform him of the 
Converſation that paſs'd between them. 

Tu is prudent Maid knew the Injury ſhe ſhould 
do the Prince if ſhe diſcovered the Beginning of his Diſ- - 
courſe to her, ſhe therefore carefully concealed it, and 
only told the King that he had entertained her with the 
Goodneſs of his Majeſty to her. This gave an infinite 
Satisfaction to Ethelred; for imagining that he came 
22 to examine the Worth 18 thel, packs Foz a 
it ſuperior to his Expectations, he e ati 
With his Choice, he reſolved to take him into Favour 
again. But quitting this Converſation, they enter'd 
into one more agreeable to the Diſpoſition of their 
Hearts. Ethelred teſtified ſuch an Impatience to be 
joined to her by Ties indiſſoluble, that ſhe could not 
diſpenſe with anſwering, in the moſt tender Manner he 
could wiſh ; and a few Days after, they were married 
in the Royal Chapel by the Biſhop of Durham. 

Bur the Ceremony was no ſooner over, than the 
Palace became a Deſart: Of all the numerous Concourſe 
of Beauties that uſed to grace the Circle, now not one 
was to be ſeen ; nor of the other Sex any but thoſewho - 
by their Employments were obliged to be near the Per- 
ſon of. the Ein , except a few, to whom the Merit of 
Ethelgive was known; among whom were Prince Ed- 


gar and Cork. 


Tus Poſſeſſion of his fair Queen eaſily conſoled F. 
thelred for the little Complaiſance of his Subjects, and 
every Day more charmed than before, his whole Feli- 
city conſiſted in her Converſation, and in giving and 
receiving the moſt tender Proofs of Love. 

Nox did Ethelgive ſeem in the leaſt diſturbed at this 
Behaviour of the Courtiers : Contented to poſſeſs the 
Heart of Ethelred, ſhe diſdained his Throne; and the 
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Title of Queen, which the People refuſed to give her, 
was entirely indifferent to lie)" Add ſo far wil the from 
refenting the Contempt they treated her with, that ſhe 
made uſe of her utmoſt. Power with the King, to pre- 
vent him from coming into any Extremities with them. 
The few whom her Virtue had attached to her, thought 
they could never fufficiently admire and applaud her 
Patience, Humility, and Sweetneſs. Prince Eyar, 
who almoſt idolized her Goodneſs, uſed inceſſant En- 
deavours to perſuade the Nobility to acknowledge her 
for what ſhe was, and conſent to her Coronation ;| but 


without Succeſs for a long Time, ſo implacable is that 
Animoſity which ariſes from the Pride of Blood. 


& Hravexs, however, confirmed its Approbation of 


this Marriage by bleſfing the Royal Pair with a Son, 

whom the King named Edmund. The Birth of this 
Prince, the Goodneſs of his Mother, and the Sollicita- 
tions of Edgar, made ſome of the wiſeſt of the great 
Men leſs inveterate than they had been] and they be- 
gan by Degrees to come to Court, and congratulate the 
King: After which they could not refuſe the Title of 
Majeſty to her who had given them a Prince, whoſe 
Right to the Empire none in the leaſt diſputed. 

Ts x had doubtleſs no longer oppoſed ſetting the 
Crown on her Head, as was her Due, being the Wife 
of their King, had not Counters arrived with Intelli- 
gence which Filed the Minds of every one with Thoughts 
of another Nature. 


Two Earls, who pretended to be deſcended from 4 


Fred, took the 2 of the general Diſcontent to 


raiſe an Army, They had taken up Arms in the Northern 
Provinces, and were ſupported in their Enterprize b 
Szueno King of Denmark, who ſent them ſeveral well- 
diſciplin'd Troops ; and were promifed the ſame by 
Malcolm King of Scotland: And their Forces every 
Day augmenting, they Hflatter'd themſelves with the 
. of dethroning Ethelred. * 
Taxis News greatly afflicted thoſe whoſe Loyalty, 
notwithſtanding their Diſcontent, remained A 
| ut 


. 
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ut the King, who had a truly Royal Courage, ap- 

pear little : at it ; and having iſſued our Orders 

or levying an Army, ſuch Numbers liſted as Volun- 

tiers, that he had the Satisfaction to ſee he had not — 
the Hearts of his Subjects, though they had omitte. 
ing thoſe ſuperficial Duties he ex from them. 

n fine, he was very ſoon in a Condition to repel the 
Inſolence of the Rebels ; and every thing being ready, 

he took leave of his beloved Ethe/give, who had now 
given ſome Proofs of a ſecond Pregnancy. | 

Tx1s Princeſs, who had never known before what 

'twas to fear the Danger of the Man ſhe loved, felt the 
moſt ſenſible Grief at this Separation; and the Certainty 
that this Rebellion had no other Pretence than the Mar- 
riage of the King, was no inconſiderable Addition to 
her Sorrows. But Ezhelred, whoſe Paſſion for ber 
every Hour encreaſed, conjured her to be of Comfort ; 
aſſuring her, that tho* the whole World ſhould turn 
againſt him on her Account, it ſhould not be capable 
of diminiſhing any Part of that firm Affection he had 
vowed for her, or making him, even for a Moment, 
regret the having loved her. 
Tur King marched from London, at the Head of 
bis Army towards the North of Zng/and, where he 
found the Rebels entrenched near Lincoln, which City 
they deſigned to beſiege. 

Tagy were extremely ſurprized at the Number and 
Beauty of . the King's Army, which were encamped 
very near them, and had took all neceſſary Meaſures 
for an advantageous Attack. But this Monarch, un- 
willing to ſpill the Blood of thoſe, who, th” Rebels, 
were yet his Subjects, offered a free Pardon to ſuch as 
would return to their Allegiance ; and to engage them 
to do ſo, repreſented to them their Weaknels, and his 
Superiority. But the Scan, who were at tual 
Enmity with the Fugliſ, animated them in ſuc 75 
ner, To they refuſed to liſten to theſe Propoſals, and 
r themſelves to make a vigorous Defence: 
Which ſo far irritated the King, that he fell immedi- 
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ly on him with ſuch Fury and Succeſs, that in four 
Hours he gained a compleat Victory. And having di- 
ſtributed his Rewards and Puniſhments with the greateſt 
Juſtice, returned to London, where the tender Ethel- 
Fs: who had paſs d all the Time of his Abſence at the 
Foot of the Altar, received him with of prlnaps 


as his Love; and both were ſo ſublime, above the 
ordinary Endearments, that never did any conjugal 
Affection appear ſo illuſtrious. 

Tas Feaſts and Rejoicings which were made in the 
Court and City for the King's Victory and Return, 
were, in a few Months afterwards, renewed on the 
Birth of a ſecond Prince which Ezhe/give brought into 

the World, and was called Edwin. This Fertility, 
the Conſtancy of Ethelred, and the Virtue and Good- 
neſs of Ethelgive, determined the People at length to 
acknowledge her for their Queen.” The Lords of the 
Council had agreed at their next Meeting to propoſe to 
the King a Day for her Coronation, all the Nobi- 
lity of both Sexes were buſy in preparing new Habits 
and Equipages to make their Court in to the Queen. 
Prince Edgar, whoſe true Friendſhip for her had gone 
a great way in bringing about this Change, reſerved for 
1 Pleaſure of being the firſt who ſhould inform 

or it. F 

BuT how different from his E tion did he now 
find her! She was leaning on a Table with one Arm 
which ſupported her Head, while the other held a 
Handkerchief before her Eyes; no Company but Ei, 
| who was on her Knees by her, with her Face all co- 
vered with Tears, and ſeemed abandoned to the utmoſt 
Exceſs of Grief. 
A SpecrtacLe fo extraordinary confounded the 
Prineg : He ſtood for ſome Time obſerving them, with- 
out being ſeen by them; but not able longer to reſtrain 
his Curioſity, he drew nearer, and with a Voice which 
his Sarprize render'd more precipitate than uſual, What 
do I ſee, Madam ! faid he? What ſtrange Accident, un- 
known to all the World but yourſelf, can — 
& CUCITY 


kerchief from before her Face, and looking on him 
with Eyes in which Deſpair was viſibly painted, My 
Lord, replied ſhe, in the Depth of Miſery it affords ſome 
Eaſe to ſee you. Tis in your Advice alone I hope 
for Remedy. | | 
You may judge, Madam, faid the Prince, by what 
I have already done, that there is nothing in my Power 


I would not do for your Service. But I confeſs my- 


ſelf ſtrangely at a Loſs to gueſs what Subject of Com- 
plaint you can have in this happy Point of Time, when, 
as if to triumph over the Heart of Ezhelred were not 


| ſufficient for your Glory, you alſo triumph over the 


Wills of his People. They now, Madam, joyfully ac- 


knowledge the incomparable Ezhelgive is worthy of a 


Throne, and the firſt Meeting of the Council will fix 
a Day to ſet the Crown upon your Head. I came full 


of Joy to acquaint you with this News, and I find you 


in Tears, and Grief of Heart.—Ah ! Madam, give 
not Way to Sorrow fo ill timed ; nor wrong your own 
Fortune, and that of the King, who, by a Con- 

cy unparallel'd, merits all your Attention. 


No, my Lord, no, interrupted ſhe haſtily, the King 
loves Ethelgive no more. Coldueſs and 15 


difference 
have, for a Month paſt, uſurp'd the Place of Tenderneſs. 
— This, my Lord, this, continued ſhe, weeping, is 
the Occaſion of my Tears, and my Deſpair. The Rio. 
nours you bring me Tidings of, have no Effect on a 
Mind like mine, wholly taken up with Love : The 
Heart of Etbelred was all my Pride, all my Deſire, 

and having loſt that, the Grave is my only Wiſh. 
Tais beautiful Princeſs pronounced theſe Words 
with a Vehemence which eakily made known the Sin- 
cerity of them. But as Edgar had never perceived the 
leaſt Change in the King's Behaviour, he believed not, 
after having given ſuch Proofs of the moſt pure Af- 
fection, he could be inconſtant ; eſpecially as Ethel- 
ive was grown more beautiful than ever, and had 
brought two Pledges of their mutual Affection, which 
| 5 L 6 feem'd 
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Felicity of yonr Majeſty ? He had not finiſhed this Exe. 
clamation, when the lovely Mourner took her Hand- 
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ive not only perceived 
* Tenderneſs for her, but alſo that 


hauſelf that the King had in reality given any Reaſon 
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* 
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ſcenpd to cement it more cloſely than before; and 
therefore look d on this Suſpicion as a Weakneſs which 
Women are too frequently guilty of. The more he re- 
flected, the more he was fortified in this Opinion, and 
conjured her not to be ſo eaſily alarmed. He told her, 
that ſuch Doubts were equally prejudicial to the Glory 
of Etbelred, as to her own Repoſe ; that what he had 
done for her, in Oppoſition to the whole Nation, was 
ſufficient to. convince her he never cquld be capable of 


" "doing any "UE which ſhould give her a juſt Cauſe of 
Complaint ; an 5 


that the two Princes ſhe had given 
him, her Beauty, and his own Honour, were Securities 
for his Conſtancy. In fine, he laboured all he could 
to perſuade her what he really believed himſelf; and 
when he left her, bid her be aſſured he would ſhort! 
return with new Proofs of the King's anchangeadle 


Bur all he had faid was of little Effect, the King's 
viour to her for ſome Time was more convincing 

than any thing which could proceed from any other 
Mouth. Nor did the worſt of Fears deceive her; a 
new Attachment for a Lady of the Court had render'd 
him diſguſtful of what he before purſued with fo 
tender an Ardency. He ſaw Ethelgive but with Re- 
gret, and repented him of having enter'd into Engage- 
with her, which were not to be broke but by 
enth. He endeavour'd, however, to conceal his Sen- 


-  timents from her, being defirous ſhe ſhould think the 


Difgrace he determined for her was not owing to his 
Inconſtancy, but to Reaſons of State. | 
BuT nothing is ſo quick-ſighted as Love; Ethel- 
be had no 14 any Remains 
e 


a Paſſion 
for another : But a Hope of one Day being able to 


recover him, made her keep this Part of her Misfor- 


tune a Secret to Prince Edgar: The Reſpect ſhe ſtill 


preſerved for this ungrateful Monarch not permitting her 
to diſcover what was ſo great a Blemiſh on his Glory. 
Tuts Prince, however, not being able to perſuade» 


for 
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for theſe Jealouſies, went immediately to his nt, 
believing he ſhould ſome way or other make a Diſcovery 
of the Truth, "UE . 
Hs found him in his Cabinet with Cort; and the 
ing no ſooner ſaw him enter, than he cried out with | 
all the Marks of the moſt furious e, Zagar, what 
think you of che Subject that has the to refuſe 
Obedience to my Commands ? Prince, continued 
I have made ſerious Reflections on the Rank E. 7 | 
ive holds here; I know her Preſence is Poiſon to 
. Eyes of ll who with me well, and tha' I have 


Ee, 
* | 
— —＋ of a Wife, for whom the State is indebted 
for two Princes who are looked on as the Support of 
the Empire ; and of a Wife, for whom your Subj 
have conceived ſo perfeft an Eſteem, that 
you, by me, to ſet the Crown on her Head? | 
ready, Sir, to acknowledge her their Queen; and her 
Virtue — =_ 1 on their Hearts, that 
to hear of ſuch a as now threaten, would 
ell chem with the extremeſt Grief. | 
ETHELRE D was aſtoniſhed at theſe Words from 
Edgar, but he was not in a Diſpoſition to liſten to his 
Reaſons ; Wiſdom was no longer the Conductor of his 
Actions; Vice had taken the Place of Virtue, Incon- 
fancy left him a Reliſh only for diſſolute Pleaſures, and 
if he durſt, Prince Edgar had that Moment fel the 
Effect of his Rage, for having offer'd to oppoſe his 
Will. He conſtrained himſelf, however, as to this Par- 
ticular, but let his whole Fury looſe on Cork, who, 
for refuſing to be the Bearer of his cruel Orders, he 
baniſhed from Court ; and refufing to hear the Prince, 
he called one of his Train, and difpetched him ws 
Ethelgive, with the Sentence of her Fate, 


Prince 
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Parxce Edzar, who foreſaw the Trouble this Ac- 
cident would occaſion, retired with a Soul filled with 
the moſt diſturbed Emotions; he could not reſolve to 
ſee Ethelgive, till ſhe had been made acquainted with 
her — by ſome other hand; he lamented the 
Miſery. he knew ſhe muſt ſuſtain; and moſt of all, that 
à Prince whom he had educated in the ſtricteſt Princi- 
of Virtue and Honour, ſhould- be guilty of an 
Adtion ſo much the reverſe of both. The whole Court 
was in a general Conſternation, when informed of what 
was doing; and Ethelgive, who two Years before had 
not one Voice in her Favour, had now the univerſal 
Love, Eſteem, and Pity. Every one condemn'd the 
King's Change, but he was inſenſible to all the Re- 
monſtrances that ſeveral of the great Men took the 
liberty to make him ; and in Spite of all that could be 
faid, the unhappy Esbelgive received the fatal Order 
to abandon” for ever the Palace and Preſence of the 
King, and retire to that Houſe he had given her be- 

"Fax Lover 
Tas ies ran in Troops to her Apartment, to 
condole her under fo fad, and ſo unexpected an Afflic- 
tion ; but there was no time for reaſoning, the Perſon 
with this cruel] Commiſſion had no ſooner exe- 
cuted it, than ſhe fell into a Swoon, from which it 
Was near two Hours before all their Endeavours could 
recover her; and when at the end of that time ſhe 
* opened her Eyes, Death was ſo ſtrongly decyphered in 
her Countenance, that every one believed that Finiſher 
of all mortal Things was near at hand ; all the Remains 
of Strength left her in this dreadful Hour were em- 
ploy'd in beſeeching thoſe preſent, that would 
ail on the King to permit her to take her laſt adieu 
of a Huſband ſhe ſo tenderly loved, and by whom ſhe 
had been ſo much beloved. On which ſeveral of the 
Ladies flew to the Room of State where the King then 
was, and threw themſelves at his Feet, ing with 
Tears, and the moſt fincere Ardency, that he would 
not refuſe this laſt Conſolation to a dying” Wife ; with 
| them the chief Nobility join'd their Prayers; but the 
2 hard» 
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e 
hard-hearted E:be/red was inexorable to every thing, 
and wholly taken up with his new Paſſion, flung from 
the Petitioners with an Air, which made them ſee he 
was not to be moved. 

Tutgix Tears and whole Deportment at their re- 
turn ſpoke the ill Succeſs of their Embaſſy, and the 
Queen without aſking knew there was nothing left her 
to hope. On which, ſhe order'd her Children to be 
brought, and ſeeing Prince Edgar that Moment enter, 
If the Cruelty the King has exerciſed on me, ſaid ſhe, 
could admit of Conſolation, I ſhould find it in the Teſti- 
monies you, and the whole Court now give me of 
good Will. I proteſt to you, that I never wiſhed more 
than your Friendſhip and Efteem, nor was ambitious 
of any higher Title than your Protectreſs and Interceſ- 
for. It is not for my Preſumption, Heaven has thought 
fit to pulliſh me; but for my too tender Love for the 
King, who has been too much it's Rival in my Adora- 
tion. Then after a little Pauſe, My Lord, reſumed ſhe, 
addrefling herſelf to Edgar, to you I recommend my 

Sons, I have Cauſe to fear the Infection of their Mo- 
ther's Fate for them; but if you vouchſafe to take them 
under your Protection, I hope thoſe Principles of Vir- 
tue your Admonitions and Example will inſpire in them, 
will enable them to ſurmount the Obſtacles that threaten 
to impede their way to Glory. Here ſhe took the 
Children in her Arms, and embraced them with ſuch” 
Extaſies of Grief and Tenderneſs, as touch'd the Hearts 
of all who were Witneſſes of it, with the moſt piercing 
Sorrow. For ſome Minutes this mournful Scene was 
filled up only with Sighs : Grief had locked up every 
Tongue, nor had even Prince Edgar the Power of 
Speech. At length the Queen recovering her ſelf a little, 
May e, ſaid ſhe, to the young Princes, dear Pledges 
of a Love too tender and too ull-recompenc'd, may ye 
one Day be able to inſpire the Heart of Ehelred with 
ſome Part of that ion he ſwore ſhould be invio- 
lable to me and mine. May thoſe Sentiments of Duty 

ä and Reſpect, which will accompany me to my Grave 

ſior him, live in you, and increaſe with a 
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And may your Virtues oblige him one Day to regret the 
Fate of the unfortunate Erhefgive. To your Care, m 
Lord, continued ſhe, turning to Edgar, I commit t 
unhappy Princes ; forſake them not, I conjure you. 
With Words ſhe renewed her. Endearments to 
them ; and finding that no Perſon had the Power of 

anſwering ber but with Tears, Sighs, and Looks, which 
ſpoke much more than Language could, the Part they 
took in her Sufferings, her Generoſity would not per- 
mit her to prolong ſo touching a Spectacle; and having 
embraced = all one after another, Preſerve for m 
Children, ſaid ſhe, the Love and Compaſſion you teſtify 
for me, tis all I have now to implore. Then ſupported 
by Prince Edgar and the inconſolable Edith, ſhe went 
down the Palace-Stairs, and ſtepped into a Chariot 
which waited to carry her to the Place ordain'd for her 
Retirement. 4 
Tuts Princeſs appeared ſo beautiful in her Grief, 
and fuch peculiar Graces accompany d her every Action, 
that the whole Aſſembly ſet up a Cry at her Depar- 
tare, which echo'd thro' the Palace, and Edgar him- 
ſelf was obliged to hold his Handkerchief before his 
Face to conceal the Tears, which forced themſelves in 

abundance from his manly Eyes. None but 

Eh went with her into the Chariot ; but all the 
Ladies and Women of her Bed-chamber, with the Of- 
. » ficers of her Houſhold, reſolving not to quit her in this 

Diſgrace, made what 22 could to give her their 
uſual Attendance at this little Court; where ſhe was 
no ſooner arrived, than ſhe found herſelf ſo much in- 
* that ſhe was obliged to be put immediately 
0 . 


EDGAR, who expected no leſs from her Deſpair, 
and was preſently informed of it, went the next Day 
to viſit her, and touch'd to the Soul at the languiſhin 
Condition he beheld her in, I come not, Madam, fai 
he, to offer any thing to conſole you. I know you too 
well, not toknow ſuch Efforts would be in vain, but 
to perſuade you-to ſummon to your Aid all that Cou- 
zage and high Vittue which has-render'd you the Ad- 

miration 
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miration of the World. "Tis in this ſad reverſe of For- 
tune you ought to exert them, and ſhew how worthy 
you are of a Rank, whence you are fo unjuſtly driven. 
Time and Patience may bring about a Change to your 
Advantage: You have acquired the Hearts of the Peo- 
ple, their Example may recover that of the King, to 
whom your Perfections are infiritely more known. 
Live, Madam, and by your Fortitude make him bluſh 
at his Infidelity ; and tho? I eaſily perceive I have loſt 
all Power with him, be aſſured, I will not ſpare remon- 
ſtrating to him every thing that is neceſſary for your 
Re-eſtabliſhment : Tho 'at preſent, the of 
Nobleneſs are in his Nature, I flatter myſelf he will 
one Day liſten td the Voice of Reaſon ; I beg of you 
no more than to live to enjoy the Fruit of my Labours, 
and a Happineſs which nothing hereafter will have the 
Power to diſcompoſe. i 

My Lord, reply'd ſhe, my Reſignation to the Im- 
mortal Will, may affure you, I ſhall do nothing to 
haſten my Death; but the Love of Ethelred was fo 
much a Part of my Life, that he cannot deſtroy the one 
without the other. I cannot promiſe you to live, that 
does not depend on myſelf ; but this I can, that to my. 
laſt Moment I will retain the grateful Memory of what 
you have done for me. 
RR 
vincing the Prince ompany Was 
any Aſleviation — 4 took leave with C 
Heart truly touch'd with ber Calamities ; but while he 
and the whole Court were commiſerating her Condi- 
tion, Exhelred purſued his new Amour, and the Ob- 
JA of it having neither the Piety nor the Virtue of 
Ethelgive, permitted him to indulge in all thoſe wan- 
ton Joys an unlawful Love aſk ; which News 
being reported to Ethelgive, gave her ſome little Hope 
that the Difference of their Characters might in time 
recal the Wanderer ; but juſt as ſhe was beginning to ' 
conſole herſelf on the Unworthineſs of hee Rival, ſhe 
received a ſecond Intelligence, which entirely overthrew | 
all the pleaſing ProfpeR the other had raiſed. 1 by 

HE 
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Tus Commerce at that time between the Cities of 
Landon and Roan, and the Correſpondence the Engl 
Lords had with thoſe of Normandy, brought to the 
Ears of Ethelred the Report of the exquiſite Beauty of 
the Princeſs Emma, Siſter to Richard the Second, Duke 
of . Normandy. This inconſtant Prince, whoſe Heart 
being once falſe, was now like Tinder, which ev 
g Spark could kindle, was immediately enflamed wi 
te Deſcription he heard of her; but her Picture being 
ented to him, entirely compleatly the Conqueſt. 

e now more than ever regretted his Marriage with 
Etbelgive, and her having Children by him, putting 
an invincible Obſtacle to an entire cancelling it, fell 
into ſo violent a Deſpair, that the Sight of the young 
Princes was inſupportable him. | 

Taz Miſtreſs for whoſe Sake he had baniſh'd his 
Queen, was now baniſh'd herſelf with as much Con- 
tempt and Ignominy, as the other had been with Love 
and Reverence. He abandon'd all his former Pleaſures, 
and delivering himſelf up to Melancholy, he paſs'd whole 
Days together in his Cabinet, contemplating the beau- 
tiful Picture of Emma. 

Tu is was no ſooner related to Ethe/give, than ſhe 
found the Loſs of all her Hopes in the Birth and Per- 
fections of this Princeſs; and unable to ſuſtain this 
ſecond Shock, ſhe fell into violent Fever, from which 
the Phyſicians ſoon perceiv'd it was not in the Power 
of their Art to recover her. She receiv'd the Certainty 
of her Death with an unparallell' d Conſtancy of Mind; 
and ſeeing nothing but Tears, and the moſt pierci 
Sorrow in all thoſe who were about her, appear'd wor 
and unmoved herſelf, and endeavoured to comfort them, 
by ſaying they ought not mourn, but rejoice, that 
ſhe was going to be delivered from the Miſeries ſhe had 
ſo long endured. 

Sous Hours before her Death, ſhe” wrote a Letter 
to the King under a Cover, directed to Prince Edgar; 
who ſhe 'd to take the Care of delivering it. After 
this ſhe diſtributed what ſhe was poſſeſs d of between 


Edith and the Perſons who had not forſook her in the 


Change 
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Change of her Condition ; and dedicating her laſt Mo- 
ments to Acts of Devotion, ſhe expired, being no more 
than three and twenty Years old, as beautiful as ever, 
and univerſally lamented. 

EDITH had. no ſooner performed her laſt Duties, 
and ſeen her laid in the Earth, than ſhe retired to a 
Convent, where ſhe took the Veil ſome time after. As 
for Prince Edgar he acquitted himſelf of the Commil- 
ſion entruſted to him by this virtuous Princeſs, and with 
Eyes ſtreaming with unfeigned Tears preſented her Let- 
ter to the King, who Erin already heard of her 
Death, 8 it with a Cofaneſs and Inſenſibility, 
which made the Prince think he had ſhook off all Hu- 
manity : He took the Letter, but without opening it, 
or even caſting his Eyes on it, threw it carelesſly into a 
little enamelled Coffer which happen'd to ſtand near 
him ; and without ſpeaking a Word of the Perſon who 
had wrote it, entertained Edgar with different things; 
who, ſurprized at the Hardheartedneſs of this Behaviour, 
took his leave in a ſhort time, and gave him liberty ta 
indulge the ſecret Satisfaction of his Mind. | 

Tx1s Monarch, who was naturally vehement in all 
his Paſſions, ſuffered but a few Days to before he 
declared his Intentions of defiring the Princeſs Emma 
of her Brother in Marriage, and to that end ſent as 
Ambaſſador to the Court of Normandy, the Earl of 
Kent, one of the moſt rich and powerful of the Eng/iþ 
Noblemen, and at that time General of all the Forces of 
the Kingdom. He arrived at Roan with a magnificent 
1 , and followed by three hundred Gentlemen 
of Condition, nor was his Reception unworthy of his 
A ce; and having made known the Purport of 
his Embaſſy, it was immediately acceded to, and he 
returned according to the Wiſh of his Maſter in a very 
ſhort time, bringing with him the beautiful Princeſs. 

Never was Allance celebrated with more Pom 
and the Charms of Emma making the People hope 
Inclinations of their King woult now be fix'd, they 
Jooking on her with a fincere Joy; the publick Re» 
myvicings continued a whole Month, and this Prince” 
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ſeemed now ſo infinitely happy in his lovely Queen, 
that it was thought next to an Impoſſibility he ſhould 
ever be capable of changing more. 
Taz new Queen was not ignorant of all that had 
happen'd on Etbe/give's account, and the Hiſtory of 
her Virtues and Sufferings made her, as ſhe was herſelf 
a Miracle of Goodneſs, conceive the utmoſt Eſteem for 
ter Memory, and treat her Children with little leſs 
Affection than if they had been her own. 
Tux firſt Year of her Marriage ſhe preſented England 
with a Prince, whom Ethelred named Alfred, and who 
"was ed as preſumptive Heir to the Crown, be- 
cauſe the King's Marriage with Erhelgive being ; Azaink 
the Conſent of the Parliament and Council, not 
been celebrated with all the Formalities requiſite by the 
Laws of the Kingdom. The ſecond Year was born 
another Son, who was called Edward, and was after- 
wards that famous Edward the Confefſor, King of 
1 
PROEOUND Tranquility now reign'd thro' all the 
Kingdom ; there were now no Factions, no oppolite 
Parties, the common People were content, and the 
Great lived in a * good Intelligence; the Queen, 
who poſſeſs'd all the Qualities neceſſary for a great 
Princeſs, was the Delight of both the Court and City. 
The Tenderneſs ſhe teſtified for the Children of Ehel- 
give, very much contributed to render her beloved; 
Prince Edmund, whoſe Features had the exact Reſem- 
blance of his beautiful Mother, kept the Memory of 
that unfortunate Princeſs freſh in the Minds of the Peo- 
ple, and made them behold with Joy the Bounties of 
the Queen to her Remains, making not the leaſt Dif- 
ference between them and the two Princes ſhe had 
brought Erhelred. Every thing ſmiled, there wanted 
ONS pnne this King the 3s ieſt Monarch in the 
World; when, as tho' weary of Proſperity, his own 
Inconſtancy of Nature 
him and his Country in 
eaſily quieted. 


— 


to appear, and involved 
iſturbances which were not 


Hy 


a” 


33-587 


(237) 
He took ſo ſudden, and ſo extraordinary an Aver- 
ſion to the Queen, that he was not able to endure her in 
his SI nor had he the Power of concealing either 
from her or the whole Court, the Cauſe why he took 
all Opportunities of being abſent from her. Tho' few 
Women had ever a more charming Sweetneſs to her In- 
feriors, yet was ſhe naturally fierce to her Equals; ſhe 
complained to the King of the Change of his Behaviour, 
and warn'd him not to oblige her to proceed to Extre- 
mities which might be diſadvantageous to him : This 
Menace ſerved only to heighten his Diſtaſte; and inſtead 
of attempting any ape, bo his Vindication, he flung 
from her with an Air of Diſdain, which ſhe was unable 
to ſupport, and wrote immediately the whole Account 


of every thing to the Duke of Normandy, who entring 


into the Intereſts of his Siſter, ſent Ambaſſadors to 
Ethelred, demanding the Reaſon of this Treatment. of 
a Princeſs not unworthy of him. | 

Tuts Noting mow irritated Matters between 
them, and ſhe had the ſame Sentence paſs'd upon her 
as had been ſo fatal to her Predeceſſor. e was 


baniſhed from the Bed and Palace of the King, to both 


which Miſtreſſes of all Degrees and all Complexions 
were admitted; the Court was filled with Debaucheries 


of all kinds, and in their Riots the Queen and the 


Duke of Normandy were ridiculed in the moſt con- 
temptuous Manner. The whole Kingdom was now in the 
utmoſt Confuſion, Factions were formed, Conſpiracies 
carried on, Religion effaced, Commerce neglected, and 
every thing that could ſubvert a Monarchy proſecuted 
with the utmoſt Vigour. 

In the Midſt of this Confuſion two Dari Lords 
were accuſed of ſending Intelligence abroad to the Pre- 
judice of England. which, Ethelred made them 
be ſeized, and their Heads immediately ſtruck off; 
tho' this Sentence was oppoſed, by all the wiſe Men of 
the Council, who foreſaw the ill Conſequences that 
would attend ſuch a Proceeding. 

Tuis News was no ſooner carried to Denmark, than 


I 


Sueno ſwore to revenge their Death in the moſt bloody 
s Manner 
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Manner, and accordingly raiſed a very powerful Army, 
with which, through the Neglect of Ehelred, and the 
unhappy Diviſions among his Subjects, he invaded 
England in the Beginning of the Month of May, 1013, 
where he ſoon became Maſter of all the Northern Pro- 
vinces of that Kingdom. , 

ETHELRED, who wanted not Courage, now be- 
gan to look about him, and gathering together what 

orces he could raiſe, went to meet the Enemy ; but 
they being fluſh'd with their former Succeſſes, prevented 
his March, and fell upon him ſo unexpectedly, that his 
Troops were immediately put into Diſorder ; ſome 
were killed, others taken Priſoners, but much the 

ter Part betook themſelves to flight. Finding it 

impoſſible to rally, he was compelled to return to London, 
-where he found every thing in the utmoſt Confuſion. 
In this Extremity he had recourſe to the Queen, who 
burying all the Memory of her Wrongs in his Misfor- 
tunes, wrote to her Brother to afford him Refuge in his 
Dukedom ; who, in Conſideration of her Intereſt, did 
according to every thing defir'd of him; and Ethelred, 
With all the Royal Family, embark'd with all ſpecd for 
Normandy. 

Tn s Duke, excited by his natural Generoſity, and 
by the Intreaties of his Siſter, receiv'd Esbelred with 
the ſame Civility he would have done, had he been till 
in Poſſeſſion of the Crown of England, and promis'd he 
would do his utmoſt for his Re- eſtabliſhment. 
Tus News arriving in France, a great Number of 
young Noblemen, animated by the Defire of Glory, re- 
| Fair's to Normandy, and en into the Service of the 
Engliſh King. And as the Example of thoſe in high 
Life never fails to influence thoſe beneath, theſe were 
follow'd by ſo great a Concourſe of inferior Gentry, 
that with them, -and the Succours raiſed him in Nor- 
mandy, the King ſoon found himſelf in a Condition to 
attempt the Recovery of his Dominions. | 

FoxTune fo lately averſe, now ſeem'd to ſmile 
again on the Deſigns of Ezhelred : As he was almoſt 
ready to put to Sea, he heard of the Death IEA 
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and his Son Canntus, who was very young, had nothing 
in his Name which could give Terror to his Oppoſers. 
All things being prepar' d, the King landed in Su/zx 
with an Army of eighty thouſand Men. The Danes 
who were poſted to obſtruct his March were eafily de- 


feated, and he paſſed on to the main Body of the 


Amy; where, being bold enough to hazard. a Battle, 
they were almoſt all flain, or taken Priſoners, with 
the Loſs of all their Ba Cantus, the Son of 
Sueno, eſcaped ; and with a tew Danes that remained, 


embark'd haſtily, quitting their Glory, and their Con- 


ueſt. 
: ETHELRED returning with his victorious Army 


to London, was received with the Joyful Acclamations 
of all his Subjects: He ſent for his 


had ſo bravely aſſiſted his Enterprize. Every thing was 
now once more in Tranquillity, and this Monarch, who 
had refolved never to fall into his former Inadverten- 
cies, hoped to paſs the Remainder of his Days in Calm- 
neſs ; when the Repoſe of his Mind was all at once de- 
ſtroyed by an Accident he leaſt expected. | 


As he was amuſing himſelf one Day, in his Cabi- 


net, with chuſing from among a great Number of Dia- 
monds ſome to make a Bracelet forthe Queen, he hap- 
ed to caſt his Eyes on the Letter of the unfortunate 
thelgive, which had till this Moment ' never been 
opened ; a ſudden Emotion, of whith he was not 
Maſter, made him break the Seal, and the firſt Lines 
engaging him to read on, the moſt tender Pity took 
Poſſeſſion of his Heart. He kiſs'd the dan s Pa- 
per, without being ſenſible wherefore he did ſo; in fine, 
examined the of it, and found they were 
as follows. | | 


amily from Nor- 
mandy, and heap'd Honours and Preſents on thoſe wo 


- 
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The faithful and moſt unfortunate ETarr.. 
GIVE, to her Huſband, and her King, 
the too much beloved ETHeLEED. 


MY LORD, 
LER ————— and at hand, 1 
Foould not have the Preſumption to approach you 
with any Teftimenies of a Pafbe eubich * —e 
any thing in it agreeable to your Majeſty. But the Con- 
dition N am in, —— * 2. — and you cant 
refuſe the dying give the Conſolation of giving you 
2 * 1 and of telling — that 8 4 hs 
and fill loves you a, much as cer, in Spite of all you 
have made ber ſuffer ; and that it is not in the Poxwer of 
that Death your cruel Change inflicts on her, to eraſe the 
of that dear Aﬀetion you once honoured her with, 
1'T AK E mot the Pen in my Hand, ob Ethelred ! 15 
reproach 1you ; my Reſpett ſurmounts your Infidelity, and 
4 accuſe not your Inconſiancy, ſo much as my own ill Fate, 
which gave me not the Qualities neceſſary to preſerve 
your Heart. I only * you to remember, 1 neglected 
nothing that might binder you from repenting you had be- 
flowed it em me ; and that I returned with the moſt per- 
Set Tenderne/ſs and Submiſſion the Favours you conferred 


upon me. 
LET mot therefore a Name which has been pleaſing 
to your Ears, become odious, nor make thoſe unfortunate 
Princes I leave behind, ſhare in the Contempt you ſpew 
their wretched Mother. Remember, Sir, you are their 
Father'; and that when they firfl ſaw Light, they loft all 
that might be aſcribed ro them from my Birth, to partake 
the Glory of yours : If they have any Reſemblance of me, J 
wiſh it may be only in their Love and Duty to your Majeſty. 
TOU will con give England a Queen truly worthy to 
fill the Place I have but uſurped: 1 yield, without re- 
gret, a Throne to which I never pretended ; but, if 1 
were to live, I could not, with the ſame Reſignation, 
behold her reign in your Heart, But, Sir, I die, and 
there will ſhortly remain na Obſtacle to theſe wiſh'd-for 
Nuptiali. 


—— 
» 4 
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Nuptials. May they be more happy than mine, forms 
hs under the moſt auſpicious Influences, and no dangerens 
185 Noevelties interpoſe to poiſon. their future Sweets. 
PERMIT me, Sir, in Quality of the firſt of your 
Subje&s, to take the Liberty of calling you back to your- 
ſelf, whence you too long hawe wandered. No Intereſt 
F of my own has any Part in the Admonition, tis ditated 
only by the Conſideration of yours.——'Tis to your Glory + 
"lis 40 your Repoſe, I beg you will ſacrifice the gayer 
= Emotions of your Soul.-—Engage by your Love, and by 
your Conftancy,. that exeellent Princeſs you are going to 
make your Partner: Let her not blame the Ardour of that 
ved Paſſion 1 hawe expreſi d for you ; the more amiable you F 
appear to her, the more ſhe will excuſe my Conduct. — But, 


"of alas 1 who cas ever love you as Ethelgive has done ? Sh © 

the lived not but for you, and died when her Life had no ® 
th, more the Power to pleaſe you. Adieu, Sir, my Strength - 
to is exhauſted, but my Tenderneſs for you remains in its full 

1nd Vigeur.— Tou will ſee me no more==you will bear from 


te, ne no more ; and I leave the World ith this only Hope, 
"or that you will ſometimes think of 


Fed ETHELGIVE.. 
A 

4 Tuis Letter had as ſedden an Effet on the Heart 
ved of the King, as the firſt Sight of her who wrote it; the 


Image of this Princels, adorned with all her Charms, 
25 preſented itſelf to his Mind: Her ſoft Endearments, every 
— Joy he had experienced in her Poſſeſſion, returned to his 

lemory. His Admiration of her thouſand Virtues now 
= rekindling, and Grief, and Remorſe for having treated 
all her ſo unworthily, made his Breaſt a perfect Chaos of 
* Confuſion. But when he reflected that ſhe was for ever 
11 loit, and thai his Unkindneſs had cauſed her Death, he 
hy. reproached himſelf in the ſevereſt Manner, His paſt 


** Conduct now appeared in its blackeſt Colours, a terri- 

Pg ble Repentance enſued. -From his Wrongs of Ethel- 

fl give, he deſcended to thoſe he had offered Ema; the 

1 Outrage he had done to two of the moſt lovely, and molt 

Wis virtuous Women on the Earth, made him ſeem. a Mon- * 
for ſter to himſelf. He Rood amazed that there was a | 
als. Vou . III. F M ] Poſi- 
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LL Poffibility for him to have abuſed Patience, and Sweet. 

neſs, ſuch as theirs: I he perfect Submiſſion of the firſt, 

her Love, and her Death; the Obligations he had to 

the laſt, all at once aſſailed him, and put him into a 
Condition truly pitiable, 

WyiLs he was employed in theſe Meditations, the 
Queen entered the Cabinet unſeen by him, his Back be- 
ing to the Door; and perceiving a Paper in his Hand, 
ſhe drew near ſoftly, and leaning over the Chair in which 
he far, read diſtinctly the whole Letter of Erhelgive. 

She was ſo much touched with it, that without think- 
ing where the was, Tears burſt from her Eyes, and ſhe 
fighed ; which rouſing the King out of the deep 
T bought he had been in, and turping about, and ſee- 

5 ing her in that Poſture, An, Madam! ſaid he, what 
have you diſcovered ? * 

Do not be alarm'd, reply'd this beautiful Queen, to 
find me in Tears, they are occaſioned neither by Jea- 

louſy nor Envy ; but I give 'em to the Memory and 
Misfortunes of the moſt amiable Woman that ever was ; 
and 1 ſhould be unworthy to fill that Place ſhe has left 
me, if I ſhould mt that which ſhe ought always to 
maintain in- your Remembrance, | 

+ SENTIMENTS ſo noble and ſo rare, entirely brought 
back all the former Virtues of this Prince ; and relating 
to the Queen without Diſguiſe the whole Adventure of 
rhis Letter, he freely conteſs'd, that it had rekindled 
in his Heart all the Love he had felt for Ethelgive: 
Bat, Madam, faid he, this Paſſion is but for a Shade, 
you are the Subſtance to whom my whole Vows ſhall 
hereafter be perpetually addref.'d, nor can I repay the 
Wrongs I have done that unfortunate Princeſs, but by 
loving her Perfections in you. My Lord, reply'd the 
Queen, I ſhall always receive your Affection with the 
moſt ſenſible Pleaſure, whether given on my own or 
Ethelzive's Account, This Generofity ſeem'd to re- 
ſtore ſome Part of that Eaſe to Erhelred, the readirg 
the Letter had deprived him of. He thank'd her, 
—_ and this moving Converſation concluded with Promiſes 
of an inviolable Fidelity, IA 


Bur 


(243) x 

Bur whatever he ſaid, or Tg at that 
Time, his Soul grew more and more perplexed. The 
Image of Ethelgive followed him wherever he went, 
her Letter was imprinted on his Heart in indelible Cha- 
raters, he gave every Moment the Tribute of a Sigh 
to her Memory; and tho' he lived in the utmoſt Unity 
with the Queen, yet £the/pive had all his Love, ihe 
took up all his Thoughts, and ſecret Grief began to 
prey upon his Health, and render his. Body languid as 
his Mind, when he heard that Canutus, the young King 
of Denmark, was coming with a mumerous Army to 
invade his Territories. This News being confirm'd, 
Ethelred aſſembled his Troops, recruited them, and 
took all neceſſary Precautions to reſiſt his Enemy, who 
in the Spring of the Year 1015, appear'd on the Coaſls 


of England with a formidable Fleet, where he not only C 


landed in ſpite of all the Oppoſition could be made, but 
alſo encamp'd ſo advantageouſly, that Erbelred judg'd 
it not prudent to hazard a Battle, and contented himſelf 
with ſmall Skirmiſhes ; falling ſometimes on one Part, 
and ſometimes on another; 2 his Troops being al- 
ways beaten, and the Enemy till gaining Ground, this 
unhappy Monarch, preſs'd by this new Misfortune, tore 
by the moſt cruel Remorſe, and perſecuted with the 
Idea of her who could not be recall'd, was ſeized with 
a violent Fever, of which he died in a few Days, pro- 
nouncing inceſſantly the Name of Ethelgive, and leav- 
ing his Kingdom and Family in a Confuſion which is nat 
to be expreſs'd. The Children of Emma were not in a 
Condition, by reaſon of their Age, to diſpute the Crown 
with thoſe of Ethe/give ; and F imwid being the eldeſt, 
was ſet upon the Throne, to the Prejudice of thoſe born 
of the Norman Princeſs. This, continued Felicia, was 
the End of Ezhelred, one of the molt lovely and moſt 


inconſtant Monarchs in the World. 


FEBICTA had ſcarce done ſpeaking, when this amia- 
ble Company, who had done nothing but wept during 


her Recital of theſe Adventures, gave her a thouſand - 
. Praiſes, not only for the Hiſtory itſelf, but for the touch» 
ing Manner in which ſhe had repeated it, For my Part, 
: | | ; | = 
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laid Camilla, if I hear many more of the ſame Nature, 
it will abſolutely convert all my Gaiety into Melancho- 
ly ; T have a Heart ſo much ſoften'd with this one, 
that 1 know not when T hall be able to laugh again. 

Trar would be an unſpeakable Loſs to all who en- 
joy the Pleaſure of your agreeable Converſation, ſaid 
Urania ; but the Misfortunes of Ethelgive are indetd 
of ſuch a Nature, that one cannot hear them without 

being ſenſibly affected. 

Con zss then, added Florinda, that it gives one 4 
cruel Idea of Mankind, and that Zrhelred is a great 
Example of the Iuſtability of , his Sex. Ah! my dear 
Florinda, interrupted Eraſmus, carry not your dange- 
rous Reflections too far, nor for one faithleſs Man con- | 
demn thoſe who are incapable of changing. | 

Wurz they are, faid Cz/imena, tis ſafeſt for | 
our own Tranquillity to believe them true; and I ani | 
ſo thoroughly perſuaded of the Fidelity of all here, | 
that the Hiſtory of the King of England has given me 
no Idea to their Diſadvantage. | | 

We merit this Confidence, Madam, ery'd Thelamany, | 
and you risk nothing in anſwering for our onſtancy. | 
As he was 1 4 Servant came to inform them ; 
Supper was ready. I aſſure you, ſaid Camilla, riling, 
I have need of as good a Repait as that I am going to, | 
to diſſipate the Sorrow Felicia has cauſed in me. | 

Tas Manner in which this beautiful Lady pro- 
nounced theſe Words, made them all laugh ; and to 
divert this pretended Melancholy, every body, after they 
were fat to Table, endeavour'd to vie with the other 
in Wit and Pleaſantry. Silvianz add Areliſe having 
declared they had never paſs'd a more agreeable Day, 
Urania, whoſe Houſe was large enough to contain this 
Augmentation of her Company, entreated Celimena 
and her amiable Friends to ſtay all Night. They ac- 
cepted the Invitation with Pleaſure, to the End they 
might enjoy, the next Day, the Improvements and 
- Amuſements of this charming Retreat. 


The End of the Third Volume. © 
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* Joux through the Aaffrian Netherlanids, 
A containing the Modern Hiſtory and 1 
ion of all the Provinces, Towns, Caſtles; Palaces; We. 
1 of that fruitful populous Country, ſo long the Scene of 
1 Wars and dreadful Ravages, till it was by the Treaty 
t of Utrecht yielded to the Emperor of Germany ; with 

an Account of all the remarkable Battles and Sieges 
7 taken from the moſt authentic Narrations 3 to which is 
perfixed an Introduction, containing the Ancient Hiſtory . 
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of the whole 14 Provinces. The zd Edition, 8vo. 
2. 4 Spy ; ora Tranſlation of LxrTaes 


J Jurves: Being a Philoſophical, Hiſtorical, and Critical 
Correſpondence by Letters, which lately paſſed between 

1 certain Jews in European and Afratic Tur ey, with others? 

1 of that Denomination travelling through Spain, France, 

R Ttaly, Swifſerland, Germany, the Netherlands, Great- 

4 Britain, c. Which treat not only of Ancient and 


Modern Philoſophy, — and other Party of Learn- 
ing; bat of tlie Religion, Sects, and Ceremeiies in the 
ſeveral Countries; together with the Mahners and Cuf- 


5 toms of the Courts and Cities which they travell'd 
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p Incidents of Love and Gallantry. Firſt traniflated fro 


the Original Letters into French, by the Marquis 4 Ar- 
2 ps and now into Exgliſb, with copious Alphabetical 


# ndexes. In 5 Volumes, tzmo. 

7 3. LI TT EAS writ by a Turkiſh Spy, Whio lived five 
4 and forty Years undiſcovered at Paris: Giving an im- 
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* moſt remarkable Tranſactions of Europe, and diſcover- 
7 ng ſeveral Intrigues and Secrets of the Chriſtian Courts 
5 leſpecially that of France) continued from the Year 
"3 1645 to the Year 1682. Written originally in Arabic, 
y tranſlated into alias, and from thence into Engilh.- 
4 The 1roth Edition. In 8 Volumes, 12mo.  * 
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vernment and Commerce; 2. The Cuſtoms, Manners, 
Diverſions and Employments of the People; 3. The 
Produce and Improvement of the Lands, the Trade and 
_ ManufaQtures; 4. The Sea- ports and Fortifications, 
Courſe of Rivers, &c. 5. The publick Edifices, Seats, 
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- 5, The AovenTuRrEs of Telemachus, the Son of 
Lu. Written by the Archbiſhop, and Duke of Cam- 
bray ; with a Poem on a Rural Retreat, written by the 
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the Adventures of 4riftoncus, . 'Tranflated into Engliſh, 
from the beſt Paris Editions, by Mr. Oze//, To which 
are added many large and explanatory Notes ; adorn- 
ed with Cuts. In 2 Volumes, 12zmo. : 
6. Fass and DiA Locus of the DEAD. Written 
in French by the late Archbiſhop of Cambray, Author 
of Telemachus ; tranſlated into gli from the Paris 
Edition, corrected and reviſed with the Author's own 
original MSS. The zd Edition corrected, 12mo. 
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of the late Wars ; corrected and amended with Addi- 
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9. The HumourisT ; being Eſſays upon ſeveral 
Subjects, wiz. News-writers, Enthuſiaſm, the Spleen, 
Country Entertainment, Love, the Hiſlory of Miſs 
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